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  National Renal Administrators Association 

 
September 17, 2013 

 

 

Ms. Valerie Jensen 

Associate Director for Drug Shortages 

Office of Antimicrobial Products 

Food and Drug Administration 

10903 New Hampshire Avenue 

Room 6204 

Silver Spring, MD  20993 

 

 

Dear Ms. Jensen: 

 

The National Renal Administrators Association (NRAA) is a voluntary organization representing independent, regional 

and community based dialysis providers throughout the United States. Our membership is primarily small and medium 

sized dialysis organizations, both for-profit and non-profit providers serving ESRD patients in urban, rural and suburban 

areas in both free-standing and hospital-based facilities. 

 

Many of our members have received notice from Fresenius Medical Care of North America regarding the critical shortage 

of normal saline. Due to Customs import detention issues by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), they are unable to 

meet the current demand for normal saline. As you may know, normal saline is an essential component in the treatment of 

patients requiring life-sustaining dialysis therapy. The interruption in the supply of this product will affect the treatment of 

and access to care for ESRD patients across the country. 

 

NRAA wants to commend FDA for its efforts to assure a safe supply of normal saline and supports the premise of patient 

safety first. However, it needs to be stressed that the population of ESRD patients who require dialysis will be put at 

significant risk if the supply continues to be interrupted. The NRAA would encourage the FDA to continue to work to 

encourage a predictable, reliable supply of normal saline that meets FDA requirements. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (206) 915-9502 or Rich Meade at (202) 530-4841 or 

rich.meade@prime-policy.com.  

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Katrina Russell, RN, CNN 

President, NRAA 


