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Rodrigo Munoz's Colombian heritage adds a new cultural dimension to NAS. Dr. Munoz received his MD in 

1963 from the University of Cauca, in Popayan, Colombia and he completed an internship and residency in 

Psychiatry at University Hospital in Medellin. 

Dr. Munoz currently divides his time between Hillcrest Counseling Center, where he serves as Chief of 

Psychiatry Services, Mercy Hospital and Medical Center, where he is the Medical Director of the Day 

Treatment Program, and the University of California, San Diego, where he is a Clinical Professor of Psychiatry. 

When Dr. Munoz first arrived in California in 1970, he joined the staffs of several hospitals in the San Diego 

area, including Mercy Hospital & Medical Center and Scripps Memorial Hospital. 

Dr. Munoz has published dozens of journal articles, and his work in psychiatry has been recognized numerous 

times over the years. He's the 1998 recipient of the National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, Simon Boliver Award, 

as well as the 2003 Jeanne Spurlock Lecture and Award recipient from the American Academy of Child & 

Adolescent Psychiatry. In addition, Dr. Munoz has served on the Mexico Border Health Commission. 

He has also been an active member of the medical community, having served as a Delegate for the American 

Medical Association, the American Psychiatric Association, American Academy of Clinical Physicians, and the 

California Psychiatric Association among others. 

He is fluent in Spanish. 
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Established in 1986, Irwin Savodnik, M.D. & Medical Associates, Inc., also known as National Assessment Specialists, is a psychiatric medical group that provides expert 
medical-legal evaluations in workers' compensation, disability, personal injury, fitness for duty, pre-surgical approval, competency and neuropsychological testing. 
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