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Medicaid Will Pay For Comprehensive Exams
The Oklahoma Health Care

Authority has decided that
Oklahoma optometrists may
now charge the Medicaid pro-
gram for providing patients with
a comprehensive examination.

In the past, optometrists
could charge only for an inter-
mediate exam.

Optometrists will be reim-
bursed by Medicaid as long as the
examination includes: general
medical observation; an external
eye exam; an ophthalmoscopic

exam; gross visual fields; basic
sensorimotor exam; tonometry;
keratometry; still lamp viewing;
and a fundus exam.

In a letter dated Feb. 27,
OHCA Senior Medical Direc-
tor Dr. Mike Herndon indi-
cated that one comprehensive
exam would be allowed during
any 12-month period.

“Regardless of whether or
not the result of the evaluation
leads to a complex diagnosis, we
believe there is medical neces-

sity to perform a comprehensive
evaluation,” Dr. Herndon
wrote. “Thus, even if the diag-
nosis is something as simple as
myopia and the treatment is a
prescription for a pair of glasses,
this code is still appropriate.”

Herndon said OHCA also
has placed some limits on Op-
tomap, which now can be used
only once a year. 

Dr. Jason Rhynes is OAOP’s
representative on OHCA’s
Medical Advisory Committee.

An optometrist is running
for a seat in the Oklahoma
House of Representatives,
and OAOP is organizing
doctors to support his 
efforts.

Republican Dr. Jon
Painter, an optometrist for
the past 20 years and an
OAOP member, is running
for the House in District 91,
which covers the Moore and
South Oklahoma City areas.

“We need doctors to help
him run the kind of cam-
paign he needs to run to
win,” OAOP Chief Execu-
tive Officer Saundra Naifeh
said. “Every other profession

has somebody in the Legisla-
ture. This is a golden oppor-
tunity for us,  (Continued on page 3)

Help OAOP Member
Win Seat In House

The Painter family. Left to right: Kim, Trey, Teagan,
Tyler, Jon and Taylor.

Join The Oklahoma Optometrists
For Jon Painter Campaign

q Yes, I Want To Help

q $1,000

q $500

q $250

q $100

I would like to donate:

I Can Help By:

q Placing a sign in my yard or at my office.

q Volunteering to canvass door to door.

q Participating in a phone bank.

Call the OAOP at 
(405) 524-1075 for a 
contribution slip. To find
out more about how you
can help fellow optometrist Dr. Jon
Painter, contact OAOP Chief Execu-
tive Officer Saundra Naifeh at (405)
524-1075 or Saundra@oaop.org.

Jon Painter
For House
District 91



May I officially say I’m tired? As of this writ-
ing, I have been to all four corners of Oklahoma
and back on the OAOP “Hugs” Tour and still
have more
area to cover!
Accompanied
at times by the other OAOP officers or our
lovely executive director, I have visited with
more than 45 Oklahoma ODs in their offices or
at lunch in the last six months. All of these doc-

tors were very gracious to let us invade their offices and disrupt their
busy schedules (Saundra and I do not go anywhere together quietly
– lol!). This has been an eye-opening and great learning experience
for me. Let me share some of the things I
have learned:
1) We all do the same thing, but we

do it differently - I revel in the fact that
every office I visited was different. Each
doctor’s personality, as well as sense of
family, community and hobbies, influence
the design and function of their practice.
One could assume that after hearing,
reading and attending practice manage-
ment lectures and sessions, we would all
have cookie cutter offices. Not even close!
2) Optometrists love what they do - Over and over again, I

heard and saw the pride that our doctors have in their profession, in
their offices and in the type of care they provide to their patients.
3) Optometrists love technology -We hate EHRs, but that’s

another topic altogether!
4) Optometrists are proud of their staff -We always feel we are

understaffed, always have difficulty finding great staff and continue
to want better training for our staff. Thank heavens the OAOP can
help with good staff CE!
5) Optometrists want and appreciate intraprofession referrals

- If you know of a colleague who specializes in an area that you do
not, send your patients their way. If you receive a referral from a col-
league, send a note and that patient back! 
6) The prevailing optometry hobbies are kids and golf – not

necessarily in that order - This can be evidenced by the display of
more than 300 golf balls in Dr. Len Hart’s                (Continued on page 3)2
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Thanks For A Great
Learning Experience

