
THIS WEEK AT EMERSON – SEPTEMBER 11, 2014 
Emerson UU Chapel     A welcoming congregation of the UUA  

    If you’ve missed something - this week and last week editions are on the website: www.emersonuuchapel.org 

Emerson Chapel is on Facebook and Twitter 

 

..Celebrating 30 years of transforming ourselves, our community, our world.. 

Sunday – September 14 

17815 Wild Horse Creek Road (Barat Academy) 

10:00 AM - Worship Service  
Living Out Loud!  Rev. Krista Taves 

For 30 years Emerson Chapel has Lived Out Loud!   

We will celebrate this legacy and look to the future, to how we will live the promise of Unitarian Universalism in our city 

and in our world.   This is no small question for us, especially in light of how our city has been rocked by racial tensions 

that have captured the eye of the world.   

In a world filled with struggle, we are called to embody a different way, and be changed ourselves in the process.       

Pianist:  Todd Painter 

 

11:20 AM  - Religious Education 

Pathways to Membership 

 
Our Outreach Partner is: UU Trauma Ministry  

Unitarian Universalist Trauma Response Ministry provides culturally sensitive spiritual care to survivors of mass disasters 

and other significant trauma.   www.traumaministry.org 

 

Serving this Sunday: 

Liturgist: Susan Stafford 

Greeters:  Brenda Ernest, Lisa Parnell 

Board Members: Charles Landauer, Jeff Gidday 

 

Our Minister’s Message 
 
For the past three weeks, I have been receiving letters of congratulations on the 30th Anniversary of Emerson Unitarian 
Universalist Chapel. These letters are indeed heart-warming because they demonstrate so clearly that we are not alone. 
We are embedded in a networks of relationships with Unitarian Universalist congregations around the continent. And 
why should it be otherwise? The principle of interdependence is at the heart of Unitarian Universalist theology and our 
framework for understanding the world. We are relationships with all that is. This is both comforting and a call to 
action.  
 
I find myself thinking deeply about the identity of this congregation. What is this church's fundamental purpose? Many 
non-Unitarian Universalists look at us and say that there can be no fundamental purpose to Unitarian Universalism 
because of our tremendous diversity. They're right about one thing - our diversity. In our congregation we have Atheists, 
Humanists, Christians, Jewish people, Buddhists, Agnostics, Pagans, Spiritual and Not Religious, and those who are just 
plain old "Unitarian Universalists." It would be easy to say that we cannot have a fundamental purpose.  
 
 

http://www.emersonuuchapel.org/


But, if you look at our 7 principles and purposes, it is actually pretty clear that we do. Our fundamental purpose is 
justice, peace, and harmony. It is to provide a living example of the unity that is possible when you commit to a life 
where every single person is important, everyone has a voice, everyone has equal opportunity, and all stories matter. So 
often, our attempts to live in unity are actually a false unity, premised on silencing dissent, silencing difference, silencing 
the things about others that make us uncomfortable. Our shining goal is to live through these fears into a true peace and 
harmony, that can only happen with true justice. 
 
When I look at the 30 year history of Emerson Unitarian Universalist Chapel, I see this as a congregation that came to be 
out of the desire to provide this path to those in a part of the city where that path was greatly needed. The burgeoning 
suburbs had no Unitarian Universalist presence. First Unitarian Church of St. Louis and Eliot Unitarian Chapel decided to 
change that. They provided money, the time of their ministers, and members, to start a new congregation in West 
County.  
 

Ironically, as we've been preparing for the 30th Anniversary Celebration, Michael Brown was shot in Ferguson. There are 
a multiplicity of opinions in our congregation about whether that shooting was justified. But one thing most of us will 
agree on, is that the unrest that has come to the surface following the shooting shows us a picture of a city that is 
tremendously divided by race and where there is a clear imbalance of power based on race, with real consequences for 
real people. This is an uncomfortable fact for many of us, especially if we are white. Many us of are learning things about 
our city that we didn't know, or perhaps only knew at a gut level without words. 
 
