
Judges stewart and Lockett have contacted the MobiLe bar association to follow up 
on the impact of the court funding crisis on our local state court system.  You may recall that 
Henry caLLaway wrote about this very topic in last September’s Bar Bulletin.  Unfortunately, 
the predictions from that time are coming true and it is increasingly urgent that something be 
done to preserve access to the courts.  The layoffs that have already been experienced have been 
very serious, but are going to get significantly worse in the near future.  A number of employees 
who would have been laid off last year remained at their jobs and were paid with local funds 
through an arrangement with the aLabaMa office of courts.  These employees are currently 
working at reduced pay and with no benefits.  Unfortunately, it is projected that those local 
funds will soon run out and those employees will no longer be at work.  A total of 57 employees 
have been effected by the funding cuts in the court system in Mobile County and when the 
existing local sources of funds run out and these employees are no longer at work, it is going to 
be very difficult for the circuit and district courts to operate with anything approaching the level 
of service to which we are accustomed.  The amount of money required to pay the 57 effected 
employees is $2.1 Million per year.  

Our local court system needs immediate help and instead of getting it from the proposed 
budget for the judicial branch, it is going to have to come from local resources.  

A local bill has been prepared at the request of the circuit and district court judges which if 
passed will increase the assessment for the law library fund by $50.00 on all civil and criminal 
filings and traffic fines.  If passed, the projection is that the local bill should generate enough 
money to reimburse AOC for paying the 57 employees who have been affected.  The proposed 
budget for the judicial branch will not provide funds for these employees.  Passage of the local 
bill is our only realistic hope.

As lawyers, we all recognize the critical role the court system plays in seeing that the rule 
of law is followed in our daily lives.  Please take some time and involve yourself in trying to 
save our court system by drumming up support for the local bill to generate the funds to keep 
employees at work in the courthouse to serve the public.  We need for everyone to pitch in and 
speak positively in favor of the local bill to increase the fee to the law library fund and contact 
your senators and representatives to impress upon them the importance of the local bill being 
passed before it is too late to salvage these critical jobs.  

Barbara and Tammy at Bar Headquarters (433-9790) will be happy to provide you with the 
names and mailing addresses of the senators and representatives whose support is essential to 
passage of the local act.  We need as many people as are willing to get behind this effort before it 
is too late. 

PrOgrAm
tHe speaker for tHe MarcH MontHLy LuncHeon wiLL be

asHLey ricH, MobiLe county district attorney
friday, MarcH 16, 2012, 11:45 aM

adMiraL seMMes HoteL

Honor 50 attorneys
ben H. Harris, Jr.
Jack w. Morgan

JaMes c. wood

Louis e. brasweLL

Browsing the Bar
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 2

New Members
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 4
Calendar

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 10
Continuing Legal Education

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .page 10
2012 OFFICERS

President - Wes Pipes
President Elect – Michael E. Upchurch

Vice President – J. Michael Druhan
Secretary – Latisha “Tish” Rhodes

Treasurer – Thomas M. Wood
Assistant Treasurer – Meegan B. Nelson

Pres Young Lawyers – E. Glenn Smith, Jr.
Executive Director – Barbara C. Rhodes

Editor – Ferrell S. Anders

President’s Comments

Volume XlI,
 Issue 3

march 2012

www.MobileBarNews.com

in tHis issue

wes pipes, president

MobiLe bar association



2www.MobileBarAssociation.com

Are You as Smart As a First grader?  A 1st grade school teacher had twenty-
six students in her class.  She presented each child in her classroom the first 
half of a well-known proverb and asked them to come up with the remainder 
of the proverb.  It’s hard to believe these were actually done by first graders.  
Their insight may surprise you.  While reading, keep in mind that these are first 
graders, 6-year-olds, because the last one is a classic!

1.  Don’t change horses until they stop running
2.  Strike while the bug is close
3.  It’s always darkest before Daylight Saving Time
4.  Never underestimate the power of TERMITES
5.  You can lead a horse to water but how?
6.  Don’t bite the hand that looks dirty
7.  No news is impossible
8.  A miss is as good as a Mr.
9.  You can’t teach an old dog new Math
10.  If you lie down with dogs, you’ll  stink in the morning
11.  Love all, trust me
12.  The pen is mightier than the pigs
13.  An idle mind is the best way to relax
14.  Where there’s smoke there’s pollution
15.  Happy the bride who gets all the presents
16.  A penny saved is not much
17.  Two’s company, three’s the Musketeers
18.  Don’t put off till tomorrow what you put on to go to bed
19.  Laugh and the whole world laughs with you, cry and you have to blow your nose
20.  Children should be seen and not spanked or grounded
22.  If at first you don’t succeed get new batteries
23.  You get out of something only what you see in the picture on the box
24.  When the blind lead the blind get out of the way
25.  A bird in the hand is going to poop on you

And the WINNER and last one!

