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Our Mission  
To change lives and heal our world 
Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church actively seeks to 
improve our congregational, local, and global community. 
We encourage spiritual growth in a diverse congregation 
that respects the free and responsible expression of ideas. 
We covenant compassionate fellowship, provide a joyful 
environment that nurtures creativity, and collaborate with 
others to promote our values.  

 

Our Vision  
To be the most vibrant center of liberal religion  
at work in the world 
Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church is a vibrant liberal 
religious home welcoming all people while advocating our 
Seven Principles in the Houston community and the world. 
Dedicated to religion, not to creed, Unitarian Universalists 
do not impose a list of doctrinal formulas upon our 
congregation. Our Church regards love of all creation and 
the perfecting of our spiritual nature as the unchanging 
substance of our religion. We consecrate to these Principles 
with a reverence for truth, moral character and insight, 
helpfulness to humanity, and the spirit of communion with 
the Infinite.  

 

 A Welcoming Congregation
Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church welcomes and cele-
brates the presence and participation of people of all sexual 
orientations and gender identities in the life and ministries of 
our church. We are pleased to have been recognized as a 
"Welcoming Congregation" by the Unitarian Universalist 
Association and are committed to seeking justice and fair-
ness for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer 
(LGBTQ) people. 

BAUUC Staff & Leadership  
Minister: Rev. Bruce Beisner, minister@bauuc.org 
Dir. Lifespan Rel. Edu.: Patti Withers, dlre@bauuc.org 
Music Director: Beth Jordan, musicdirector@bauuc.org 
Youth Director: Courtney Rountree, youthdirector@bauuc.org 
Office Administrator: Ana Davis, office@bauuc.org 
Sexton: Lillian Bell, lillian@bauuc.org 
Board President: Claire Zimmerman, president@bauuc.org  
Treasurer: Kathy Throop, treasurer@bauuc.org 
Universe Ed.: Jeannie Haman-Plummer, universe@bauuc.org 
 
Photo credits: Arved Plaks, Rita D’Angelo, Jeannie Haman-
Plummer, Courtney Rountree, Patti Withers 
Quotations: All UU quotes can be found on 
uuquotes.tumblr.com 

 

Sunday Worship 

Sunday Worship at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

SUNDAY APRIL 6, 2014 
“The Joy of Making Justice” 
Rev. Bruce Beisner  
We often think of working for social justice as “work.” It can be 
hard at times to remain committed when our efforts seem to pro-
duce only small changes. Yet, speaking out and showing up are 
opportunities for great spiritual growth. They are times of laugh-
ter, connection and true appreciation for the gifts of life and 
community. This will be a service for all-ages and we will have a 
Share-the-Plate Offering for the Friends of MHMRA (Mental 
Health and Mental Retardation Authority) of Harris County.  

SUNDAY APRIL 13, 2014 
“Opportunities and Obligations” 
Rev. Bruce Beisner 
History has shown the power of capitalism to produce opportuni-
ty and prosperity. Yet we live in a time of unprecedented income 
inequality. Is there such a thing as economic justice? What are 
the spiritual values behind systems that increasingly separate 
people into “haves” and “have-nots”? What might a world where 
resources are more equally shared look like? 

SUNDAY APRIL 20, 2014 
“Lo, the Earth Awakes Again!” 
Rev. Bruce Beisner  
This year the calendar has brought us Easter and Earth Day in 
the same week. We’ll celebrate how the story of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion and the re-birth and renewal of nature can bring us hope and 
inspire us to live in harmony and humility.  

SUNDAY APRIL 27, 2014 
“Unitarian Universalism as a Lifeway” 
Guest Preacher: Randy Partain 
Indigenous spiritualties are often thought of as “lifeways.” A life-
way is an approach to all of life rather than seeing spiritual and 
secular experiences as separate. Are there ways that we can 
build on this idea to better allow our UU principles to pervade all 
moments? Randy is a Candidate for Ministry in the Unitarian 
Universalist church. He is earning a Master of Divinity degree at 
Houston Graduate School of Theology.  

Worship with Family 
Children and youth gather in the sanctuary with their 

families for the first part of each worship service. Following 
the Story for All Ages, our children go to religious educa-
tion activities. Childcare is available in our nursery for in-
fants and toddlers during services. Our services on Sun-
day, April 6, will be for all-ages with children and their 
families worshipping together in the sanctuary for the en-
tire morning. 
  

“The abundant heart does not consider service a punishment or sharing a burden. 
Rather, it sees the unmet needs of the community as if they were those 

of a loved one and acts to meet them.” 
 

— Stephen Shick (Unitarian Universalist, peace activist, reformer, clergy)  
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Together on the Journey 
Rev. Bruce Beisner 
Minister 

The great Unitarian leader 
William Ellery Channing said 
“May your life preach more loudly 
than your lips.” While I honor Mr. 
Channing, I have to say that I 
really like words. I often say that I 
would be a Liberal Quaker if I 
didn’t want to talk so much. 
Some of my favorite words are 
“We affirm and promote the in-
herent worth and dignity of every 
person,” and “We affirm and promote justice, equity and 
compassion in human relations.” When I first became a 
Unitarian Universalist, hearing these principles spoken 
from the pulpit offered me hope, inspiration and a deep 
sense of belonging in a religious community that wel-
comed and supported my highest aspirations.  