My question for our community is this: Who are we called to be for ourselves and for our city at this time? We have 30th 
years of congregational life, 30 years of worship and religious education and fellowship, 30 years of social justice in 
many forms, under our belt. What now? What has become clear to me is that we have an opportunity to make a 
difference. In fact, it is more than an opportunity, it is what we are called to do as a people committed to justice, peace 
and harmony. Everything we do, from our worship, to religious education, to fellowship, empowers us to act in our 
diverse and unique ways for true justice, harmony and peace.  
 
I welcome you to join us in the celebration which begins this Sunday. We have many guests coming to join us on Sunday 
- guests from First Unitarian Church of St. Louis, First Unitarian Church of Alton IL, and Eliot Unitarian Chapel, as well as 
greetings from Rev. Peter Morales, President of the Unitarian Universalist Association. It's a Sunday not to be missed! 
 
Yours in faith and love, Rev. Krista. 
 

Rev. Krista Taves is available for regular pastoral care on Wednesday, Thursday, and Sunday afternoon.  She is 
available for emergency pastoral care 24/7.  If you have a pastoral care emergency, please leave a voice mail at 
417-343-8657, 636-256-7393 and pastoralcare@emersonuuchapel.org.  Someone should be in touch with you 
shortly.  A pastoral care emergency includes death, the proximity of death, or a life-threatening emergency.  If 
Rev. Krista Taves is on her weekend, vacation or study leave, please contact either the Office Administrator 
(office@emersonuuchapel.org), Pastoral Care Team Leader Karyl Howard (pastoralcare@emersonuuchapel.org) 
or President of the Board Nancy Belt (president@emersonuuchapel.org).   
 

mailto:pastoralcare@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:office@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:pastoralcare@emersonuuchapel.org
mailto:president@emersonuuchapel.org


Making Each Sunday Happen (MESH) Teams are here! 
We have finally filled out our teams (with some places for new folks to join us)! The teams are put together so that we 
are assigned, generally, one Sunday each month, and consistently assigned on a first Sunday, or third, or whichever. We 
even were able to accommodate a fifth Sunday team!! We appreciate everyone helping out to make our Sundays 
happen!!    Look for an email tomorrow with the teams shown. 
 
In faith and service,     Jake Lyonfields, Nancy Fish, Nancy Belt and Barb Brown 
 
 

LOVE FIRST 
Emerson Chapel's Social Justice Team, Love First, has met twice in September to review our current affiliations and to 
determine our direction for the current church year. The upheaval in Ferguson has led us to investigate ways to support 
communities in our city who struggle with inequitable opportunities, racism, and violence.   With last year's completion 
of the program Building the World We Dream About, an adult curriculum focused on racism in 21st century America and 
how to be a true ally for racial justice, our focus will be deepening the concrete actions we can take as a congregation to 
address systemic racism in our community and city.   
  
We have agreed to continue our affiliation with M-Slice (Metro St. Louis Coalition for Inclusion and Equality) to support 
the Kensington Park neighborhood, a largely African American neighborhood north of Delmar.  Our primary engagement 
with M-SLICE continues to be a focus on the safety of the neighborhood.  We have had two work days where brush is 
cleared from unoccupied lots to prevent illegal activity.  In conjunction with First Church and Eliot Chapel, our next work 
day is set for Saturday, November 8th.  Our contacts for M-SLICE are Vince and Jan Seyer, who are exploring additional 
ways to deepen our service to and relationship with this neighborhood. 
  
 Many thanks to everyone who contributed much needed food and hygiene supplies for people in Ferguson who lived in 
the protest area during the time, in which transportation and stores in the area were disrupted.  Reverends Krista Taves 
and Julie Taylor also visited the area to give ministerial support and to keep in contact with Metropolitan Congregations 
United and St. Louis Metropolitan Clergy Coalition, both of which are doing work on the ground.  Rev. Julie Taylor 
participated in Clergy United actions on the nights of protest to help de-escalate tensions between law enforcement and 
largely peaceful protesters.  Jake Lyonfields, Rev. Julie Taylor, and Christine Bastian have also participated in various 
peaceful demonstrations in the city.   
  
During the past two years we supported the Little Bit Foundation with donations of backpacks, coats and mittens, books 
and buddies for school children in marginalized areas of our city.  Again we wish to thank everyone for their generous 
support. 
 
Love First will be meeting again on Thursday, September 18th at 6 pm in our new meeting space at 16233 Westwoods 
Business Park.  We will be discussing and planning our social justice direction going forward.  Everyone is welcome. 