President

Dr. Tami Ross • Oklahoma City • (405) 232-0877

President-elect

Dr. Monte Harrel • Tulsa • (918) 745-9662

First Vice President

Dr. David Jones • Woodward • (580) 256-7755

Second Vice President

Dr. David Hall • Okmulgee • (918) 756-0316

Treasurer

Dr. Travis Yadon • Oklahoma City • (405) 691-3319

Past President

Dr. Leland Carr III • Tahlequah • (918) 444-4065

District Directors

District I

Dr. Lynsey Bigheart - (918) 794-6700

District II

Dr. Wesley DeRosier - (918) 444-4027

District III

Dr. Olin Fenton - (918) 567-7014

District IV

Dr. Candace Acord - (405) 598-6558

District V

Dr. Selina McGee - (405) 733-4545

District VI

Dr. Brent Wagner - (580) 536-0000

District VII

Dr. Randi Day - (580) 323-5421

District VIII

Dr. Jacoby Dewald - (580) 256-6699

District VIIII

Dr. John Millirons - (405) 372-1715

District X

Dr. Scott Mendell - (405) 238-6459

Saundra Naifeh

Chief Executive Officer

4850 N. Lincoln #A • Oklahoma City, Okla. 73105
(405) 524-1075

The President Speaks
By Tami Ross, OD

Oklahoma Association of
Optometric Physicians

You Can Make A Difference

The contributions you make to OOPAC, our political action
committee, are a major reason we are successful in attain-
ing our goals during the legislative session. Our efforts to
protect the interests of optometrists and our patients
would not be possible without your financial support.
Please send your OOPAC contributions to OAOP at 4850
N. Lincoln Blvd. #A, Oklahoma City, Okla. 73105.

www.oaop.org

One could assume that

after hearing, reading

and attending practice

management lectures and

sessions, we would all

have cookie cutter offices.

Not even close!



office and the presence of a golf simulator in Dr.
Mike Boeckman’s upstairs office space.
7) Oklahoma ODs are proud of their state

association and all we have accomplished to-
gether - We all seem to realize how hard it has
been to reach the level at which we are able to
practice and appreciate the efforts of those doc-
tors upon whose shoulders we stand.

The purpose of this “tour” was simply to re-
connect with our members, say thank you for
their membership and learn what the OAOP can
do to better serve our doctors. (Our doctors loos-
ened up and shared more once they learned I
wasn’t there to ask for money or recruit them for
anything!) While I have had a wonderful time
visiting with our doctors, scoping out their of-
fices and stealing ideas, I have come away with a
renewed sense of pride in our Oklahoma ODs
and the care they provide for their patients. It
has truly been an honor to serve as the OAOP
president during this last year and especially dur-
ing the Hugs Tour. If there is a better group of
people as a whole than Oklahoma optometric
physicians, I don’t know where they can be
found!
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The President Speaks
(Continued from page 2)

our chance to have a voice at the Capitol, but it
will take financial help and volunteers from our
members.”

A graduate of Moore High School, Dr.
Painter earned his doctor of optometry degree at
the Northeastern State University Oklahoma
College of Optometry. He has served as presi-
dent of the Moore Parks Board and was elected
in 2009 to represent District 4 on the Moore
Public Schools Board of Education. 

Dr. Painter and his wife, Kim, have been mar-
ried for 26 years. They have four children.

For more information about Dr. Painter or to
donate to his campaign, visit http://www.jon-
painterforhouse91.com/.

OAOP Member 
(Continued From Page 1)
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The OOPAC gives OAOP the ammunition we need to defend and advance the

profession of optometry. Our efforts are even more important in 2014, which, of
course, is an election year.

We contributed $44,750 to candidates in 2013, and it is vital for our members
to recommit to OOPAC for the 2014 elections. We ask you to contribute now so
OOPAC can donate at least $350 to every representative and $500 to every senator,
which comes to $59,350 per year. This does not include larger donations to legisla-
tive leaders, committee chairs and top statewide elected officials. Please contribute
early so we will have money to give to candidates before the elections on June 24,
Aug. 26 and Nov. 4.

Back
Our
PAC!

Bennett, Michael; Bigheart, Lynsey; Brewer, David;Carr, Le-
land; Cartmell, Steven; Day, Randi; Ellen, Jason; Elliott,
Kathleen; Ewert, Jordan; Fielding, Greg; Forester, Scott;
Foster, George; Fritts, Brendhan; Glaze, Tyler; Harrel,
Monte; Harrel, Tiffany; Hibbets, Scott; Higgs, Larry;
Hiskett, Roy; Hoster, Kirk; Johnson, Brandi; Kish, Nicole;
Lee, William; Lindsey, Justin; Manahan, Mark; McGee,
Selina; McKee, Alan; Mendell, Scott & Stephanie; Odom,
Van; Padgham, Brian; Phillips, Joe; Pitt, Trent; Roberts,
David; Roddy, Denise; Ross, Tami; Strange, Raquel; 
Thoden, Heidi; Welch, Michelle; Womack, Bryan; Yadon,
Travis.

