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Matthew 16:13–17 (ESV)  


13 Now when Jesus came into the district 

of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the 

Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some 

say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, 

and others Jeremiah or one of the 

prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who 

do you say that I am?”  




16 Simon Peter replied, “You are the 

Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 

Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, 

Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has 

not revealed this to you, but my Father 

who is in heaven.  



 Caesarea Philippi 

seems to have been a 

religious center from its 

earliest days.  

 The Canaanite god 

Baal-gad, the god of 

good fortune, was 

worshiped here in OT 

times.  

 Later, in the Greek 

period, a shrine in the 

cave was dedicated to 

the god Pan. 

 



 In addition, many niches 

in the cave held statues 

of the Nymphs.  

 When Herod the Great 

was king of the Jews, he 

built a temple out of 

white marble near the 

same spot and 

dedicated it to Emperor 

Augustus. (Logos 6) 

 



Thousands of years have gone by and 
the question continues to be asked: 
who is Jesus Christ? 

For some he is just a teacher, prophet, 
revolutionary or a mad man 

However, we see that Peter answers 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the 
Living God 



 

Jesus asks what the people are saying- v. 
13-14 

 

Jesus asks the disciples what they say- v. 
15-16 

 

Jesus tells Peter what the Father says- v. 17 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is? 

o John the Baptist 

o Elijah 

o Jeremiah 

o Another prophet 

 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is? 

o Son of Man 

• The background of the term “Son of man” is to 
be found in the OT  

• The Book of Ezekiel is the general source, since 
this prophet used “Son of man” 90 times as a 
cryptic, indirect reference to himself 

• For example, God addresses him, “Son of man, 
stand up on your feet and I will speak to you.” 
(2:1) 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is? 

o Son of Man 

• Jesus’ use of the term “Son of Man” and 

numerous themes from Ezekiel suggest his 

desire to identify himself as the eschatological 

prophet who, like Ezekiel (ch 4, 7, 10, 22, 40–

48), had the last word about the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the restoration of the kingdom of 

God to Israel (Mt 23, 24; Acts 1:6–8) 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is? 

o Son of Man 

• The specific source of the term is Daniel 7:13- 
14, with its vision of one “like a son of man” who 
“comes with the clouds” into the presence of 
“the Ancient of Days” who gives him the 
universal and eternal kingdom of God 

• Jesus repeatedly quoted parts of this text in 
teaching about his second coming (Mt 16:27; 
19:28; 24:30; 25:31; 26:64) 



Who do people say that the Son of Man is? 

o Son of Man 

• Clearly, Jesus understood this passage as a 
prophetic portrayal of his own person and 
inheritance of the kingdom of God 

• In the Gospels, the term “Son of man” is used by 
Jesus some 80 times as a mysterious, indirect way 
of speaking about himself (Mt 32 times; Mk 14 
times; Lk 26 times; and  Jn 10 times) 

• In all these texts, Jesus is always the speaker, and 
no one ever addresses him as “Son of Man” (Logos 
6) 

 

 



Who do people say that the Son of Man is? 

o John the Baptist 

• Son of Zechariah and Elizabeth 

• Cousin of Jesus 

• His attitude to the established order in Israel was 
one of radical condemnation; ‘the axe’, he said, ‘is 
laid to the root of the trees’ (Mt 3:10; Lk 3:9)  

• He denounced the religious leaders of the people 
as a brood of vipers, and denied that there was any 
value in the bare fact of descent from Abraham 
(Logos 6) 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is? 

o Elijah 

• Ninth-century bc prophet of Israel. Elijah’s name 
means “my God is the Lord”—appropriate for a 
stalwart opponent of Baal worship 

• He lived primarily during the reigns of kings 
Ahab (874–853 bc) and Ahaziah (853–852 bc) 
of Israel  

• The biblical account of Elijah runs from 1 Kings 
17 to 2 Kings 2 (Logos 6) 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is? 

