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Drought still grips
much of the US

DES MOINES, Iowa —
The U.S. Department of
Agriculture has re-
leased its final crop
report for 2012, showing
heavy losses from the
drought still gripping
much of the nation.

The report shows
farmers got less than
three-fourths of the
corn the agency initia-
lly expected when
planting was done in the
spring.

The report released
Friday shows a harvest
of 10.78 billion bushels
of corn, 27 percent less
than the 14.8 billion
bushels anticipated
before drought set in.

The U.S. still saw one
of the largest corn har-
vests in the country’s
history. Farmers say
better crop technology
saved them frommore
devastating losses.

Saudi women gain
seats on council

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia
— Saudi Arabia’s king
granted women seats on
the country’s top ad-
visory council for first
time on Friday, giving
them a long-awaited
toehold in the ultracon-
servative kingdom’s
male-dominated politi-
cal system.

King Abdullah’s
decrees come against
the backdrop of heavy
restrictions on women
who are not allowed to
travel, work, study
abroad, marry, get di-
vorced or gain admit-
tance to a public hospi-
tal without permission
from amale guardian.

Recently, airport
authorities were in-
structed to send text
messages to the phones
of male guardians —
husbands, fathers or
brothers —with in-
formation about the
movements of their
wives, daughters or
sisters.

Mauledman
pleads not guilty

NEWYORK—Aman
who jumped into a tiger
den at the Bronx Zoo
and survived a mauling
has pleaded not guilty
to trespassing charges.

The Bronx District
Attorney’s Office says
David Villalobos was
arraigned Friday and
released until another
court appearance
March 12.

Villalobos, 25, had
told investigators his
Sept. 21 leap was not a
suicide attempt but “a
desire to be one with
the tiger.” He jumped
from amonorail car in
the zoo’s Wild Asia ex-
hibit and cleared a 16-
foot-high fence. He was
attacked by a 400-pound
Siberian tiger named
Bashuta. He suffered
bites and other injuries.

Japan’s PM
criticizes China

TOKYO—Reaffirm-
ing his hawkish stance
on China, PrimeMinis-
ter Shinzo Abe said
Friday that Japan will
not negotiate with Beij-
ing over a contested
cluster of uninhabited
islands and that China
was “wrong” for allow-
ing violent protests
over the territorial
dispute.

Abe, who took office
just over two weeks
ago, had much warmer
words for South Korea,
despite strained ties
with Seoul over a sep-
arate territorial spat
and other issues. Abe
said he hoped to estab-
lish a trusting relation-
ship with President-
elect Park Geun-hye as
soon as possible.

He spoke as U.S.
officials prepared to
visit Japan and South
Korea to ensure the key
American allies are
committed to mending
their relationship.

—Associated Press

Briefs

wide. It will happen this
spring instead of summer
— a shift that looks small
but looms larger in thede-
bate over how quickly to
bring U.S. troops home
and whether some should
stay after combat ends in
2014.

The two leaders also
agreed that the Afghan
government would be
given full control of de-
tention centers and de-
tainees.

They did not reach
agreement on an equally
sticky issue: whether any
U.S. troops remaining af-
ter 2014would be granted
immunity from prosecu-
tion under Afghan law.

Immunity is a U.S. de-
mand that the Afghans
have resisted, saying
they want assurances on
other things—suchasau-
thority over detainees —
first.

At a joint news confer-
ence with Karzai in the

WASHINGTON — Un-
easy allies, President Ba-
rack Obama and Afghan
President Hamid Karzai
demonstrated Friday
they could agree on one
big idea: After 11years of
war, the time is right for
U.S. forces to let Afghans
dotheirownfighting.U.S.
and coalition forces will
take a battlefield back
seat by spring and, by im-
plication, gohome in larg-
er numbers soon there-
after.

“It will be a historic
moment,” Obama de-
clared.

In a White House
meeting billed as a
chance to take stock of a
war that now ranks as
America’s longest, Oba-
ma and Karzai agreed to
accelerate their timeta-
ble for putting the Af-
ghanistan army in the
lead combat role nation-

White House East Room,
Obama said he was not
yet ready to decide the
pace of U.S. troop with-
drawals betweennowand
December 2014. That is
the target date set by
NATO and the Afghan
government for the inter-
national combat mission
to end.

There are now 66,000
U.S. troops there.

Up to Afghanistan

Obama’s message was
clear: The Afghans must
now show they are capa-
ble of standing on their
own.

“By the end of next
year, 2014, the transition
willbecomplete.Afghans
will have full responsibil-
ity for their security, and
this warwill come to a re-
sponsible end,” he said.

The Afghan army and
police now have 352,000
in training or on duty, al-

though that number is
viewedbymanyasunsus-
tainable because the gov-
ernment is almost entire-
ly reliant on international
aid to pay the bills.

Some private security
analysts — and some in
the Pentagon — worry
that pulling out too quick-
ly will leave Afghanistan
vulnerable to collapse.

Inaworst-casescenar-
io, that could allow theTa-
liban to regain power and
revert to the role they
played in theyearsbefore
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks
as protectors of al-Qaida
terroristsbentonstriking
the U.S.

Many Americans,
however, arewearyof the
war and skeptical of any
claim that Afghanistan is
worth more U.S. blood.

ObamaandKarzai also
have to decide whether a
residual U.S. force will
remain after 2014 to pre-
vent al-Qaida from re-es-

tablishing a substantial
presence in Afghanistan
and to continue training
and advising Afghan
forces. U.S. commanders
have recommended that
6,000 to15,000U.S. troops
remain for those purpos-
es, but the White House
seems to believe the true
need is closer to 3,000 —
or possibly even zero.