2014 OOPAC Contributors

Thank you to our 
2013 and 2014 

OOPAC supporters

2013 OOPAC Contributors
Anderson, Mitchell; Baggs, Glenn; Barnes, Becca; Batche-
lor, Elizabeth; Bennett, Jamie; Bennett, Michael; Berenson,
Tom; Bigheart, Lynsey; Brewer, David; Brian, Michael; Bur-
ress, Jackie; Butner, James; Cantrell, Zeddie; Carr, Leland;
Cartmell, Steven; Christensen, Bobby; Clay, Greg; Cockrell,
Cherry; Cockrell, David; Conklin, Trevor; Crissup, Lacy; Cur-
tis, Dennis; DeRosier, Wes; Duff, Jeff; Ebrahim, Michelle;
Ellen, Jason; Elliott, Kathleen; Epp, David; Fairchild, Victoria
Rahme; Fenton, Olin; Fielding, Brad; Ford, Gary; Forester,
Scott; Foster, George; Free, David; Gelwick, Phil; Glaze,
Tyler; Hagen, Margo; Harrel, Monte; Harrel, Tiffany; Head,
Robert; Hewett, Don; Hibbets, Scott; Higgs, Larry; Hinkle,
Norman; Hiskett, Roy; Holsted, Dawn; Hopkins, Russell;
Hoster, Kirk; Hudkins, J.D.; Janowiak, James; Johnson,
Brandi; Jones, David; King, Louis; Lam, Irene; LaQuey,
Ronny; LaValley, Gary Jay; Lindsey, Justin; McDaniels,
Christopher; McGee, Selina; McKenzie, Kathy; McRay,
Bryan; MeGown, Walt; Meister, Lowell; Mendell, Scott and
Stephanie; Miller, Jeff D.; Millirons, John; Moore, Julie;
Morris, Dennis; Mosley, Kristie; Mosteller, Crystal; Murphy,
Barbara; Nelson, Mike; Odom, Van; Pearson, Doug;
Phillips, Joe; Pitt, Trent; Redwine, George; Reichman,
William; Rice, Donald; Rice, Karla; Roberts, David; Roberts,
David; Ross, Howard; Ross, Jeff; Ross, Tami; Ruan, Ruthie;
Rushing, Denver; Schmid, Sam; Shed, Forrest; Smith,
Mack; Smith, Robin Smith, Steve; Smith, Troy; Strange,
Raquel; Swales, Rick; Tate, Kyle; Varley, Richard; Walls,
Wade; Ward, James; Welch, Michelle; Womack, Bryan;
Yadon, Travis.
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Two pieces of legislation that
affect the way optometrists prac-
tice their profession in Oklahoma
have passed the state Senate with-
out a dissenting vote and are

awaiting action in the House.
SB 1789 would allow op-

tometrists to continue to pre-
scribe hydrocodone, as they have
since 1994. The Food and Drug
Administration recently opted to
make hydrocodone-combination
drugs such as Lortab schedule III
rather than schedule II drugs,

which would keep optometrists
from prescribing them.
SB 1788 would give the

Board of Examiners in Optome-
try the authority to levy fines

against people who sell illegal
contact lenses.

President Pro Tem of the Sen-
ate Brian Bingman is the author
of both Senate bills, while State
Rep. Leslie Osborn is carrying
both pieces of legislation in the
House.

“This is the first time I can re-

member not having a single nay
vote in committee or on the Sen-
ate floor,” OAOP Legislative
Chair Dr. Joe Phillips com-
mented. “The credit goes to our
optometrists who met with sena-
tors early on.”

He also pointed out that 15
residents from the Northeastern
State University College of Op-
tometry disseminated informa-
tion to senators at the Capitol
Feb. 19, the day the bills passed,
refuting information put out by
the medical association.

Dr. Phillips said he doesn’t ex-
pect the same smooth ride for the
legislation in the House but added
that “We hope to have a lot of in-
teraction in the next few weeks.”

“Our doctors are making con-
tact and reaching out to their
legislators. We can’t let up,” he
said.

Legislation Awaits Action In The House

NSUOCO’s Resident Optometry Day at the Capitol was Feb. 19. Among the legislators they met with were, in the
center of the photo, Rep. Mike Brown, Sen. Earl Garrison and Rep. Will Fourkiller.

Optometrists from the Sooner State can travel
together to Philadelphia June 26 through June 29
to show their support for Dr. David
Cockrell, who will be installed as the
first American Optometric Association
president from Oklahoma. 

OAOP President Dr. Monte Harrel
will head the Oklahoma delegation,
and the trip will include other events
for Oklahoma optometrists.

Thirty airline seats have been reserved for the
OAOP trip, at a cost of $650 per person. The
flight will leave from Oklahoma City June 26 and
return from Philadelphia June 29. The price in-
cludes group transportation to and from the air-
port and hotel but does not include baggage fees.

Book your flight with Sherry Willis with 
Bentley Hedges at (405) 237-3333.

Optometrists must make their own
hotel reservations, preferably at the Mar-
riott Downtown, by calling the AOA
Housing Bureau at (866) 546-4300. 

In addition to the AOA Presidential
Celebration, set for Saturday, June 28,
Oklahoma optometrists will attend an
OAOP reception Friday evening, and they

also will be able to do some group sightseeing in
the City of Brotherly Love Friday afternoon.

And, of course, they will all gather at 1:30 p.m.
Saturday for Dr. Cockrell’s acceptance speech.

For more information, contact the OAOP of-
fice at (405) 524-1075.

Sign Up For OAOP’s Philly Trip
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OAOP played a role in devel-
oping a health-related publication
distributed to Oklahoma school-
children by The
Oklahoman. 

Several entities
helped put together
“Certified Healthy
Oklahoma – Creat-
ing a Culture of Health To-
gether,” a workbook for
elementary school students that

delves into issues including safety,
emotional health, health educa-
tion, how the brain works and

other health-related topics.
OAOP was represented at

meetings held to put the
workbook together by Dr.
Ruthie Ruan and OAOP
Communication and Govern-

ment Relations Assistant Carol
Goodwin. The workbook was
produced as part of the Newspa-

pers in Education program.
Page 14 of the workbook tells

the story of a 4-year-old boy
whose life was changed for the
better when his parents visited an
optometrist’s office and realized
their son needed glasses.