o Jeremiah 

• Jeremiah was born about 657 bc during the 

reign of the wicked king Manasseh, while the 

great Ashurbanipal, who had shaken the 

world by sacking the ancient Egyptian city of 

Thebes in 663 bc, ruled a world empire from 

Assyria 



Who do people say that the Son of Man 

is? 

o Jeremiah 

• Known as the “weeping prophet” 

• He foretold that the Babylonian captivity 

would last 70 years 

• Jeremiah had the role of both priest and 

prophet  



Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is? 

o Another prophet 

• The role of the prophet was to speak to the 
people with the message from God 

• They were recognized as having spiritual 
authority 

• The people admitted that Jesus spoke as one 
who had authority  



But who do you say I am? 

o Peter responds for the disciples: 

• The Christ 

• Official title given to Jesus in the NT 

• It signifies his office as anointed Savior and alludes 

to his spiritual qualifications for the task of saving 

his people 

• The word derives from Greek Christos, which 

translates Hebrew Messiah (Jn 1:41) 



But who do you say I am? 

o Peter responds for the group: 

• The Christ 

• Both terms come from verbs meaning “to anoint 

with oil”; hence, as titles they mean “the Anointed 

One”  

• Applied to Jesus, they express the conviction that he 

had divine appointment for his office and function 



But who do you say I am? 

o Peter responds for the group: 

• The Christ 

• An important feature in the earliest Christian 
preaching was the proclamation that Jesus is the 
Christ (Acts 2:36; 3:18–20; 9:22; 28:23, 31)  

• This remains the earliest (Mt 16:16) and most basic 
article of Christian confession (1 Cor 1:23; 1 Jn 5:1), 
affirming that Jesus perfectly fulfilled the role of 
anointed prophet, priest, and king as the servant of 
God for his people (Lk 7:16, 1 Cor 15:25; Heb 7:22–
28; Rv 19:16) (Logos 6) 



But who do you say I am? 

o Peter responds for the group: 

• The Son of the Living God 

• Term used to express the deity of Jesus of Nazareth 

as the one, only begotten Son of God 

• Jesus Christ affirms he is God’s Son Jn 10:36 See 

also Lk 22:70 pp Mt 26:63-64 pp Mk 14:61-62; Jn 

19:7; Rev 2:18 

• The Father affirms Jesus Christ is his Son Mt 3:17 

pp Mk 1:11 pp Lk 3:22 See also Mt 17:5 pp Mk 9:7 

pp Lk 9:35; 2Pe 1:17 



But who do you say I am? 

o Peter responds for the group: 

• The Son of the Living God 

• Others affirm Jesus Christ is God’s Son (Mt 

14:33 See also Mk 15:39 pp Mt 27:54; Jn 1:34; 

Ro 1:4; Heb 4:14; 2 Jn 3) 

• Demons affirm Jesus Christ is God’s Son (Mk 

5:7 pp Mt 8:29 pp Lk 8:28 See also Mk 3:11; 

Lk 4:41) 



Blessed 

o μακάριος makários 

• Appears 18 times in the Gospel of Matthew 

• Blessed, possessing the favor of God, that 

state of being marked by fullness from God  

• It indicates the state of the believer in Christ 

(Matt. 5:3–11) (Logos 6) 

• Peter is blessed because God has revealed to 

him who Jesus is and not flesh and blood 



The term “Father” 

o It shows the uniqueness and intimacy of 

Jesus with the Father (Mt 11:27; Jn 6:44) 

o It shows the legitimacy of the revelation to 

Peter 

o It shows the authority of the revelation 

o It shows the approval of the Father 

 



 

Jesus asks what the people are saying- v. 
13-14 

 

Jesus asks the disciples what they say- v. 
15-16 

 

Jesus tells Peter what the Father says- v. 17 



True revelation comes from God 

God has revealed Himself through 

Jesus Christ (Jn 1:18) 

Just like Peter, others can know that 

Jesus is the Christ, the son of the living 

God 

Let’s pray 


