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 He entered Jericho and was passing 
through. And behold, there was a 
man named Zacchaeus. He was a 
chief tax collector and was rich.  And 
he was seeking to see who Jesus 
was, but on account of the crowd he 
could not, because he was small in 
stature. 



 So he ran on ahead and climbed up 
into a sycamore tree to see him, for 
he was about to pass that way. And 
when Jesus came to the place, he 
looked up and said to him, 
“Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, 
for I must stay at your house today.” 



 So he hurried and came down and 
received him joyfully. And when 
they saw it, they all grumbled, “He 
has gone in to be the guest of a man 
who is a sinner.” And Zacchaeus 
stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, 
Lord, the half of my goods I give to 
the poor.  And if I have defrauded 
anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold.” 



 And Jesus said to him, “Today 
salvation has come to this house, 
since he also is a son of Abraham. 
For the Son of Man came to seek and 
to save the lost.” (Luke 19:1-10 ESV) 
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 Zacchaeus’ Identity 

 A chief tax collector 

 A greatly hated and despised job by the 
Jews (Mt 5:46) 

 The taxes were paid to the Roman 
government 

 The tax collectors were viewed as 
unclean and traitors by some 



 Zacchaeus’ Identity  

 Zacchaeus was rich  

 He made his wealth by swindling 
others and in an unjust fashion 

 By being rich, he was hated by his own 
people   

 He was probably not known for his 
generosity 



 Zacchaeus’ Curiosity 

 Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus 

 He was short in stature 

 Mathew (Levi) was one of Jesus’ 
disciples and was also a tax collector (Lk. 
5:27-28; 6:15) 

 Jesus was called a “friend of sinners” for 
associating with tax collectors and other 
marginalized people by religious leaders 

 

 



 Zacchaeus’ Calling 

 Jesus calls Zacchaeus by name 

 Jesus gives Zacchaeus instructions 

 Jesus is the one who searches for 
Zacchaeus   

 Jesus invites himself to Zacchaeus’ 
house for a meal 

 A meal is a place of fellowship 



 Zacchaeus’ Response 
 Zacchaeus comes down from the tree 

instantly  

 Zacchaeus obeys Jesus’ command 
immediately  

 Zacchaeus received Jesus joyfully 

 In the gospel of Luke, joy is accompanied 
with faith and salvation (1:14; 8:13; 10:17; 
13:17; 15:5, 9, 32; 19:6, 37)  



 Comments about Zacchaeus  
 Zacchaeus means “pure and innocent” 

 The people grumbled about Zacchaeus 

 Many in the crowd did not approve of 
Jesus being with “sinners” and the 
marginalized (Lk. 5:30, 15:2) 

 Jesus continues to look for the 
marginalized and those who need 
salvation and redemption 



 Restitution by Zacchaeus 

 Zacchaeus repents 

 He is willing to give up half of his wealth 
to help the poor 

 He is willing to reimburse anyone who 
had been defrauded up to fourfold 

 Ex. 22:1-4, Lev. 6:1-6, Nu. 5:7, 1 Sam. 12:6 

 The restitution shows the change in 
Zacchaeus’ heart  



 Zacchaeus’ Salvation 
 Salvation came to the house of 

Zacchaeus 

 He is called a son of Abraham  

 The relationship with God was 
reestablished as part of the covenant 

 Zacchaeus is identified as part of God’s 
people (Ga 3:7) 
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 Luke demonstrates the compassion 
of the Son of Man, the Savior of the 
lost ( Lk. 1:47, 71; 2:11; 7:50; 9:56; 
18:42)  

 “For the Son of Man came to seek 
and to save the lost” 

 



 Jesus continues to seek the lost and 
is the all-sufficient Savior 

 Just like Zacchaeus was changed by 
encountering Jesus, he continues to 
transform people from the inside-
out 

 Let us pray! 
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