As part of the program,
OAOP also produced eight les-
sons on “How We See in 3D” for
students from kindergarten
through 12th grade.

OAOP Helped Develop Workbook For Schoolchildren

OAOP has some great changes in store for op-
tometrists and paraoptometrics who attend the As-
sociation’s Spring Congress, including a
Presidential Reception that will offer fun, food,
drinks and live music.

The Spring Congress is set for
March 27 through March 29 at the
Embassy Suites Hotel and Confer-
ence Center in Norman.

Another change this year will in-
volve the awards program, which no
longer will be a lunchtime affair. In-
stead, OAOP will recognize its best
March 29 during the general ses-
sion, which begins at 8 a.m. This
year’s award winners are: Dr. Kath-
leen Elliott, Optometric Physician
of the Year; Dr. Crystal Mosteller,
Young Optometric Physician of the
Year; and Dr. Lee Carr, Distin-
guished Service Award. The Paraop-
tometric of the Year, Stacey Gann
with Cockrell Eyecare Center, also
will be honored at the meeting.

Participants will have a learning opportunity as
well at the general session, in the form of a presen-
tation on practice management by Kin Thompson.

OAOP will elect its new board members during
the business session, which opens the Spring Con-
gress at 4 p.m. Thursday. Later, optometrists will get

some sage advice on how to establish financial free-
dom. Wilshire-Pennington, experts on wealth man-
agement, will present a free symposium and dinner,
providing advice on how optometrists can  retire

when they are ready and still
maintain their current lifestyle. A
free symposium and lunch, spon-
sored by Allergan, is scheduled
for Friday. The program will be
presented by David Talley, OD.

Educational sessions begin
Thursday afternoon and con-
tinue at 8 a.m. Friday. Topics
will range from ocular disease to
diplopia to glaucoma and a wide
range of other subjects. The Ex-
hibit Hall will be open both days
between sessions.

The Presidential Celebration
starts at 8 p.m. Friday and will
feature live entertainment by
Shiloh Station, “the un-country
country band” that shows off its

roots in traditional country, blues, rock and folk.
And outgoing OAOP President Dr. Tami Ross will
be honored and incoming President Dr. Monte
Harrel will be welcomed with a toast.

For more information, a schedule of sessions
and to register for OAOP’s Spring Congress, visit
www.oaop.org.

Party Is A Part Of Revamped Spring Congress

Dr. Crystal Mosteller, left, OAOP’s Young Optometric
Physician of the Year, was notified of her honor on the
floor of the Oklahoma House by State Rep. Leslie Osborn,
who authored two bills for OAOP.  The Optometric Physi-
cian of the Year, Dr. Kathleen Elliott, was also notified on
the floor of the House, by State Rep. Lisa Billy.
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by Angela Wall
The Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics has created

the Prescription Monitoring Program, a tool to
help detect pharmaceutical diversion, help all
physicians in prescribing decisions based on con-
trolled dangerous substances the patient has been

dispensed and refer patients to an addiction profes-
sional. Optometric physicians registered with OBN
and the Drug Enforcement Agency may register for
access to the PMP.  The following information con-
tains instructions pertaining to registration and
how to use the PMP.

PMP Instructions Explained

PMP Registration For Physicians

* Go to www. OK.gov/obndd.  
* On bottom right, 

click “Register for 
PMP.” 

* Registration form 
contains 
instructions.

* Choose 
doctor/other as “Organization Type.”

* Enter your DEA # and 
click “Next.”

* Complete or correct 
registration information.

* Never mark “Dispensing 
Practitioner.” (Patient 
cannot leave with 
narcotics.)

* Enter office address, phone 
number and fax. (Do not         
enter home information.)

* Enter email to send 
encrypted password to.   

* Click “Next” to display printable document. 
* Fax to (405) 524-7619 or email to kcouch 

@obn.state.ok.us.  
* Encrypted password sent within 24 hours. 

PMP Login

* Go to https:// 
portal.obn.ok.gov. 

* Enter DEA # as “Username.” 
* Enter encrypted password into 

“Password” field.
l Copy and paste password 

for more accuracy.
4 Right click mouse to highlight password. 
4 Simultaneously press Ctrl and C.
4 Right click in the “Password” field.
4 Simultaneously press Ctrl and V.

l Click “Login.” 
l You will be prompted to create a password.

Forgot Password

* Go to the login screen
* Enter DEA # as “Username”
* Skip the password field 
* Click “I forgot my password”
* New password will be emailed 
* Continue the login process. 

The PMP Main Screen

Upon successful login: Yellow Alert button -
Messages sent by PMP Admin

* Information on doctor shoppers in your area.
* New laws affecting OBNDD registrants, etc.  
* Once viewed, alert button changes to   .

Upload button - N/A.
Error button - N/A (for dispensers only).
Manual entry button - N/A (for dispensers only).
Meth registry button - Pseudoephedrine products.

* Check before prescribing/dispensing PSE.
* Check all ages for meth act convictions.
* If conviction, no prescribing/dispensing PSE.

Reports button - View Patient & Prescriber Report.
* Defaults to “Patient Report.”
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* For “Prescriber Report,” click gray tab 
“Prescriber/Pharmacy Report.”  

