
 

 

Curriculum News: Adolescent Program 

 
Don Carlson, Lead Teacher        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the month of December 
 
December was an exciting time for the Adolescent Program.  For the first time, we went to 
Nature’s Classroom in Mukwonago, Wisconsin for a week.  We joined students from Montessori 
schools in Chicago, Crystal Lake, Lamont and Michigan City for a week of learning and work, of 
fun and making new friends.  The students participated in simulations and councils.  The spent a 
day fixing fences, clearing and burning brush, or taking care of the animals and mucking the 
farm buildings.  They created art from the nature around them.  Mostly, they enjoyed 
themselves and made new friends. 
. 
During the Upcoming Month 
 
At school, we have finished our work on Structures and will begin our study of Power in 
January.  In Social Studies we will focus on the Civil Rights, and the Civil Rights Movement - 
examining how people can band together to make changes in our society.  In Science we will 
study forms of energy, work (the scientific concept: when a force moves something) and power 
(the rate at which change occurs). In personal reflection, the students will explore that link of 
the outer capacity for change (external power) and the inner capacity for reflection (inner 
power).  In Language, the students will work on personal (inner power) and persuasive 
(external power) essay s.  A new group math seminar will begin. This is in addition to their 
individual math work.   

 

 



 
What you can do to support your student’s learning: 
 
In this new unit, the students are asked to do more.  The demands on their time will be greater.  
We as parents and teacher expect the students to do homework in order to succeed.  As 
always, encourage your students to make wise choices about their use of time.  If they are busy 
during week nights with extracurricular activities, they need to work during the weekend to get 
their work done.  As always, time management by the students is a difficult lesson to learn, and 
an important lesson during this period of their lives developmentally. 
 