Our way of being religious together is informed by the 
understanding that our faith is more than just theological 
concepts or doctrinal rules and rituals. To be authentic 
and transforming, our beliefs must be expressed in the 
way we live our lives. “Justice, equity and compassion” 
are words that only have meaning when they stop being 
abstract ideas and become a call to show up, speak out 
and witness them with our actions. 

This month, we will be doing just that! Our next 
BAUUC All-Church Community Outreach Project is the 
National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) Walk on Satur-
day morning, April 12. This will be an opportunity for eve-
ryone in our church community to come together and pub-
licly show our support for people affected by mental illness 
in our city. The Walk raises funds for NAMI’s work to offer 
education, outreach and support services to those living 
with mental health issues and their families. It will also be 
a lot of fun for all ages and is easily accessible to those 
who can walk far or just a little.  

Being there as a whole church contingent in our yel-
low BAUUC t-shirts, will send a powerful message that our 
church is about acceptance, respect and compassion. As 
we proudly walk together through downtown Houston, we 
will be living out our affirmation of the inherent worth and 
dignity of all people.  

I invite you to join me in making our “lives preach 
more loudly than our lips” on April 12. Sign up to walk by 
contacting Rita D’Angelo, dangerx08@yahoo.com, or on 
Sunday mornings at the church. If you can’t walk, you can 
support someone else who is walking by making a finan-
cial contribution.  

 
 

Rev. Bruce’s schedule is: 
Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday he’s in the office. 

Wednesday is his sermon-writing day. 
Friday is his day off. 

Bruce can be reached at 513-374-3926 or minister@bauuc.org 

Music Ministry Notes 
Beth Jordan 
Music Director 
 

Hymns are Hip! 
One definition of a hymn is "...a 

lyric poem, reverently and devotion-
ally conceived, which is designed to 
be sung and which expresses the 
worshipper's attitude toward God or 
God's purposes in human life. It 
should be simple and metrical in 
form, genuinely emotional, poetic and literary in style, spir-
itual in quality, and in its ideas so direct and so immediate-
ly apparent as to unify a congregation while singing it." 

I was brought up singing "Joyful Joyful We Adore 
Thee" at the top of my lungs. As a child I thought that the 
louder the better. That was my first experience singing 
with a group. The power and the rush I felt was magical.  

So, what is your favorite hymn? I really want to know. 
Drop me a line (musicdirector@bauuc.org) or stop me in 
the hall and tell me what it is. I am curious.  

Meanwhile, crank it out when you are singing this 
Sunday. You might feel UUnified.  

 
Our Music for April: 

• April 6: the BAUUC Choir, Eric Whetmore on Piano 
• April 13: Ryan and Michael Dow, Fay Alexander on 

Piano 
• April 20:  the BAUUC Choir, Eric Whetmore on Piano 
• April 27: Johanna Hume and Fay Alexander 

Namasté Y’all! 

Beth 

 

Watch/Listen to Sermons Online 
If you miss a Sunday worship service, 

you can watch recent sermons on our 
website. Just visit http://www.bauuc.org 
and click on the Video Audio Recordings 
icon on the home page.  
  

“Music is the sound of the circulation  
in nature’s veins.” 

 
—Henry David Thoreau (Transcendentalist, Unitari-
an, surveyor, pencil-maker, philosopher, naturalist) 
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Meaning Making  
Patti Withers, CRE/ML  
Director of Religious Education 

 
A Website with Ideas for 

Young Children 
“Show-and-Share Saturday Link 

Up!” on www.icanteachmychild.com  
from kevinandjenae@sbcglobal.net is  
one of my favorite blogs.  

“Show-and-Share Saturday Link 
Up!” provides a summary of easy, 
educational, interesting, and fun activities for children. The 
emphasis is on ages 0-6, but occasionally something is 
appropriate for older siblings. Materials needed are typi-
cally household items (or at least items typically found in a 
house with children). 

I Can Teach My Child! is one article a week on an is-
sue of interest to parents, usually written by a guest author 
who works in the topic field. Two recent articles were “Can 
Watching Television Improve Your Child’s Reading Abil-
ity?” and How “Do I Know Which Apps Are Best For My 
Kids?” 

After a warning that children shouldn’t spend more 
than two hours a day interacting with technology (TV, 
computer, games on a phone, etc.), the author suggests 
that using Closed Captioning improves reading skills while 
they are watching TV by simultaneously providing both 
spoken and written words. There is some research sup-
porting the idea. 

When deciding on appropriate apps the PreK teach-
er/author has four suggestions: 

• Look for apps that encourage children to build and 
think creatively. 

• Try to avoid apps that include in-app purchases. 
(with emphasis on the 'Try') 

• Recognize that you may have to pay for good 
apps. (No ads may be better than accidentally 
clicking on the ads.) 

• Look for apps that are recommended by trusted 
sources. 

I hope you find this blog helpful and interesting! 
In faith, 

Patti 

YRUU and You 
Courtney Rountree 
Youth Director 

We had a productive pot-
luck in February and the youth 
had terrific ideas for the rest of 
our year. We followed that with a 
busy March. During Sunday clas-
ses, we have had inspiring dis-
cussions after touching TED 
talks. We marched in the AIDS 

walk and began OWL 
classes. And April 
looks to be just as 
busy.  