Although it’s not wide-
ly recognized in the U.S.,
American forces have
greatly scaled back their
combat role already.

In a joint statement,
Obama and Karzai said
Afghan forces now lead
more than 80 percent of
combat operations.

Asked about a poten-
tial post-2104 U.S. mili-
tary presence, Karzai
said, “Numbers are not
going to make a differ-
ence to thesituation inAf-
ghanistan. It’s the broad-
er relationship that will
make a difference.”

President Barack
Obama and Afghan
President Hamid
Karzai shake hands at
the conclusion of their
news conference
Friday in the East
Room of the White
House. PABLOMARTINEZ

MONSIVAIS/AP

Obama, Karzai agree:
Time to wind down war
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Look-
ing for broader remedies
to gun violence, Vice
President Joe Biden ex-
pressed interest Friday
in existing technology
that would keep a gun
from being fired by any-
one other than the owner.
He said such technology
might have affected
events inConnecticut last
month when 20 young-
sters and six teachers
were gunned down inside
their elementary school.

“Had the young man
not had access to his
mother’s arsenal, he may
ormaynothavebeenable
to get a gun,” said Biden,
speaking of the gunman,
20-year-old Adam Lanza,
who used weapons pur-
chased by his mother to
carry out the attack.

Biden said the technol-
ogy exists but is expen-
sive.

The vice president
spoke during a portion of

a meeting with video
game industry repre-
sentatives that was open
tomedia coverage. It was
the latest in a series of
meetings he’s held with
interestedparties onboth
sides of the issue as he fi-
nalizes the administra-
tion’s response to the
Connecticut shooting.

Brian Farragher, chief
operating officer at An-
drus Children’s Center in
White Plains, N.Y., at-
tended another of the
meetings Friday along

with a wide variety of
professionals in fields
ranging from govern-
ment to non-profit foun-
dations to social media.

Farragher is heavily
involved inAndrus’ Sanc-
tuary program, which is
specifically designed to
provide aid to society’s
vulnerable men, women
and children.

He saidhis owncontri-
butions to the conversa-
tion Friday came directly
from his experience with
the program.

“There’s a problem
with violence in our soci-
ety. Gun violence is the
most lethal form, but
physical violence erupts
when there’s a prepon-
derance of emotional and
social violence,” Far-
ragher said, later adding,
“The kids we work with
have had lots of exposure
to violence – be it neglect,
(physical) abuse or emo-
tionalabuse.Andwewon-
der why they’re violent?
It’s what we’ve modeled
for them...Overall, some-
thing has to change in the
way we deal with each
other.”

Biden said he hopes to
send recommendations
to President Barack Oba-
ma by Tuesday.

Friday’smeetingcame
a day after a similar
meeting with the power-
ful National Rifle Associ-
ation, which rejected
Obama administration
proposals to limit high-
capacity ammunition
magazines and dug in on
its opposition to a ban on
assault weapons, which

Obama has said he will
propose to Congress.

NRA President David
Keene, asked Friday if his
group has enough support
inCongress to fendoff leg-
islation to ban sales of as-
saultweapons, indicated it
does. “I do not think that
there’s going tobeabanon
so-called assault weapons
passed by the Congress,”
he said on NBC’s “Today.”

Opposition from the
well-funded and political-
ly powerful NRA under-
scores the challenges
awaiting the White House
if it seeks congressional
approval for limiting guns
and ammunition.

Obama can use his ex-
ecutive powers to act
alone on some gun mea-
sures, but his options on
the proposals opposed by
the NRA are limited with-
outCongress’cooperation.

Biden’s proposals are
also expected to include
recommendations to ad-
dress mental health care
and violence on television,
in movies and in video
games.

Biden voices interest in new gun technology
By Julie Pace
and Erica Werner
Associated Press

Vice President Joe Biden speaks during a meeting with
representatives from the video game industry in
Washington on Friday. SUSANWALSH/AP

QUETTA, Pakistan —
Shiites in a southwest-
ern Pakistani city hit by
a terror attack refused
to bury their dead Fri-
day in protest, demand-
ing that the government
do something to protect
them from what has be-
comeabarrageofbomb-
ings and shootings
against the minority

Muslim sect.
The bombings Thurs-

day in Quetta were the
worst in a series of at-
tacks acrossPakistan that
killed 120 people.

Most of the dead were
Shiite Muslims killed in
twin bombings at a bil-
liardshall—afrightening
reminder that Sunni ex-
tremists are increasingly
targeting them.

Members of the belea-
guered Shiite community

in Quetta laid about 50 of
theirdeadout in thestreet
Friday, saying they would
not bury them until the
government improves se-
curity in the area. Young
Shiite men also set tires
onfireandblockedanear-
by road in protest.

“We want safety for all
our sects, and all security
measures should be taken
for our safety,” said Fida
Hussain, a relative of one
of the victims. “We will

not bury them until the
government fulfills all
our demands.”

The strike was the
worst of three deadly
bombings targeting Shi-
ites and soldiers in Quet-
ta, capital of the volatile
Baluchistan province,
and worshippers at a Sun-
ni mosque in the north-
west on the same day.

It appeared to be Paki-
stan’s worst day of vio-
lence since October 2007,

when 150 were killed in a
bombing aimed at Paki-
stani politician Benazir
Bhutto. She survived the
blastbutwasassassinated
two months later.

Five people who were
wounded in the twin
bombings at the billiards
hall late Thursday died of
their wounds overnight,
said Quetta senior police
official Hamid Shakeel,
putting thedeath toll from
that attack at 86.

Pakistani Shiites protest after bombings kill 120 people
By Abdul Sattar
Associated Press