* “Patient Report.” 
l Lists CDS dispensed to patient.
l Lists Prescribers and Pharmacies.
l To run report, enter first name, last name 

& DOB. 
l Check patient legend.

4 Confirms data pertains to only one 
patient.

l Date ranges: past 30 days, 6 months, 12 
months or create own date range.

Alert: Running reports on those you do not have a
doctor-patient relationship with may result in a
misdemeanor, fine and loss of access to the PMP.  
* “Prescriber Report.”

l Lists CDS dispensed under your DEA #.
l Lists patients and pharmacies.
l Check for fraud under your DEA #.

4 Contact dispenser for entry accuracy.
4 Contact local police or OBN if 

accurate.
l Choose date range or enter own date range.

Admin Button – Create Subaccounts
* Only use for those without OBNDD reg. and 

DEA #.
* Allows employees to run reports on patients.
Alert: Primary account holder should never give
their PMP password to anyone.

Alert: Primary account holder is responsible for the
actions of their subaccounts and action may be
taken.

* To create subaccount.
l Click the Admin button.
l Click “Users & Organizations.”
l Click “Add New User.”
l Enter the subaccounts information.

4 Choose Doctor as “Account Type.”
4 Enter email to send encrypted password 

to.
4 Enter office address and phone #.
4 Username: first letter of first name and 

entire last name with no spaces – if 
username is taken, add a number at the 
end.

4 Password: anything, because it’s not used.
4 Click “Save.”

* To lockout a subaccount.
l Go to primary account.
l Click on the subaccount to lockout.
l Check box next to “Lockout Account.”
l No longer will have access to PMP. 

Alert: Primary account holder should always keep
their subaccounts up to date and lockout all 
non-employees. 

Logoff button - Takes you back to PMP login
screen

If you have questions pertaining to PMP registration, creating subaccounts or other aspects of the PMP,
please contact the Help Desk at (877) 627-2674. If any groups would like PMP training in person or
through a webinar, please contact Angela Wall at (800) 522-8031, ext. 162. 

PMP Instructions Explained

Oologah has three full-time dentists, two banks, two medical offices but no
optometrist! Please call (918) 443-2431 or email Drjoe@ifdent.com to see a
beautiful optometry office located in a medical building with highway 169

frontage. The office is fully furnished and ready for you! Oologah is a grow-
ing and progressive area. This  is a wonderful area to raise a family, with an
amazing school system!

Classified 
Ads

What’s the deal?
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Many candidates have thrown their hat into the
ring for two open seats in Oklahoma’s congressional
delegation, and several of them have asked for help
from OAOP. Many deserve consideration from the
state’s optometrists, according to OAOP Federal
Legislative Committee Chair Dr. Jari Frazier.

“We’ve moved into the arena where people think
it’s tough to be elected without our support,” Dr.
Frazier commented. “They know it matters that
our members are active in elections.”

Several candidates on both sides of the aisle are
seeking financial help and volunteers from OAOP
in their efforts to claim U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn’s
seat or the 5th Congressional District position cur-
rently held by U.S. Rep. James Lankford. Some of
them have supported optometry in the past.

The primary elections are scheduled for June 24,
with runoffs to follow on Aug. 26. The general

election is Nov. 4.
Coburn is retiring, and Lankford’s spot in the

U.S. House is open because he is among those run-
ning for Coburn’s seat. According to Dr. Frazier,
“Lankford’s door has always been open to OAOP.”
State Rep. T.W. Shannon, who resigned as speaker
of the Oklahoma House to launch his U.S. Senate
campaign, also has been
an important supporter
of optometry. Former
State Sen. Randy Brog-
don is running as well.

Three Republicans
and a Democrat who
have supported optome-
try in the past are seek-
ing Lankford’s seat in
the U.S. House. Dr. Fra-
zier pointed out that
State Sen. Clark Jolley
has been “a very strong
defender and supporter of optometry,” while Cor-
poration Commissioner Patrice Douglas “has had a
good relationship with us and knows all our issues.” 

Former State Sen. Steve Russell also has been in
optometry’s corner, while Dr. Frazier said Democ-
rat Al McAffrey has been a vocal friend of the opto-
metric profession.

U.S. Rep. Jim Bridenstine, probably optometry’s
biggest supporter in the U.S. House, is seeking re-
election in District 1. So far, he has no competi-
tion.

“Doctors need to engage with their candidates
now to be active in this election cycle,” Dr. Frazier
said.

“It’s important that we remain involved in this
process,” Dr. she added. “We have a reputation of
making a difference.”

If you would like to get involved in a political
campaign, call the OAOP office at (405) 524-1075.

Candidates Seek Support
Of Oklahoma Optometrists

OAOP organized a fundraiser and gala for Gov. Mary Fallin in February. Several 
optometrists attended the event, which was organized by women to honor the
governor’s accomplishments. Left to right: Fallin’s husband, Wade Christensen;
Fallin; Cherry Beth Cockrell, who is Dr. David Cockrell’s daughter; and Dr. Cockrell,
whose family was a platinum sponsor of the event.

“It’s important that we 

remain involved in this

process. We have a 

reputation of making a 

difference.”