 
                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In honor of Emerson Unitarian Universalist Chapel’s 30th Anniversary, congregations across 
the continent are sending us greetings and congratulations.  These are wonderful expressions 

of care, gratitude, and support.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  PROMO was our Outreach Partner through May & June 

Dear Rev. Krista Taves & The Emerson Unitarian Universalist Chapel, 

 

We needed you and you were there.  Thank you very much for your recent gift of $903.10 to PROO.  Your financial 

support will help us to advance the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender Missourians.  Please know that your 

contribution supports PROMO’s legislative work and is not tax-deductible. 

 

Please feel free to visit our online Take Action center at www.PROMOonline.org, where you can sign up to receive action 

Alerts and Monthly Newsletters.  By sending the link to friends you’re helping to build the momentum to create change 

in Missouri.  As PROMO continues to advocate for LGBT equality in Missouri, it is good to know that we have the 

personal and financial backing of people like you.  Thank you again for your support of PROMO. 

 

Yours in Equality,  A.J. Bockelman, Executive Director 

 
Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship 

105 N Parrish Ln, Carbondale, IL 62901 
 

To the Congregation of Emerson Chapel: 

 

From our new minister, Rev. Sarah Richards, we have learned of the new, loving 

journey you’re about to embark on, as you approach your 30th anniversary.   

 

Please accept our sincere congratulations on the 30th anniversary of Emerson 

Chapel, and please accept our admiration and respect for the bold, generous steps 

you are taking as a congregation to more fully live out your UU values.  You are 

representing the UU faith well and you are leading the way.   

 

You inspire us and challenge us to find our own ways to do more, give more, in 

the wider service of the world.  Please keep us up to date on your activities and 

let us know how we might, at times, partner with you regionally to “stand on the 

side of love.” 

 

Your friends in Carbondale, 

 

The Social Action Committee of the Carbondale Unitarian Fellowship 

Jan Eisenhard, SAC Committee Chair 

 

http://www.promoonline.org/


Easiest Fund raising ever!!  Grocery gift cards and GL Scrip are on sale Every Sunday 
See how ALL your shopping can benefit Emerson.  Gift cards are available from Dierberg’s and Shop & Save.    

Spend what you normally spend each month and give 5% to Emerson.   

Scrip bonuses! 

                     Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores® is offering a 2% bonus contribution from Saturday,  

September 6 through Friday, September 19. Customers who purchase $25 Jo-Ann gift cards will  

receive an 8% contribution instead of the standard 6%. 
 

Starbucks® gift cards are available for ReloadNow® with the same great 7% rebate! Starbucks gift cards can be 

reloaded for $10 - $200. With ReloadNow, your reloaded funds will be available in minutes when you pay with 

PrestoPay™ 

This Week’s Calendar of Events 
 

SUN, Sept 14                  10:00 AM Worship 

11:20 AM   -Religious Ed for all Ages & Pathways to Membership 

 

MON, Sept 15   7:00 PM  –  Readers Circle 

TUE, Sept 16   11:30 AM – Basic Lunch Therapy (BLT) ** 

WED, Sept 17   7:00 PM – Emergency Response Team 

THU, Sept 18   6:00 PM – Love First 

                                                                                                                                         ** meets offsite 

 

          Meetings are held at the Chapel Office, 16233 Westwoods Business Park in Ellisville unless indicated ** as offsite. 

 Church 

FALL FESTIVAL    
Saturday, October 18th 4-7 PM – Large Pavilion, Babler State Park 

 

Notices & Invitations from our Outreach Partners, our Wider UU Community & Sister Congregations 

UU Women’s Connection – Fall Retreat – October 10th to 12th, DeKoven Retreat Center, Racine, Wisconsin 

Register online at www.uuwomensconnection.org 

 

UU College of Social Justice is offering an alternative Spring Break in March 2015 for college-aged young adults. 