26.  Better late than pregnant

I Just couldn’t resist sharing this with you. 
It was submitted by Juila Hornback for Hope International in 2009.  

 Browsing the Bar - With Barbara
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As the departMent of HoMeLand security and u.s. citizensHip and iMMigration 
services have initiated a series of policy and operational initiatives to attract foreign 
entrepreneurial talent of exceptional ability or who otherwise can create jobs and the 
State of Alabama has provided incentives to foreign-based companies, we do see more 
business and individual clients with employment or family-based immigration issues 
or questions than ever.  tHe guLf coast iMMigration Law center offers guidance, 
advice, counsel and representation to individual and business clients in matters of 
immigrant (both employment and family- based) and nonimmigrant working visas 
and compliance matters, including the u.s. iMMigration investor prograM (EB-5 
Program).  If you have any immigration related question, please contact us at info@
gulfcoastimmigrationlawcenter.us or suJin kiM, Esq. at 251-379-8065 or skim@
gulfcoastimmigrationlawcenter.us

 “When I Get Where I’m Going”: 
Immigration Law Questions?

Three Lawyers 
at Joe Cain

Can you guess who they 
are?
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VLP is proud to announce a number of exciting developments this month.  tHe 
baLdwin county bar association has elected to partner with the mBA VLP 
to offer free legal services to clients in Baldwin County.  By shifting program 
management from the Alabama State Bar VLP to this area, the VLP will be able 
to better serve the tremendous number of individuals in need.  VLP’s service area 
now encompasses Baldwin, Clarke, Mobile, and Washington counties.  To better 
reflect this regional approach, the mBA VLP is changing its name to the South 
Alabama Volunteer Lawyers Program (SAVLP) and adding a toll-free number for 
attorneys and clients (888-996-2857).  Look for changes soon to the VLP website 
and A2J online interview.

By the time you read this, VLP will have held the 1st “AttOrneY FOr tHe 
DAY” clinic at the Mobile County Courthouse.  At “AttOrneY FOr tHe 
DAY,” panel members will provide limited legal advice to drop-in clients. Cases 
that qualify for further representation through VLP will be referred back to the 
program for assignment to another VLP attorney.  Future clinics are scheduled 
for March 12th, April 9th and May  14th from 1:00-3:00 pm.  Please contact 
ariana Moore if you are interested in volunteering.  

Thanks to all who supported VLP during ALABAmA gIVeS DAY!  28 donors 
raised $1,315 during the day-long campaign February 2nd.  VLP ranked 110 
of 1,093 organizations in terms of the number of people who donated.  We 
appreciate your continued commitment to VLP.

SAVe tHe DAte
CunnIngHAm BOunDS will host a cocktail reception and screening of 

tO KILL A mOCKIngBIrD Tuesday, May 1st to celebrate Law week.  Please 
join us at Room 1927 (6 South Joachim Street) from 5:30-7:00 for the reception.  
Tickets cost $50.00 per person with all proceeds going to the VOLunteer 
LAWYerS PrOgrAm. Plan on staying for a complimentary screening of the 
classic movie, tO KILL A mOCKIngBIrD, at the Saenger Theater next door.

Volunte er law yer Progr am
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Volunte er law yer Progr am

Special thanks to those who opened and closed cases in January: 
JOSePH ALtADOnnA, trIStAn r. Armer, BrIgg H. AuStIn, 