The weekend 
of April 11-13 we’ll 
be attending a Youth 
Rally at Community 
UU Church in Plano, 
Texas. For those 
youth not attending 
the rally, there is an 
opportunity to partici-
pate in the All Church 
Service and Justice 
effort for the NAMI 
Walk on April 12 
(see the article in the 
Service and Justice 
section for more in-
formation).  

On Friday, 
April 25, to Saturday, 
April 26, the First UU 
youth are hosting an 
overnight event for Houston area high school YRUU 
members and rising 9th graders. This will be a great 
time to welcome the bridging 9th graders to YRUU 
and to have some fun before school lets out. All 
youth and rising 9th graders from the Houston area 
are encouraged to attend.  

If you would like to know what is coming up 
next, check out the Bay Area YRUU Facebook page. 
If you are a YRUU parent, there is a Google calendar 
to keep you informed. Email me at youthdirec-
tor@bauuc.org for access to these online resources 
or more information about our upcoming activities. 

Peace, 
Courtney 

Religious Education for 

Children & Youth 
Special Sundays in April 

April 6 - Multigenerational Service, no RE classes at 
11:00 a.m., childcare for those 5 and under 

April 6, 13, 27 - K/1st and 4th/5th Our Whole Lives 
classes meet at 9:30 a.m.; no Children’s Chapel, childcare 
only; regular classes at 11:00 a.m. 

April 20 (Easter) - Easter Egg Hunt between the 
services at 10:35 a.m.; Children’s Chapel at 9:30 a.m., 
regular classes at 11:00 a.m. 
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Nursery and Childcare  
Our littlest ones are given loving care every Sunday 

between 9:00 a.m. and noon. The children engage in free 
play, hear stories, sing songs, and work on age-
appropriate crafts. Reservations are not necessary. 

9:30 a.m. 
Our Whole Lives for K-1st and 4th-5th - Check your 

class’s calendar for the exact meeting dates. 

11:00 a.m. 
Spirit Play (PreK) – The children hear stories about 

Jesus, Earth Day, and the sun and moon. 
Creating Home (K/1st) – The children hear stories 

about the homes of ancestors, the many different ways a 
family can be created, and Earth Day. 

Moral Tales (2nd/3rd) – The Values in April are 
Generosity, Being Kind to the Earth, and Doing No Harm. 
They learn about disparities among different people of the 
world, hear a story about cats being parachuted in to res-
cue a town, and learn some cooperative games. 

Sing to the Power (4th/5th) – The group experienc-
es the powers of passion, action and reaching out through 
considering causes they care about and trying some 
methods to become involved. 

You the Creator (6th/8th) – The Middle School 
Youth finish their egg-carton Chalice project, make music 
through speech, and design the ideal church. 

High School (9th/12th) – Join and visit the “Bay Ar-
ea UU Youth Group” Facebook page for weekly updates 
on the group’s activities and Sunday plans. They will at-
tend the Multigenerational worship service on April 6. 

Special Needs Care and RE - Recognizing that we 
each experience the holy in our own way, BAUUC pro-
vides religious education programming for our Special 
Needs population each Sunday morning. They meet in 
Room 120 for chalice lighting, music, a story, and crafts 
and activities tailored to each individual’s interests, abili-
ties and age. Kristi Parks, Childcare Coordinator, over-
sees both this program and the nursery. 

Adult Enrichment 
Multi-Generational Wednesday Night Worship 

One Wednesday each month, our meditative Vespers 
service is presented as a family worship in the middle of 
the week. Our next all-ages Vespers Service will be on 
Wednesday, April 16, starting at 6:40 p.m. in the 
sanctuary. Bruce Beisner will lead the service. Please plan 
to join us for this brief but meaningful worship experience 
that’s perfect for children, youth and adults. 

Sundays: 

Special Sundays in April 
April 6 - Multigenerational Worship. No RE classes 

meet at 11:00 a.m.; childcare is available for children 5 
and under. 

April 20 - Easter Egg Hunt at 10:35 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 
UU Christian Discussion Group Using the ac-

claimed Living the Questions, an open, inclusive, broad-
minded Christianity curriculum, James Camp and Andrea 
Hoekstra facilitate this group. LTQ brings together over 30 
highly acclaimed scholars, theologians and other experts 
in a video and discussion exploration of progressive Chris-
tianity. Library 

Conservative Covenant Group We provide a forum 
for a diversity of viewpoints within the UU movement. 
Sometimes we pick an online article beforehand as a sug-
gested discussion topic, but we often discuss current 
events. Newcomers are always welcome. Peter Taylor 
leads. Room 131  

10:45 a.m. 
Adult Discussion Group Join every Sunday for di-

verse discussions centered around common texts on spir-
ituality, humor, current events, and more. Susan Schlueter 
leads. Room 131  

7:00 p.m. 
The BAUUC Buddhist Meditation Group meets at 

7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Choose to sit in a chair or on 
the floor, or bring a mat, stool, or pillow to sit on while you 
meditate. We usually finish about 8:00 to 8:30 p.m. You 
don’t need to be Buddhist to participate, so join us! Facili-
tated by Doris Smith. For more information, contact Doris 
at dorisjs3d@yahoo.com.  

Our evenings progress as follows: 
• 10 minute greeting chat and/or discussion. 
• Chanting 
• 20 minute silent meditation 
• 10 minute walking meditation 
• Chanting and closing 

Childcare is available for 
Wednesday night activities. 

