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Introduction 
Pontius Pilate 

Many people from all walks of life met with  

Jesus Christ during his earthly ministry 

Pontius Pilate although a governor of Judea was 

no different 

His reaction and the final result of his meeting 

Jesus Christ are a reminder to us all that not 

everyone who meets Jesus surrenders and 

recognizes who he really is 

 



Background 
Pontius Pilate 

The year of Pilate’s appointment to office is 

commonly given as 26 or 27 c.e.  

Josephus informs us that Pilate’s predecessor, 

Valerius Gratus, was appointed after the death 

of Augustus (August of 14 c.e.) 

He served eleven years before being replaced 

by Pilate (Ant 18.2.2 §§33, 35). 

 



Background 
Pontius Pilate 

The fifth Roman governor of Judea, during 

whose tenure Jesus of Nazareth was killed 

Pilate is known primarily from Josephus and the 

Gospels  

Philo reports in some detail an incident during 

Pilate’s service in Judea  

Tacitus mentions him in passing in connection 

with Christian origins 



Background 
Pontius Pilate 

 Some of Pilate’s coins have survived 

 An inscription discovered in Caesarea Maritima 

in 1961 completes the primary evidence 

We have more information about Pilate than 

any other Roman governor of Judea 

This is probably explained by the special 

Christian interest in him (Logos Bible Software) 



Background 
Pontius Pilate 

 In Pilate’s interview of Jesus in the Gospel of 

John chapter 18 there are seven questions 

 These will be explored and analyzed in their 

cultural contexts 

 The main interaction is between Pilate, Jesus 

and the religious leadership 

 However, these questions remain relevant today 

in deciphering who is Jesus Christ  

 



Outline 
 “What accusation do you bring against this 

man?” John 18:29 

 “Are you the king of the Jews?” John 18:33 

 “Am I a Jew?” John 18:35b 

 “What have you done?” John 18:35d 

 “So you are a king?” John 18:37 

 “What is truth?” John 18:38 

 “So do you want me to release for you the 

king of the Jews?” John 18:39 

 



“What accusation do you bring 

against this man?” 

 John 18:28-32 

Pilate and the religious leaders 

 Jesus was led from Caiphas’ palace to the governor’s 

headquarters (praetorium) 

 This was the official center of operations, judgment 

seat and the command center of the military leader 

of the area 

 Early in the morning was probably about 6 AM 

 



“What accusation do you bring 

against this man?” 

 John 18:28-32 

Pilate and the religious leaders 

 The religious leaders did not go inside to the 

praetorium because of becoming unclean for the 

Passover 

 Pilate came outside and asked the religious leaders 

the question 

 The leaders wanted Pilate to pronounce the death 

sentence on Christ 

 



“What accusation do you bring 

against this man?” 

 John 18:28-32 

Pilate and the religious leaders 

 Pilate most probably saw the true intentions of the 

religious leaders 

 The leaders brought the question back to Pilate 

 However, John in verse 32 demonstrates the 

overarching perspective that it was in God’s plan  

that Jesus die 

 

 



“Are you the king of the Jews?”  

 John 18:33-34 

Pilate and Jesus are alone 

 Pilate goes inside to his palace 

 Pilate asks the next question about kingship 

 The Romans only had one king and that was Caesar 

 If Jesus answered yes, he could be killed for sedition 

and rebellion against the Roman authorities 

 If Jesus answered no, it put Pilate in a difficult 

position because he really could not justify the death 

and charges against Jesus 



“Are you the king of the Jews?”  

 John 18:33-34 

Pilate and Jesus are alone 

 Jesus responds by asking the governor a question 

himself “Do say this of your own accord, or did 

others say it to you about me?” 

 Christ engages and confronts Pilate with his question 

 The Jews throughout their history had kings i.e., 

David, Solomon etc. 

 Is Jesus part of the Jewish lineage of past kings? 

 

 



“Am I a Jew?”  

 John 18:35a-e 

Pilate and Jesus are alone 

 Pilate is totally bewildered 

 He absolutely denies any connection with the 

religious leaders and their disdain for Jesus 

 Yet, he continues to be baffled and wants to know 

more about the religious leaders’ denunciations 

 Pilate then reminds Jesus that it was his own people 

who have turned him over to him 

 



“What have you done? 

 John 18:35f-36 

Pilate and Jesus are alone 

 Jesus returns to the original question about being 

king of the Jews 

 Jesus informs the governor that his kingdom is not 

of this world 

 If it were, his servants (followers) would not permit 

the situation in which Jesus finds himself in 

 Pilate continues to be totally perplexed and 

continues to not understand what Jesus is saying to 

him 

 



“So you are a king?” 

 John 18:37 

Pilate and Jesus are alone 

 Pilate tries to control the discussion and returns to 

his original question 

 Now it is no longer king of the Jews but king 

 Jesus admits this is the reason for him being born 

and his purpose 

 He came into the world to bear witness to the truth 

 Those of the truth listen to him 

 Jesus’ sheep hear his voice (Jn 10:16,26 and 27) 

 



“What is truth?”  

 John 18:38a-b 

Pilate and Jesus are alone 

 Is Pilate one of those who listens to Jesus? 

 Pilate had the living truth right in front of him 

 Jesus said “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 

No one comes to the Father except through me” (Jn 

14:6) 

 The truth is not a philosophical presupposition or an 

abstract thought 

 It is a person, Jesus Christ himself, the Son of the 

living God 



“So do you want me to release for 

you the king of the Jews?”  

 John 18:38c-40 

Pilate, the religious leaders and the crowd 

 Pilate goes back outside 

 Pilate knows that Jesus is innocent 

 Pilate tries to release Jesus for the Passover feast 

 Pilate calls Jesus “the king of the Jews” 

 The Jews (religious leaders) cry out “no.” 

 They ask for Barabbas 

 Barabbas is a thief and a robber (insurrectionist) 



Outline 
 “What accusation do you bring against this 

man?” John 18:29 

 “Are you the king of the Jews?” John 18:33 

 “Am I a Jew?” John 18:35b 

 “What have you done?” John 18:35d 

 “So you are a king?” John 18:37 

 “What is truth?” John 18:38 

 “So do you want me to release for you the 

king of the Jews?” John 18:39 

 



Conclusion  

 Jesus continues to confront people and 

culture today 

 Jesus continues to be controversial 

 Jesus continues to provoke questions 

But, Jesus is the answer to all the significant 

needs of humanity now and forever 

Let’s pray 
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