ruSSeLL e. BergStrOm, JAIme W. BetBeze, BrItt V. BetHeA, KnOx 
BOteLer, HenrY H. BreWSter, PAuL D. BrOWn, JennIFer C. BYrD, 
HenrY A. CALLAWAY, III, CrAIg CAmPBeLL, JeAnnA m. CHAPPeLL, 
WALter g. CHAVerS, rOBert e. CLute, Jr., HArWeLL e. COALe, 
Jr., rOBert J. CrAne, Brent t. DAY, eDWArD A. DeAn, mArgAret 
F. DemerAnVILLe, DAnIeL A. DennIS, IV, mArK A. DOWDY, 
BrYAn g. DuHe’, BArre C. DumAS, KArLOS FInLeY, JOnAtHAn B. 
FrIeDLAnDer, nAtHAn FrIeDLAnDer, mICHAeL A. HArt, KAtIe H. 
HASSeLL, rOBert J. HeDge, tImOtHY A. HeISterHAgen, r. SCOtt 
HetrICK, JennIFer HOLIFIeLD, WeSLeY J. Hunter, HernDOn Inge, 
III,mAttHeW r. JACKSOn, JACK F. JAneCKY, JAmeS D. JeFFrIeS, Jr., 
CAnDACe D. JOHnSOn, gregOrY r. JOneS, gILBert B. LADen, JAmeS 
LOrIS, Jr., tODD C. mALLette, e. ruSSeLL mArCH, III, L. A. mArSAL, 
tHOmAS r. mCALPIne, gregOrY B. mCAtee, LYnn mCCOnneLL, 
JennIFer e. mCDOnALD, rOBert B. mCgInLeY, Jr., mICHAeL S. 
mCnAIr, S. C. mIDDLeBrOOKS, BrOOKS P. mILLIng, JennIFer S. 
mOrgAn, PAuL D. mYrICK, meegAn neLSOn, JAmeS B. neWmAn, 
mArY e. PILCHer, JAmeS reBArCHAK, rOBert rICCIO, J. BurruSS 
rIIS, IAn rOSentHAL, SArAH rutLeDge, WILLIAm H. SALIBA, trOY 
t. SCHWAnt, SteVen SCIPLe, AnnA L. SCuLLY, mAttHeW t. SCuLLY, 
CLIFFOrD C. SHArPe, JOnAtHAn e. SHOLtIS, PAtrICK H. SImS, JACK 
SmALLeY, III, APrIL D. SmItH, JOn m. SPeCHALSKe, D. trICe StABLer, 
t. JeFF SteIn, DrAgAn StOJAnOVIC, WILLIAm D. StOKeS, mArgAret 
A. StOne, renee e. tHIrY, BArrY L. tHOmPSOn, gregOrY VAugHAn, 
PAtrICK J. WArD, WILLIAm W. WAttS, III, JArrOD J. WHIte, AnD 
tHereSA n. WILLIAmSOn.   
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announceMents

JOneS WALKer is pleased to announce that CHrIStOPHer 
H. ezeLL has joined the firm’s Mobile office. cHris ezeLL is an 
associate serving in the firm’s Business & Commercial Litigation 
Practice Group. mr. ezell works closely with banking and financial 
services clients on business and commercial disputes. In 2009, mr. 
ezell earned his juris doctor degree from tHe unIVerSItY OF 
ALABAmA SCHOOL OF LAW, magna cum laude, where he served 
as acquisitions editor and Junior editor of the ALABAmA LAW 
reVIeW, and was named to the OrDer OF tHe COIF. Mr. Ezell 
received his Bachelor of Science in Finance, summa cum laude, from 
tHe unIVerSItY OF ALABAmA in 2006, where he was named an 
austin scHoLar. He is a member of the ALABAmA StAte BAr and 
the StAte BAr OF geOrgIA.

ALISOn BAxter HerLIHY has relocated her office to 209 N. 
Joachim St., Mobile, AL 36603, all other information remains the 
same; telephone 251.432.7909; www.herlihyfamilylaw.com

OFFICe SPACe FOr LeASe in midtown Mobile.  Onsite 
parking, lobby/reception area, work room, conference room, 
kitchen.  Also available - hi-speed internet (DSL), extra phone line, 
large copy, printer, scanner, fax machine.  Contact debbie MurpHy. 
251.510.4797.
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announceMents

Free SemInAr:  Register now for u. S. SentenCIng 
COmmISSIOn’S AnnuAL nAtIOnAL SemInAr on the 
Federal Sentencing Guidelines, June 13-15, 2012, New Orleans, LA.  
Register at http://events.SignUp4.com/2012USSCAnnuaNationalSe
minar.

nOtICe tO ALL AttOrneYS rePreSentIng CLIentS In 
SArALAnD munICIPAL COurt
Effective March 21st, 2012, ALL dockets (arraignment and trial) in 
the Saraland Municipal Court will begin at 1:00 pm.  

JuDge C. mArK erWIn

ArmBreCHt JACKSOn LLP IS PLeASeD tO AnnOunCe 
tHAt CHrIStOPHer g. Hume, III HAS JOIneD tHe 
FIrm AS A PArtner.   
Chris’ practice is devoted to civil litigation, with an emphasis 
on insurance and personal injury defense, product liability, 
construction litigation, property, including first party policy 
disputes, transportation and workers’ compensation.  Prior to 
joining arMbrecHt Jackson LLp, Chris served as the Managing 
Partner of the Mobile office of baLL baLL MattHews & novak, p.a.

Effective January 1, 2012, DODSOn & SteADmAn moved 
its office to 4087-B Cottage Hill Road, Mobile, Alabama 36609. 
Contact information for Dodson & Steadman, P.C. is as follows: 
Telephone: 251-661-0702, Facsimile: 251-661-0112, Charles’ e-mail: 
chd@dodsonsteadman.com, Joe’s e-mail: jds@dodsonsteadman.
com
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DIED: Dr. WILLIAm A. BOx, father of MBA 
member Mike box, died January 28, 2012.  He 
served in the u. s. arMy during worLd war ii, 
and graduated from the tuLane university scHooL 
of Medicine in 1952.  He was one of the first doctors in 
nortH MobiLe county, and was one of the founders of suburban 
HospitaL in satsuMa.  He enjoyed the outdoors and woodworking.  
He is survived by 3 children, eleven grandchildren, and one 
great-grandchild.