Learning About Service: Our 2nd and 3rd graders make 
playdough for the K-1st grade class. 
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Wednesday Evenings: 

Special Wednesdays in April 
April 2 – No dinner or programming due to Garage 

Sale. Choir will practice and childcare is available. 

Reproductive Justice, a UUA Curriculum for 
Youth and Adults 

April 9, 16, 23, 30 - Unitarian Universalists are called 
to answer the chilling political debate on reproductive 
rights with calls for reproductive ‘justice’ and respect for 
the fullness of every person’s reproductive and sexual life. 
The election of the 2012-2016 Congregational 
Study/Action Issue, “Reproductive Justice: Expanding our 
Social Justice Calling,” is a milestone opportunity for Uni-
tarian Universalists to live into this call. (from the UUA 
website)  

We will continue the six-week multi-media curriculum 
begun in March with sessions titled Inherent Worth and 
Dignity, Reverence for Life, Right of Conscience, and 
Moving Forward. Each session stands alone, although it is 
helpful to have received the Handouts from the previous 
week. Facilitated by DLRE Patti Withers, dlre@bauuc.org, 
Cockrell Hall, 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday Evenings: 

Great Decisions Finishes 
April 10 - Each week, participants at BAUUC and na-

tion-wide read a topical section in a briefing-booklet ($25) 
and watch a video presentation featuring foreign policy 
experts and global thinkers. Participants then meet to dis-
cuss the topic for about an hour and a half, after which 
they cast ballots, expressing their opinions on what poli-
cies the United States should adopt relating to the issue 
studied. The ballots are compiled and distributed to the 
President of the United States, U.S Secretary of State and 
Members of Congress. The 2014 topics are Defense 
Technology, Israel and the U.S., Turkey’s Challenges, 
Islamic Awakening, Energy Independence, Food and Cli-
mate, China’s Foreign Policy and U.S. Trade Policy. Join 
at any time! Cockrell Hall, 10:00 a.m., 2:00 p.m., and 
7:00 p.m.  

Building Your Own Theology Class 
April 3 - A key part of our spiritual growth is moving 

from being able to say what we don’t believe to a place of 
affirming all that we do hold to be true. The final session of 
a six-part class led by Rev. Bruce Beisner and Carol 
Wehrman. For more information, please contact Rev. 
Bruce at minister@bauuc.org. Room 131, 7:00 p.m. 

Second Friday Evenings: 

Perennial Perspectives Book Discussion  
 
April 11 - Annie Dillard’s fast-paced For the Time Be-

ing (ISBN 0375703470) is a narrative nonfiction that 
weaves together the topics of birth, sand, China, clouds, 
numbers, Israel, encounters, thinker, evil, and "now." 

May 9 - The Chinese classic, Tao Te Ching—any 
version in print or downloadable from the Internet. The 
Tao Te Ching was written around the 6thcentury BCE and 
contains Taoist wisdom and advice. 

June 13 - You Shall Be As Gods – A Radical Inter-
pretation of the Old Testament & Its Tradition, (ISBN 
9780805016055). 

July 11 - Carl Sagan’s The Varieties of Scientific Ex-
perience – A Personal View of the Search for God, (ISBN 
1594201072). 

Books can be purchased at local bookstores, online, 
or checked out at the library. Contact Sue Brooks for more 
information (SueBrooksMA@gmail.com).  
Library, 7:00 p.m. 

The Wider UU World 
Through the Looking Glass Youth Rally 

April 11-13 – Community UU Church in Plano, Tex-
as. For more information go to 
http://www.ntuuc.org/Looking_Glass_2014.shtml.  

UU 2014 Spring Music Festival 
April 12 – Unitarian Fellowship of Houston, 3:00 p.m. 

to 9:00 p.m. or so. For more information go to 
http://uuhouston.org/musicfest2014 or email uumu-
sicfest@gmail.com. 

SWUUC Annual Meeting 
The SouthWest UU Conference will meet April 25-27 

at the First Unitarian Church in Dallas; see 
www.ntuuc.org/SWUUC_2014.shtml for information and 
registration. 

Southwest UU Summer Institute (SWUUSI) 
2014 SWUUSI is July 20-25. Theme Speaker: Rev. 

Meg Barnhouse. Artist in Residence: Rev. Dr. Leon 
Dunkley. Check the website at  

UBarU Summer Camp Registration Open 
Register now at www.ubaru.org for this summer’s 

camping. This year’s camp dates begin with June 15-21: 
Work Week for everybody—families welcome; June 29-
July 5: rising 3rd-6th grade; July 6-12: rising 7th-9th grade; 
July 13-19: rising 9th-just graduated from 12th grade.  

Great Decisions meets to discuss various 
foreign affairs topics. 
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Service & Justice  
Share the Plate 

Thank you all for your generosity! In March we 
shared $1014.00 (including a very generous matching 
donation) with Texas UU Justice Ministry. On April 6, we 
will share the plate with the Friends of MHMRA (Mental 
Health and Mental Retardation Authority) of Harris County. 
You can find more information here: 
http://friendsofmhmra.org/.  

NAMI Walk Lunch and Learn 
April 6 – Join us after Second Service for a special 

Lunch and Learn: Mother-Daughter Journey of Mental 
Illness and Recovery. 

