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GENERAL MEETINGS  

 Open to members and their guests 
 

Place:  Unitarian Church 

 10 Lyons Plains Road, Westport     

10:45 am   Coffee and Conversation 

11:30 am   Meeting and Speaker 
 

January 13    

Jeremy Benton: Out of Breath on Everest 
 

Jeremy Benton was born in England, but has lived in 

the U.S. for 12 years and in Westport since 2008. He 

is CEO of Impact International, a Leadership Devel-

opment Consultancy.  His work has taken him all 

over the world, where the company’s services in-

clude developing talent, accelerating change & in-

spiring leadership. He climbed Mt. Everest in 2005, 

realizing a lifetime ambition via his mountaineering 

hobby.  His journey to the summit of Everest is best 

described as cold, windy & inspiring! 
 

January 27   

Mark Schenker: The Wonder of Wonderland 
 

The subtitle of Mark Schenker’s talk is “Lewis Car-

roll’s Alice in the 19th Century and in Our Time,” and 

he will discuss Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland as 

both a product of the Victorian Age (pub. 1865) and 

its “nursery culture” and a gentle subversion of that 

same culture.  Prof. Schenker is Dean of Academic 

Affairs at Yale College; his Ph.D. from Columbia 

University was in English and comparative literature, 

encompassing Victorian literature. His well-known 

book discussion programs have covered every liter-

ary genre, from mysteries to poetry to drama to auto-

biography. 
 

The Y’s Women Membership Roster for 2014 is here!  

Pick up your copy of our handy directory at the next 

meeting.  Copies will be on the table where you sign in. 

 

LUNCHES WITH SPEAKERS 
If our speakers have time after the meeting to stay 

for lunch, we invite a small group to join us at The 

Red Barn. Speakers are announced a month ahead, 

and there is a full list of speakers and dates on our 

website, www.yswomen.org, so you can plan ahead. 

Like to have lunch with a particular speaker? Contact 

Katie Chase (203-226-6013, kceditserv@optonline. 

net).  

 

 Is this a Snow Day? 
 

 If Westport schools are closed due to weather,  

 the Y’s Women General Meeting will be canceled. 

    If in doubt, check local radio stations 
      

     WNLK (1350AM),  WSTC (1400AM), 

     WEBE (108FM)  —  or TV Channel 3 
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MAD HATTER TEA PARTY  
There is still time to sign up for the-free!-Mad Hat-

ter Tea Party on Fri, Jan 24, 2:00-4:00 in the 

McManus Room at the Westport Library. The event 

includes tea, provided by David’s Tea,  light re-

freshments and a Mad Hat Walk. Hats will be 

judged as most romantic, most amusing, and mad-

dest. Wear a hat from home, or come to a Hat Deco-

rating workshop on Wed, Jan 15, 10:00-1:00 in the 

2nd-floor Seminar Room at the Library. Bring a hat, 

trimmings will be provided. You do not have to 

wear a hat to attend the party-but come to enjoy the 

hats that will be "on parade."  

To register, go online to HatterTea.eventbrite.com 

and follow the easy instructions. If you plan to par-

ticipate in the Hat Walk, check that box on the 

form. Questions? Contact Katie Chase, 203-226-

6013 or kceditserv@optonline.net  

http://www.yswomen.org
mailto:kceditserv@optonline.net
mailto:kceditserv@optonline.net
mailto:kceditserv@optonline.net


SATELLITE GROUPS                               

    (Y’s Women members  ONLY) 

 

Book Club #1:  We will be reading Transatlantic by 

Colum McCann for our meeting on Thursday, Janu-

ary 16 at 12:15 pm in the Library Conference Room.  

Questions? Call Frankie Stein, 226-4219 or Connie 

Beskind, 255-8682. 
 

Book Club #2: On Thursday, Jan. 2, 12:30 - 2:00, in 

the library (2nd fl), we will delve into The Lady in 

Gold by Anne-Marie O'Connor. One of our new 

members, Phyllis Lee, will lead the discussion about 

Gustav Klimt's portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer. For 

more info, call Eileen Rosen, 226-1433.  
 

Book Club #3 will meet on Friday, January 3 at 

10:30am, at the home of Inge VanGelder, 19 Whit-

ney Glen. Our book of the month is The Lost Symbol 

by Dan Brown and Joan Harnett will lead the discus-

sion. Please call Inge at 227-6120 to let her if you're 

coming. Questions? Call Joan Harnett, 587-1170.  
 