On this weeklong trip, participants will work and learn with members of the Papaye Peasant Movement (MPP), 

a UUSC partner, on projects that help former Port-au-Prince residents build new lives in rural Haiti. Every day, 

you will work with Haitian peasants to build new homes, construct food gardens from old tires, or contribute to 

other sustainability projects. For more info, email info@uucsj.org. 

http://www.uuwomensconnection.org/


                                                        +++ 
UU Trauma Response Ministry Team is our September outreach partner … 

Ferguson, MO and the UU Trauma 
Response Ministry Team  

  
 

Perhaps you have been wondering if the UU Trauma Response Team (UUTRM) has been deployed to Ferguson Mo. in the 

wake of the 14 plus days of protests and unrest following the police shooting of a black youth. 

 

The short answer is no. We have not been called on by any UU minister, congregation or UUA staff or group. It is the policy 

and practice of the UU Trauma Response Ministry to deploy only when a specific request is made. This doesn’t mean that  we 

are not aware of the situation because the longer answer is that the Rev. Julie Taylor, a UUTRM board member and responder, 

lives in St. Louis and has been on the ground to assess the situation up close and personal.  

     

When Julie spoke with me about writing this article including her assessment of the situation and engagement in the events - we 

wanted to reiterate a few policies and procedures. First, the UU Trauma Response Ministry works with congregations, ministers 

and UUA staff only when our services are requested. We do not “self-deploy” to an event without a request for our assistance. 

Of course, when bad things happen, and because we are a relational religious group, we will reach out with a gentle reminder 

that we are here and that you don’t have to be alone. Yet, we don’t go somewhere just because something has happened.  

     

We have learned that being part of a tragic event doesn’t mean that any person or group of persons is automatically traumatized. 

We believe that people are inherently resilient and we never assume that people respond to tragic events in the same way.  The 

UUTRM team is present both for the immediate aftermath of an event and for the long haul, if needed. Often times our role is to 

help assess a situation and to work with leaders to assist them in crafting their own responses.  We hope to become good allies 

by following the lead of the community affected rather than imposing our presence. 

     

Regarding the situation in Ferguson, Julie is assessing daily what is needed for and by UUTRM. Currently there is no need for 

us to respond on scene.   There are however a few actions you can take if, as Julie says, “you wish to be living out and 

becoming the presence of embodied love in our communities.”  

 Connect by liking the Facebook page created by local St. Louis area 

ministershttps://www.facebook.com/stlstandingonthesideoflove 

 Keep connected to the Standing on the Side of Love web page and read the acts of support that are taking 

place all across the Unitarian Universalist worldhttp://standingonthesideoflove.org/blog/ferguson-and-

beyond-next-steps-for-justice/ 

 If you live in the St. Louis area, access http://www.prayingwithourfeet.org/, an information clearing house for 

local people of faith.  

 Work, or continue to work, for the changes in your local communities that will address any issues of 

injustice, racial profiling, police training and ways to develop multi- racial, interfaith relationship building. 

Sincerely, 

Rev.  Dr. Susan Suchocki Brown 

UUTRM Board Member 

 

 

 

 

 

http://traumaministry.us4.list-manage1.com/track/click?u=129dd8d8f4d20dc1f024d723c&id=089b6cf8e1&e=c84c46b130
http://traumaministry.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=129dd8d8f4d20dc1f024d723c&id=b0cd20e944&e=c84c46b130
http://traumaministry.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=129dd8d8f4d20dc1f024d723c&id=b0cd20e944&e=c84c46b130
http://traumaministry.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=129dd8d8f4d20dc1f024d723c&id=f51afd4af6&e=c84c46b130


How/Where/When to find us:   

Sunday Morning 

17815 Wild Horse Creek Road, Chesterfield, MO 63005 

(Barat Academy) 

 
Mailing & Meeting Address: 

16233 Westwoods Business Park Drive, Ellisville, MO 63021 
 

The office is staffed  
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday from 9 AM to 2 PM; Friday from 9 to Noon 

 
                                                                               Phone: 636-256-7393 

e-mail: 
minister@emersonuuchapel.org 

office@emersonuuchapel.org 

 “Belie 
Rev. Revving 

           Emerson UU Chapel 2014-2015 -  Board Members 

 
President: Nancy Belt  

President Elect: Mary Murphy 

Vice-President: Jake Lyonfields  

Vice President Elect/Secretary: Mark Fish  

Members-At-Large: Debbie Baumoel; Jeff Gidday; Charles Landauer 
Treasurer:   
Assistant Treasurer: Melissa Grizzle 
Minister: Rev. Krista Taves    
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