When Elizabeth Smalling began showing symptoms 
of depression as a junior at the University of Colorado in 
Boulder, she and her mom Shelley Green began an un-
charted, unexpected journey down the rabbit hole of men-
tal illness. Together, they will share their story and update 
the journey. Elizabeth spoke at our NAMI Walks Lunch 
and Learn last year. 

Shelley is a real estate agent in Houston and board 
member of NAMI Greater Houston. Elizabeth completed 
her Masters degree in healthcare administration and is 
currently working in the medical center. 

Adults $7.00, children 12 and under $2.00; Cockrell 
Hall, 12:15 p.m. 

NAMI Walk – Our Next All-Church Service & 
Justice Event - Join us April 12, 2014! 

SAVE THE DATE!  Join your fellow BAUUCers on 
the Bay Area IMPACT Team for the NAMI walk the 
morning of Saturday, April 12. NAMI, the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness, is one of the largest grass roots 
organizations dedicated to helping the mentally ill and 
their families through education (to increase awareness 
and eliminate stigma), advocacy (both for non- 
discriminatory local, state and federal policies as well as 
support for housing, rehab and meaningful employment) 
and supporting research into the causes and treatment for 
mental illness. 

The walk starts at 8:30 a.m. A group will be 
carpooling leaving from the church early that morning. The 
walk is an easy 3 miles starting and ending at Sam 
Houston Park downtown. 

To join, or donate to, the Bay Area IMPACT Team, 
go to http://namiwalks.nami.org/BayAreaIMPACT2014. If 
you need additional information, please do not hesitate to 
contact Rita D'Angelo, Bay Area IMPACT Team Captain, 
at dangerx08@yahoo.com, or Jane Malin, NAMI Greater 
Houston Board Member at orkidfam@swbell.net. In addi-
tion, information will be available on Sundays between 
services in Cockrell Hall. For information on this and other 
ALL-CHURCH Service & Justice Events, go to:  
http://www.bauuc.org/social-justice/service-justice-
events.html. 

Providence House and Farm: Dream Comes True 
A dream is coming true at the Providence House 

Clubhouse and Farm that will provide community-based 

rehabilitation for people with mental illness on our south-
east side. Six lovely acres of land are on Berry Creek, 25 
minutes north of BAUUC at 1802 Forest Oaks at Allen-
dale. St. Joseph House and Magnificat Houses, Inc., have 
joined together with Healthcare for the Homeless and 
MHMRA to acquire the land and buildings, with the help of 
a federal grant. The focus of the farm will be on restoration 
through community agriculture. A large set of garden 
plots, a few fruit trees and a substantial chicken coop are 
already on site. A Clubhouse is a place where people with 
serious mental illness—who are known as “members”—
participate in their own recovery process by working and 
socializing together in a safe and welcoming environment. 
The staff and volunteers work alongside the members. 

The St. Joseph House clubhouse is a wonderful and 
successful community center in midtown Houston. Provi-
dence House is the clubhouse at the new site, and it is 
open for visitors, members and volunteers. This new site 
provides a peaceful rural setting. There will be housing 
and there is room for adding more modern community 
housing for persons with mental illnesses. This has been a 
dream of our BAUUC Mental Health Action Team for 
many years. Now that it is happening on our doorstep, 
BAUUC can join with Providence House by volunteering in 
many ways. BAUUC can make a real and lasting impact, 
bringing light and fresh air to people with mental illness. 
Providence House is hiring staff, especially with gardening 
knowledge, and our friend Patrick Gibbs is signing on. 
Gardeners, builders and other volunteers, get ready for 
fun and fellowship together in this beautiful place. You will 
do your part to heal our world. 
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Announcement—Unitarian Universalist Rapid 
Response Network Training and Kick-Off! 

When: Saturday, April 19, 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 
Where: Emerson Unitarian Church, 1900 Bering Dr., 

Houston, TX  77057 
Calling all UUs in the greater Houston area to join us 

for this introduction to our exciting new program. Here are 
our “Talking Points” for why we have formed the UU Rapid 
Response Network: 
• As Unitarian Universalists, we have a demonstrated 

long history of over 40 years of acceptance and inclu-
sion in areas that are often controversial in religious 
congregations—these areas include GLBT inclusion, 
Women’s health and reproductive rights, and Interfaith 
cooperation and support. 

• Too often the voices of the religiously conservative 
are the only religious voices heard on these issues 

• When instances of intolerance or discrimination occur 
in the Greater Houston area around these issues, we 
want a clear religiously progressive response so that 
people better understand the breadth of religious per-
spectives on complex issues. 
The network will call “actions” 3-4 times a year so 

that we can gather around a particular incident or issue 
and get our voices heard! This training will introduce par-
ticipants to the process. 

To register for this training, go to: 
http://tinyurl.com/RRN-register. 

Please register by 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, April 13, in 
order to be sure to get lunch, a T-shirt, and for childcare. 