Newstalk meets the fourth Thursday of the month – 

January 23 – in the Y’s Board Room, from 10 to 11 

am, or sometimes a little later. This month’s leader is 

Maxine Nicklesberg.  Bring a news article for discus-

sion.  Try it … you’ll love it!  For more information, 

call Phyllis Groner, 226-5583. 
 

Newcomers Luncheon: Come join us at Bertucci’s 

on the Post Road in Westport, right after the General 

Meeting on January 13. There will be info sharing, a 

good lunch and just a lot of fun!  Contact Barbara 

Brown at barbarabrown1313@gmail or Barbara 

Morrow at morrowtoo@aol.com. 
 

Solos will be meeting and dining at Bianco Rosso in 

Wilton, at 5:30 pm on Saturday, January 18. It is lo-

cated behind the Wilton library at 151 Old Ridge-

field Road.  Make your reservation  by calling Duffy 

Cleary, 972-5758 or Joan Weinstein, 227-7304.  

Reminder: As of Jan. 1st your $20 dues are due.  

Please send to Joan Weinstein, 46 Tannery Lane, 

Weston, CT 06883. 
  
Walking Group: After talking to our most frequent 

walkers, we have decided that, due to an expected 

bad winter, we will not schedule walks until April 1, 

2014.  However, if good weather is predicted for any 

Tuesday, we will send an email and see if anyone is  
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interested in walking.  We hope to see you all in 

April when conditions will be more favorable. Have 

a happy New Year.  Polly Temple and Barb Stephen. 

 

Carpool and Go! 

Join us on Wednesday, January 8 for a tour of The 

New Spirit and the Cos Cob Art Colony at the Bush-

Holley House. To commemorate the monumental 

1913 NY Armory Show, the Greenwich Historical 

Society has created this exhibit of 40+ works to ex-

plore the effect of European modernism on artists 

working in Cos Cob. The group includes Childe Has-

sam, Theodore Robinson, John Twachtman, Elmer 

MacRae, and J. Alden Weir.  

Meet at Trader Joe's at 10:00am for a 10:15 depar-

ture. The tour, which starts at 11:00, will cost $7 per 

person.  Lunch later at Stamford's City Limits Diner, 

135 Harvard Avenue.  Reserve your place by email 

to Lydia Menendez--lydiamnndz12 @gmail. com 

and mail a $7 check made out to Lydia Menendez, 

388 Oldfield Road, Fairfield, CT 06824. Gas reim-

bursement will be $3/person (cash) based on 3 pas-

sengers/car. Let us know if you would be available to 

drive. Lydia Menendez, 319-1110, or Jill Meyer,226-

4310. 

 
 

 

 

Start the New Year Right by GIVING ... 
 

The Mercy Learning Center of Bridgeport  pro-

vides basic literacy and life skills training to low in-

come women, without regard for race, color or 

creed…..and does an extraordinary job.  
 

Their clients are often in urgent need of food and we 

have a plan.  Those Y’s Women who wish to con-

tribute are asked to bring a non-perishable food item 

to the 1st meeting of each month— and it will be de-

livered to the Center for distribution.  

 

Any questions? Call Jean McGurk, 222-0501 

tel:203%20227-6120
mailto:barbarabrown1313@gmail


                     

 

    

Don’t forget —    
 

Look for The Y’s Women Newsletter in your email about the 25th of each month throughout our season 

—from now until next May.  

And remember - you can also read the newsletter on our website —-   www.yswomen.org 
  
Make sure that your email address, as listed in the new 2014 Membership Roster, is correct.   

 

Notify Carolyn Meyer of changes or corrections:  227-9476  or cwmeyer@optonline.net 
 

A member's e-mail address will only be used for the monthly newsletters and for occasional important an-

nouncements. 
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TRIPS    

                                         

 

The "Winter Break" for Travel has arrived.  With the successful completion of three  

day trips this fall, the bus will take a short rest and begin to roll once again as spring ap-

proaches.  Watch for details in future Newsletters! 

  

Many thanks to all those who have participated in and supported our travel programs.  It 

is a pleasure to work with the members of the Y’s Women 
 

Pat Farmer 

 

 

 

 