OAOP Federal Legislative
Committee Chair 
Dr. Jari Frazier
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The codes for diabetes mellitus have ex-
panded in ICD-10-CM into five categories of
codes. They were made into combination codes
that bundle in the type, the body system af-
fected and any complications of the body sys-
tem. The five categories are:

E08 • Diabetes mellitus due to an underlying 
condition;

E09 • Drug or chemically induced diabetes 
mellitus;

E10 • Type 1 diabetes mellitus;
E11 • Type 2 diabetes mellitus;
E13 • Other specified diabetes mellitus.

Notice that there is no unspecified diabetes
mellitus code category. According to the guide-
lines (I.C.4.a.2), if the type of diabetes melli-
tus is not documented in the medical record,
the default is E11, Type 2 diabetes mellitus.

Example of poor documentation for coding
and getting paid on a claim: John comes into
the clinic for a checkup on his chronic condi-
tions. The physician documents “diabetes” as
the assessment with no further specification in

the note – E11.9 • Type 2 diabetes mellitus
without complications.

What’s the difference from ICD-9-CM? The
codes do not include “uncontrolled” and “not
stated as uncontrolled” in the descriptors any
longer. Instead, the codes are listed with and
without complications. Another difference is the
combination of the complication into the code.
The subcategories are broken down for the
complications with the body systems affected
by diabetes mellitus as follows:

• Ketoacidosis;
• Kidney complications;
• Ophthalmic complications;
• Neurological complications;
• Circulatory complications;
• Other specified complications.

Definitions for the types of diabetes mellitus
are located in the “Includes notes” under each
DM category. Physicians and other providers
should be instructed to document the type of di-
abetes as type 1 or type 2, when appropriate,
and not insulin and non-insulin dependent be-

cause these terms are no longer used. 
Example: Paulette, a type 2 diabetic,

comes for a recheck of her diabetic retinopathy.
Upon examination, the clinician determines
that she has mild nonproliferative diabetic
retinopathy with macular edema • E11.331 •
Type 2 diabetes mellitus with nonproliferative
diabetic retinopathy with macular edema.

If the Type 2 patient is insulin-dependent,
an additional code would be necessary: Z79.4
Long term (current) use of insulin. This is not
necessary to report for a type 1 diabetic since
it is a given that they are insulin dependent.

Other important guidelines to take note of
for diabetes mellitus:

I.C.4.a: Because many codes within a par-
ticular category are necessary to describe all of
the complications of the disease, they should be
sequenced based on the reason for the particu-
lar encounter. Assign as many codes from cate-
gories E08-E13 as needed to identify all of the
associated conditions the patient has.Take the
time to review the guidelines and the categories
that relate to diabetes mellitus to familiarize
yourself with the new methodology.

Fun With ICD-10-CM – Diabetes Mellitus Coding

5: Preparing for ICD-10-CM - ODs shift from anger to acceptance.
ICD-10-CM takes effect on Oct. 1, 2014.  Code books will be dated 2015
due to regulations adopting Oct. 1 as the start date for the following year
code set. Feds are fiscal year Oct. 1 through Sept. 30.
4: Revalidating in PECOS - New regulations require that all providers,
both individuals and organizations, be notified by their jurisdiction Medicare
administrative contractor to validate the information in the provider enroll-
ment chain and ownership system. No more printing out hundreds of
pages! Our MAC is JH – Novitas Solutions. Notification for the DMEPOS
revalidation will come from Palmetto GBA – the national supplier clearing-
house contractor.

3: Audit Awareness - All payers are “audit happy.” Why? You get to
pay back funds. Also known as integrity contractors and other intriguing ti-
tles and acronyms, the chances of being audited by Medicare, Medicaid
(OHCA), BCBS, UHC, Aetna and vision plans – any third-party payer – are
100 percent.
2: Written Compliance Plan Requirements - Doctors and their
employees are understanding the requirements for written compliance
plans, staff training, internal monitoring and enforcement of standards.
1: EHR Adoption and Meeting Meaningful Use - One hundred
forty-two eligible providers have received at least one incentive payment
through September 2013, which is the last release of the EP list by CMS.

Five OD Breakthroughs In
The World Of Third Party
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Testing Week Set For
Trading Partners

CR8465 instructs all Medicare MACs and the DME MACs
CEDI contractor to implement an ICD-10 testing week with
trading partners. 

The concept of trading partner testing was originally de-
signed to validate the trading partners’ ability to meet technical
compliance and performance processing standards during the
HIPAA 5010 implementation. The ICD-10 testing week has been
created to generate awareness and interest and to instill confi-
dence in the provider community that CMS and the MACs are
ready and prepared for the ICD-10 implementation. 

This testing week, March 3 through March 7, 2014, will
give trading partners access to the MACs and CEDI for testing
with real-time help desk support. The event will be conducted 
virtually and will be posted on each MAC’s website and the CEDI
website, as well as the CMS website. 

Information About the Testing Week
• Your MAC will announce and actively promote the testing 

week through listserv messages and will post the testing 
week announcement on its website. 

• Your MAC will host a registration site for the testing week or 
provide an email address for the trading partners to provide 
registration information. The registration site or email address 
information will be available and publicized to trading partners 
at least four weeks prior to the testing week. 