What’s Happening! 
The BAUUC Super Garage and Plant Sale  

April 3-5 - Start your 
spring cleaning now. Ask 
your neighbors for garage 
sale items. They will appreci-
ate the opportunity to clean 
out closets, bookcases, and 
cupboards, even the garage 
and yard. Did you upgrade 
your furniture this year?  We 
will help you get big items to 
the church. Not using your 
lawn equipment anymore? 
We have a huge outdoor sale. Got baby and children 
items that have been outgrown and are taking up space? 
Box them up and get them out of your house. Also, we 
always need children’s hangers, toys, and equipment. 
Take any adult clothing to the Interfaith Caring Ministries 
resale shop, since we don’t include clothing in our sale. 
We DO accept shoes, handbags, jewelry and accessories. 
We take books, CDs, DVDs, electronics, household items, 
linens, sports equipment, toys, camping equipment, holi-
day items and decorations, and arts and crafts supplies. 
And again there will be a plant sale just in time for spring 
planting. 

We began accepting merchandise after the second 
service Sunday, March 30, and continue to accept dona-
tions through noon Wednesday, April 2. NO LATER!! 

The Garage Sale is a major fund-raiser for the 
church, but it is also considered a service to our communi-
ty. Since this is an “ALL-CHURCH GARAGE SALE,” we 
need every volunteer we can get to help with the set-up 
and sale. No prior garage sale experience required. So 
mark your calendar for the week of March 30 – April 5 and 
donate as much time as you can. 

If you would like to volunteer or have a question, e-
mail Nelda Tuthill at natuthill@sbcglobal.net.  

Ancient Reflections/Covenant of UU Pagans 
We are reforming! Meeting times and date have yet 

to be determined, so watch the Weekly Briefs and Sunday 
announcements for more information or contact Carol 
Phillips at flyingdragongoddess@earthlink.net. 

PoUUC Covenant Group Potluck 
April 13 - Are you parenting a UU child? Do you 

wonder how others are doing it? Our covenant group, 
Parents of UU Children (PoUUC), is for you! 

We meet one Sunday of the month and share a pot-
luck meal. Then we send the children off to childcare and 
the adults spend time in a modified covenant group for-
mat. We open with a chalice lighting, short check-in, and 
then continue with discussion of the curriculum we are 
following or current issues we may be facing as parents. 
$5.00 per child for childcare. Cockrell Hall, 4:30–7:30 p.m. 

Help us Prepare Our for Annual Easter Egg Hunt 
This year’s Easter Egg Hunt will be between services 

(10:35 a.m.) on Easter, April 20. If you’d like to help out 
our Easter Bunny, we have lots of ways! Please consider 
the following: 
• Bring filled eggs to Cockrell Hall by Wednesday, April 

16.  
• If you have empty eggs or filler you’d like to donate, 

please drop it off in Cockrell Hall by Sunday, March 
30.  

• Or, you can pick up empty eggs (and filling) to be filled 
in Cockrell Hall beginning Wednesday, March 26.  

• Finally, the Easter Bunny always needs a little help 
during the 9:30 a.m. service on Easter morning.  

For more information, Contact Courtney Rountree at 
(youthdirector@bauuc.org). 
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PFLAG at BAUUC 
April 27 - BAUUC is pleased to 

offer meeting space to the Clear 
Lake chapter of PFLAG (Parents, 
Families and Friends of Lesbians 
and Gays). The group works to 
keep families together in loving 
relationships, helping them un-
derstand and affirm their gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and 
transgender family members. Each monthly meeting is a 
small group discussion where parents and other family 
members share their journeys and learn from one another. 

For more information, please call the Houston-area 
PFLAG helpline at 713-467-3524. Cockrell Hall, 2:00 p.m. 

Tai Chi on Wednesday Nights   
Tai Chi, an ancient Chinese meditative exercise, is 

helpful for stress management. Each Wednesday night 
we gather for an hour-long class starting at 7:00 p.m. in 
Room 103/104. All ages and fitness levels are welcome. 
No experience is necessary. Wear loose-fitting clothing 
and join us for fun and fitness. For details, please contact 
Andrea Hoekstra Molin and Arthur Molin. 

Weekday Happenings at the Church 
We offer many activities during the week, too! Age-

less Yoga is offered on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fri-
days at 1:00 p.m. Or you can join in a game of Mahjong at 
1:45 p.m. on Mondays or 7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. We 
hope you’ll join us! 

Join Us for Lunch? 

Meet n’ Eat Women’s Lunches 
Meet 'n' Eat is the Women's Lunch Group of 

BAUUC. We meet every Tuesday at area restaurants for 
food and fellowship. Visitors and guests are always wel-
come. Many regular attendees come from work; you don't 
need to tarry over long to still have a nice time! 

For communication of upcoming restaurants, we 
have a mailing list, updates in the Order of Service, and a 
Facebook Page called "Meet 'n' Eat". If you wish to be 
added to the mailing list, please contact Carol Phillips at 
flyingdragongoddess@earthlink.net. If you have a hard 
time finding the Facebook page, ask Carol Phillips (Face-
book ID CarolTLP) to be added. It is a closed group with 
very low message count, mostly just a weekly reminder of 
the upcoming restaurant. 