DIED: erneSt P. tHOmPSOn, father of MBA member barry 
tHoMpson and father-in-law of MBA member denise LittLeton, 
died in Goodwater, Alabama on January 28, 2012.  He was a pilot 
with the u. s. air force in worLd war ii, and retired from the 
reserves as a major.  He received a Master’s degree in mechanical 
engineering from auburn university and worked for many years 
in the aerospace industry, and later for the soutHern coMpany. 
He was active in many civic and church activities. In addition to 
Barry and Denise, he is survived by his wife of 60 years and two 
grandchildren.

DIED:  ALICIA CAne CrOSBY, mother of MBA member JiM crosby, 
died at Westminster Village in Spanish Fort on February 2, 2012.  
She is survived by four children, eleven grandchildren, and nine 
great-grandchildren.

DIED: eLAIne mArIe DuKe, widow of late MBA member pete 
duke, died January 19, 2012 at the age of 81.  She and Pete were 
married for 54 years, and she is survived by four children, eight 
grandchildren (including MBA member cuLLen duke) and six 
great grandchildren.  

Lawyers In The news
by  sandy g. robinson
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pLease give

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________

Phone: _____________________ E-mail: ____________________________

 I want to make a donation to the Mobile Bar Foundation.

 In honor/memory of: _________________________________________

 Acknowledgement to: Name _______________________________

 Address ___________________________________________________

 I want to become a member of the Mobile Bar Foundation.

 Check enclosed

 Bill my credit card $_____ Visa/Master Card/Amex #___________________ 

  Life Member ($5000, paid in up to 5 annual installments)
  Partner ($500 or more) 
  Associate ($100 or more) 
  Regular Member ($50 - $99 annually, 
     or if member of MBA practicing 5 years or less $25 - $99) 

 I would like information on including the Foundation in my estate planning.

    Signature __________________________________ Exp. _______________

Mail to:  Mobile Bar Foundation, P.O. Drawer 2005, Mobile, AL 36652

I would first like to thank mCDOWeLL KnIgHt rOeDDer & SLeDge for a great February 
meeting at tHe bar on February 29th. McdoweLL knigHt has always been a generous sponsor of 
the YOung LAWYerS, and we appreciate their support. The March meeting is being sponsored by 
Burr FOrmAn. We are still in the process of getting all of the details ironed out as far as location 
and date, and I will let you know as soon as we finalize all of that information.
I would also like to remind everyone that the YOung LAWYerS will again be sponsoring fun 
fest at saint Mary’s orpHanage on April 28th, and we are in need of volunteers and sponsors. fun 
fest is always a great fundraising success as well as a great time for the children and volunteers. 
CHrIS COnte and SCOtt SteVenS have been the chairs of the fun fest committee for the 
last two years, and they deserve to be commended for their work and dedication to the YOung 
LAWYerS and st. Mary’s. If you would like to get involved with fun fest, are interested in 
sponsoring an upcoming meeting, or have any questions, please e-mail me (gsmith@carrallison.
com), JOSH FrIeDmAn (josh@bafmobile.com), or KASee HeISterHAgen (kasee.
heisterhagen@burr.com), CHrIS COnte (ctc@helmsinglaw.com), or SCOtt SteVenS 
(sstevens@starneslaw.com).

E. GlEnn Smith, Jr., PrESidEntYoung LawYers



8- THURSDAY
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

12 O’CLOCk NOON, BIENVILLE CLUB
 

9 - FRIDAY
VLP SEMINAR, 9:00 – 11:00 AM

 
15 - THURSDAY 

WORkERS COMP SECTION MEETING,
12 O’CLOCk NOON, ADMIRAL SEMMES

16 - FRIDAY
MBA MONTHLY LUNCHEON, 
11:45 AM. ADMIRAL SEMMES

16 - FRIDAY – SEMINAR “THE MODERN LAW PRACTICE”, 
ADMIRAL SEMMES, 1:30 – 4:45 PM

22 - THURSDAY
MBA GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE MEETING,

12 O’CLOCk NOON, MBA HEADqUARTERS

March 9 9:00 – 11:00 Defense of Debt collection Matters: 
   the abcs of Debt collection Defense” 2.0 hrs

March 16 1:30 – 4:45 the MoDern law Practice 3.0 hrs.
aPril 20 1:30 - 4:45 Drug court 3.0 hrs

May 18 1:30 - 4:45 worDs froM on high 3.0 hrs

continuing LegaL education

MarcH 2012