• During the testing week, EDI help desk support will be 
available at least from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. local contractor time, 
with enough support to handle any increased call volume. 

• Providers and suppliers participating during the testing week 
will receive electronic acknowledgement confirming that the 
submitted test claims were accepted or rejected. 

On or before March 18, 2014, your contractor will
report the following to CMS: 
• Number of trading partners conducting testing during the 

testing week. 
• Percent of trading partners that conducted testing during the 

testing week – vs. number of trading partners supported by 
contract. 

• Percent of test claims accepted vs. rejected. 
• Report of any significant issues found during testing. 

National Rural ACO • Service Area: California, Indiana, Michigan, Oklahoma 
Georgia Green • ACO Executive • (916) 500-4777 • ggreen@ruralACO.com 
Georgia Green  • Press/Outreach • (916) 500-4777 • admin@ruralACO.com

Oklahoma Health Initiatives • Service Area: Kansas, Oklahoma 
Ann Paul • ACO Executive • (918) 744-2180 • ann.paul@sjmc.org 
Cheena Pazzo • Press/Outreach • (918) 744-2440 • cheena.pazzo@sjmc.org

Premier Patient Healthcare, LLC • Service Area: Oklahoma, Texas 
Ahmed Hassan • ACO Executive • (972) 387-3200 • ahmed.hassan@sybrid.com 
Anwar Kazi • Press/Outreach • (972) 387-3200 • anwar.kazi@premierphc.com

Fort Smith Physicians Alliance ACO • Service Area: Arkansas, Oklahoma 
Nick Smith • ACO Executive • (479) 668-4510 • nsmith@physician-consulting.com 
Nick Smith • Press/Outreach • (479) 668-4510 • nsmith@physician-consulting.com

Texoma ACO, LLC • Service Area: Northern Texas and Southern Oklahoma counties 
Contact Information: Gary Gaspard • (817) 907-0490 • Gary.Gaspard@texomaaco.com

2014 may well go down in history as the year of impactful deadlines
to your practice:

March 31: Meaningful Use Attestation
1st 90 days • any 90-day period in 2013
2nd • Jan.-Dec. 2013
3rd • Jan.-Dec. 2013
PQRS - Registry reporting

March 3-7: Novitas Solutions will test claims with ICD-10-CM codes; these are test
claims only and will not be processed for payment.

April 1: Revised CMS 1500 paper claim must be used to report all services.

Oct. 1: ICD-10-CM must be used on all health claims; auto insurance and workers’
comp claims are not required to accept ICD-10-CM.

Accountable Care Organizations
Oklahoma Medicare

If you are attesting for the first
meaningful use 90-day period (never at-
tested before), the last day of your
“count” must be 9/30/2014; other-
wise, beginning in 2015, your payments
will be reduced.

If required to begin meaningful use
stage 2 (attested for 90 days and at
least one 12-month period - Jan.-Dec.),
software vendors’ EHRs must be certified
for stage 1 and stage 2 so that EPs can
attest for 90 days in early 2015.

Important Deadlines
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New Arrivals ...

Drs. Chris and Natalie Butcher of
Oklahoma City became the parents
of a beautiful baby boy on Feb. 10,
2014. Liam Mark weighed in at 7
pounds and 10 ounces and measured 21 inches.

*****
Stephanie Cooper, OD, and husband,
Michael, of Tulsa welcomed their first
son, Cason James, on Jan. 23. Cason
weighed in at 6 pounds, 9 ounces and
measured 20 inches long.

*****
Mackenzie Weir, OD, of Amar-
illo, Texas, and husband, Patrick,
received an early Christmas pres-
ent this year. Their first child,
Shelton Benjamin, was born on Christmas Eve.

*****
Alissa Proctor, OD, of Tahlequah, and
husband, Jason, welcomed their second
child, Ashtyn Joy, on Oct. 1, 2013. Big
brother Jaxon loves her dearly!

Condolences ...

Georgia Winchester, wife of the late James Win-
chester, OD, passed away in early February. Dr.

Winchester’s practice in Clinton and is now owned
by Drs. Pat and Randi Day.

Congratulations ...

Dr. Jeff Elliott was appointed to the In-
fant and Children’s Health Advisory
Council by President Pro Tem of the Sen-
ate Brian Bingman. OAOP secured a des-
ignated spot for optometry on this board
during the last legislative session.

*****
Congratulations to Bryan
Womack, OD, of Oklahoma
City on opening a new office
on West Britton Road.
*****

Congratulations to Matt Ozment, OD, on the
opening of his new office in Broken Arrow. BA Eye
Site is located on West New Orleans Street.

Keynote Speaker ...

Carolanne Roach, OD, of Oklahoma City
was the keynote speaker at the Oklahoma
Health Equity Campaign’s recent meeting.
The focus was “Vision of Literacy” and the
impact vision has on the ability of children and
adults to read, learn and progress in life.

March is Save Your Vision
Month, and there are several ways
Oklahoma optometrists can par-
ticipate in activities aimed at re-
minding Americans of the
importance of regular eye exams.