Meet 'n' Eat Restaurants for April: 
• April 1 - Mediterranean: Mediterraneo Market and 

Café, 18033 Upper Bay Road, Nassau Bay 
• April 8 - American: Ryan’s Smokehouse & BBQ, 103 

Henrietta, off Hwy 3 & NASA Parkway 
• April 15 - Chinese/Indian/Japanese: Cuisine of India, 

1212 E. NASA Parkway 
• April 22 - Mexican: Los Ramirez, 16630 El Camino 

Real 
• April 29 - Tommy's, 2555 Bay Area Blvd 

 
 

Sunday Lunch Schedule 
• April 6: Lunch and Learn at the church   
• April 13: Eduardo’s Mexican Kitchen – 911 E NASA 

Pkwy, Webster, TX  77598; 281-480-4775 
• April 20: AAA China Diner – 18027 Point Lookout Dr., 

Houston, TX  77058; 281-333-2704 (Formerly China 
Star) 

• April 27: Angelo’s Pizza and Pasta, 400 W. Bay Area 
Blvd. Ste A, Webster, TX, 77598; 281-332-2404 

Lunch with Liberals  
April 2 – Join us at The Egg and I (557 W. Bay Area 

Blvd) at 11:30 a.m. We hope to see you there! Questions? 
Call Susan Schlueter at 281-660-3988. 

H.I.S. Men’s Lunch Group  
Our BAUUC Men’s Group invites you to come and 

have lunch with them on Thursdays at 11:45 a.m. We 
gather at a restaurant in the Clear Lake area for food and 
conversation. All men are welcome to join us. For upcom-
ing lunch locations, see the Weekly Briefs and Sunday 
Order of Worship or contact Peter Taylor 
(peter.a.taylor@earthlink.net). 

News UU Can Use 

Stewardship 2014-2015 
Our stewardship campaign for 2014-2015 is well un-

derway. Many thanks to the people who have already re-
turned pledge cards. Your generous support of BAUUC 
will help our church continue in its important work. As we 
say each Sunday, your contribution blesses you, our min-
istries, and the world. 

If you have not yet returned your pledge card, please 
do so as soon as you are able. Pledge cards provide the 
church with the information it needs to plan for the coming 
years. Any pledge, whether large or small, is important 
and received gratefully. Please act today. 

Current and Upcoming Gallery Exhibits 
After the Spring Garage Sale, an exhibit in the style 

of comics by the somewhat secretive group “Hapa J” will 
be on display. Headed by our own Jessi Jordan, Hapa J 
also includes Isaiah Broussard and Jamie Kinosian. The 
exhibit will be up for most of April and May. Coming in 
June and July are Clif Grim’s spectacular photos of Ant-
arctica, which are still showing in tommy’s Restaurant 
Oyster Bay on Bay Area Blvd. Suggestions for future ex-
hibits are always welcome. Contact the curator, Peter 
Bowman at pabowman@gmail.com. 

Hearing Assist Devices  
are always available for  

activities in the Sanctuary. 
Pick them up in the Parlour. 
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MULTICULTURE WEEK 2014 
Drum roll please! The countries for Multiculture Week 

2014 are: Russia, Spain and Turkey!  Join in the fun as 
we experience these influential cultures and their food, 
music, and dance! 

Multiculture Week, July 7-10, 9:00 a.m.-noon, is de-
signed for rising Kindergartners through rising 5th graders. 
Cost is $75 for one child, $50 for each additional child in 
the same family, with a $175 per family cap. Registration 
begins May 15. 

If you would like to help plan, decorate and/or teach, 
contact Patti at dlre@bauuc.org. 

An organizational meeting for all involved is Sunday, 
April 13 at 12:15 p.m. in Room 112 (Middle School). 

Donate to BAUUC via Paypal or Credit Card 
See the NEW option to make donations to BAUUC 

electronically! Go to www.bauuc.org. Navigate to Contact 
Us, Make a Donation. You can use Paypal even if you 
don’t have a Paypal account. Just follow the instructions 
for “Don’t have a PayPal account?” If applicable, enter a 
note under "Add special instructions to the seller" whether 
using PayPal or a credit card. You can even set up regu-
lar, recurring payments! 

Becoming a Member  
Membership is a privilege and an honor not to be 

taken lightly. To be a member you must be sixteen years 
of age or older, make a financial pledge and sign our 
Membership Book. Becoming a member is not merely 
about money. You are also saying that you are in agree-
ment with our values and principles, and will join our ef-
forts to “Change lives and heal our world”. After 60 days 
from signing, you are eligible to vote at our congregational 
meetings, serve in any leadership position, and receive 
the UU World magazine. If you have been visiting us and 
feel you have found a home with us, we welcome you to 
membership. If you are considering membership, now is a 
perfect time to join and share the many joys of being part 
of this loving community. Please talk with Brenda Cockrell 
or Rev. Bruce Beisner.  

Healthy Congregation Team  
The leadership and staff of BAUUC are interested in 

your comments, compliments and concerns about our 
worship and programs. Please share your thoughts with 
the members of the Healthy Congregations Team: Rusty 
Cockrell, Catherine Williams, Judy Heilig and Rev. Bruce 
Beisner. 

The Care Team 
If you are experiencing an illness or need support, 

our Care Team is here for you. The Care Team offers 
phone calls, cards, meals and assistance with transporta-
tion to those in need in our church community. If you need 
care or support, please don’t hesitate to contact our Care 
Team. Call the church office or contact Laverne Nash at 
281-795-5836. 

Board Happenings 

Join fellow BAUUC Congregants at UU 
Leadership School! 

Dwight Brown Leadership Experience (DBLE) is a 5-
day UU leadership school held every summer near Dallas. 
BAUUC has participated in DBLE for many years, and 
many current BAUUC congregants have attended.  

DBLE offers a chance for turbocharged training for 
leaders—lay and clergy alike. DBLE is an intense and 
deeply spiritual experience that focuses on the presence 
and functioning of individual leaders to help form them into 
a team, serving Unitarian Universalism as leaders to their 
congregations and elders of the faith. Watch out world! 
Here come the Unitarian Universalists!  

This year DBLE will be held August 3-8, 2014. If you 
are interested in attending, learn more at 
http://www.seduua.org/resources/suuledble.html or con-
tact Claire Zimmerman, president@bauuc.org.  

Voting Congregational Meeting on May 4  
12:15 p.m., Sanctuary 
Don’t miss this important meeting to elect board 

members and revise the bylaws! 
Tentative agenda: 
1. Election of board members for the term from July 

2014 to June 2016. 
2. Final Discussion and Vote on revision of bylaws. 
3. Update on Stewardship results for the coming 

year. 
4. Encouragement to attend at the Houston Pride Pa-

rade in June. 
5. Recognition Corner—Have you noticed a volunteer 

who has gone above and beyond the call of duty?  Send 
your nominations to president@bauuc.org. 

Check out this link (corrected) 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8LLQPhjGKqsNXVNMlF
YN3dqNE0/edit?usp=sharing for more information on the 
votes we’ll be taking! 

We hope to see you there! If you will miss the meet-
ing, vote using a proxy form, which can be found in the 
church office under the mailboxes. It can also be found at 
www.bauuc.org. Navigate to About Us, Church Docu-
ments, Governance Policies and Procedures sorted al-
phabetically. Look for Proxy Form. 
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Continuing to Make Commitments!  
Thanks to our Volunteers! 

Through the weekly briefs, we solicited nominations for recognition of BAUUC volunteers. The words here are those 
we have received since December 1st. This list was presented at the March 2 congregational meeting as well. Please 
contact president@bauuc.org for future nominations. We are very grateful for all the time and energy expended by ALL of 
you on behalf of BAUUC and its future. 

“The Stewardship Event was so much fun that I want to call out Judy Bergman and 
Kathy Throop who worked their tails off to put that event together. I know there were 
many other people involved, too. Thanks to all of them!” 

“I want to nominate Patrick Ferrell for leading the community garden clean up day. Many 
people worked together under his leadership, building a beautiful garden and a beloved 
community as well.” 

“I think the Great Decisions course and related speakers is causing a fundamental shift in 
the culture at BAUUC. We now find ourselves in conversations and community with the 
local synagogues and the Islamic Center. We are not just calling for interfaith work; we 
are living it. Thank you, Bob Handy and Chris Rubly, for bringing this change to 
BAUUC.” 

“I’m a big Pete Seeger fan! Thanks to Beth Jordan, Steve Jordan, and Jason Plummer 
for the recent tribute on Sunday morning.” 

“I am very excited that my child has the opportunity to attend Our Whole Lives here at 
BAUUC. I think it will change his life. I think that Wendy Whittenberg-Ferrell is very in-
volved with that, and I just want to make sure she gets thanked. Thank you, Wendy!” 

“That piece that Eric Whetmore played at the Stewardship Event bowled me over!  
Thank you, Eric!” 

“I’ve seen Carol Fitzpatrick, Rita D’Angelo, and Ann Wiseman working on some new 
project related to member photos. Whatever it is, I appreciate all the work they are putting 
in. Thanks to Rita, Carol, and Ann!” 

“I’d like to nominate Fran Johnson for his tireless work of changing our signboard every 
week for years and years and years and years. I could also mention his money counting 
every Sunday.” 

“I’d like to nominate Darcy Truehan for all her kitchen magic.” 

“I’d like to nominate Ruth Bastian, Ivar and Barbara Larsen for heading-up the just fin-
ished, very successful blood drive (twice) each year.” 

“I’d like to nominate Beth Jordan for all the work she does.” 

 
  

 



                    Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church                                       
                     17503 El Camino Real 
                      Houston, TX 77058 
                      281-488-2001      
                      www.bauuc.org  
 
 
Church Office Hours 
Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
 
Sunday Worship Services 
9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 
Religious Education for All Ages 
Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 
Wednesday Nights at the Church 
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.  
Vespers service at 6:40 p.m. 
Activities and classes at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Next UNI*VERSE Deadline 
April 15, 2013                     
Send submissions to universe@bauuc.org 
 
 

 
 

 
What’s Happening at BAUUC…  
 

NAMI Walk Lunch and Learn, April 6 
Elizabeth Smalley and Shelley Green, Mother-Daughter Journey of Mental Illness and Recovery 
Cockrell Hall, 12:15 p.m. 
 
NAMI Walk, April 12 
All-Church Service and Justice Project  
Carpooling from BAUUC Parking Lot, Time TBD 
 
Garage and Plant Sale, April 3-5 
Donate (March 30 – April 2), Buy, or Volunteer!  
BAUUC, 8:00 a.m. daily 
 
Reproductive Justice, Wednesday Evenings  
A UUA curriculum for youth, young adults and adults 
Cockrell Hall, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Easter Egg Hunt, April 20 
Bring your little ones for an Easter Tradition! 
Playground, 10:35 a.m. 

 

See the complete church calendar at www.bauuc.org 