Save Your Vision Month is
sponsored by the American Op-
tometric Association. Here’s
what you can do to help get the
word out about eye health:

6 Donate a percentage or a 
day of eye exam fees;

6 Donate $2 to $5 per frame 
you sell or for each exam 
during the month of March;

6 Purchase a Save Your 
Vision Month Kit for $25. 
The kit includes 25 
wristbands, posters, 
stickers, balloons and other 
promotional items.

6 Donate to Save Your 
Vision Month.

To sign up to participate, go
to http://fs.aoa.org/highroad-
files/pdfs/SYVM-Donation-
Form.pdf. For more information
about Save Your Vision Month,
visit www.aoafoundation.org,
call (800) 365-2219, extension
4200, or email foundation
@aoa.org.

You Can Help Americans Save Their Vision
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Perseverance With Medicaid Paid
Off For Oklahoma Optometrists
OAOP is constantly striving behind the scenes to
help keep Oklahoma optometry strong.

Dr. Jason Rhynes didn’t give up when he was
unable to obtain an explanation from the Medicaid
program as to why Oklahoma optometrists were
being reimbursed for intermediate exams, even
though they were providing patients with compre-
hensive examinations.

Dr. Rhynes, OAOP’s representative on the Okla-
homa Health Care Authority’s Medical Advisory
Committee for the past five years, made a presenta-
tion to the OAOP membership on the Medicaid
program last year. 

While doing his research for the presentation, he
tried to get an explanation from Medicaid as to
why optometrists weren’t being compensated for

the services they were providing to their patients.
The response from the government agency? That’s
“kinda, sorta” the way it is.

OAOP members didn’t accept that weak expla-
nation, and neither did Dr. Rhynes. In fact, he said
he was embarrassed to have to give that reason to
his colleagues.

His efforts finally paid off in February of this
year with an official determination from Dr. Mike
Herndon, senior medical director at the Oklahoma
Health Care Authority. Dr. Herndon informed Dr.
Rhynes that the Medicaid program will now reim-
burse optometrists for comprehensive exams as long
as they follow specific steps required by OHCA.

OAOP member Dr. Jeffrey L. Fielding passed
away on Feb. 24, 2014, at his home in Cushing.

Dr. Fielding completed his elementary and sec-
ondary education in Cushing, graduating with the
class of 1973. He attended Oklahoma State Univer-
sity and graduated with his doctorate of optometry
in 1980 from Southern College of Optometry in
Memphis, Tenn. Upon graduation, he began his op-
tometry career in Cleveland. Two years later, he re-
turned to Cushing and established his own practice,
where he served his patients for the last 32 years.

Dr. Fielding was a member of the Sigma Alpha
Epsilon Fraternity, a 32nd degree Scottish Rite
Guthrie Consistory Master Mason and a member
of the Lions Club. He was active at the First Chris-
tian Church Disciples of Christ in Cushing, serving
as board chairman and deacon.

Dr. Fielding was an avid adventurer and world

traveler, always looking forward to the next adven-
ture. He survived a snake bite in Belize, braved the
jungles of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, floated the
rapids in Myanmar and mingled with the natives of
Thailand during his life’s journey.

He is survived by his wife, Sheree’ Kinzie Field-
ing, and four daughters: Amanda Turner, husband
Mathew, and children Emery, Ella Kate and
William Ford of Cushing; Dr. Jessica Zwanziger,
husband Dr. Brian Zwanziger and daughters
Harper and Violet of Ponca City; Dr. Chloe Butts
and husband Matthew of Houston; Dr. Claire
Moore and husband Jonathan of Stillwater; two
brothers, Dr. Gregory Fielding and wife Elizabeth
of Cleveland; and Dr. Bradley Fielding and wife
Lynn of Edmond. 

A donation will be made by OAOP in Dr. Field-
ing’s name to the Optometric Foundation.

In Loving Memory ............
Dr. Jeffrey L. Fielding 
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If you’re looking for an excel-
lent way to provide training for
your staff and reduce the amount
of money you’re spending to op-
erate your office, the American
Optometric Association will be
able to help you reach those
goals.

Approximately 75,000 opto-
metric staffers across the United
States now have the opportunity
to become associate members of
the American Optometric Asso-
ciation. The AOA approved a
motion last year that will give
them access to benefits and serv-
ices, including the Paraoptomet-
ric Resource Center, at no cost to

paraoptometrics or AOA-mem-
ber ODs. The motion also
opened the door to expanded ed-
ucation and training for new op-
tometric staff members.

Among these benefits now
available are:

6 Online continuing 
education articles worth six 
hours of CE credits;

6 The Paraoptometric Skill 
Builder, Beginner Level 1 
program;

6 “Billing and Coding: 
Foundations for Beginners”  
– a nine-hour webinar 
series;

6 Access to member-only 

Web pages;
6 Discounted fees for 

paraoptometric education 
and certification 
preparation materials;

6 Reduced registration fees 
for Optometry’s Meeting.

To enroll staff members as
AOA associate members, visit
http://bit.ly/1ijERJ4, click on the
“manage staff” stab and enter each
staffer’s legal name and date of
birth and a unique email address.

For further information, con-
tact the AOA Paraoptometric
Resource Center at prc@aoa.org
or call (800) 365-2219, exten-
sion 4108.

Optometric Staff Enjoys Free
Benefits Of AOA Membership
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