
Bay Area Social Justice Forum - February 2, 2013 

Morning Workshops:  10:45 am - 12:00 pm 

 

 
1A.  Organizing for Social Change - Claudia Albano  Everyone wants change!  Everyone wants 

action!   Although we are long on passion and well-versed in the issues, we can be short on organizing 

know-how.  This class will introduce students to the theory and practice of grassroots community 

organizing so you will be able to:   
 

1) Understand basic organizing principles, 

2) Apply organizing principles to your work, no matter what your field,  

3) Understand the difference between service and empowerment, 

4) Understand the difference between strategy and tactics, 

5) Understand what it means to be a community organizer, 

 

Presenter Info:  Claudia Albano  is a Lecturer at the University of California, Berkeley in the Social 

Welfare Department where she teaches a course in grassroots community organizing and social 

movements.  She has taught at UC, Berkeley for eleven years and is a sought after trainer in the field of 

community engagement.  She recently traveled to the Middle East to train Saudi Arabian and Kuwait 

women in grass roots community and political campaign organizing.  She holds a master’s degree in 

public administration from Harvard University, a master’s degree in legal studies from the University of 

San Francisco, and a bachelor’s degree in political science from UC, Berkeley. 

 

2A. Islamaphobia 101 – Zahra Billoo, Executive Director Council on American-Islamic Relations 

(CAIR San Francisco).  This session will enable participants to better understand anti-Muslim hate, 

frequently referred to as Islamophobia. This workshop will highlight challenges facing American 

Muslims in recent years as well as the various factors that contribute to the targeting of Muslims and other 

minorities alike, including government polices and the media.  

 

Presenter Info:  As the Executive Director for the CAIR San Francisco Bay Area (CAIR-SFBA) chapter, 

Zahra Billoo strives to promote justice and understanding at local and national levels. In 2009, Zahra 

joined CAIR-SFBA and immediately embraced her roles as community organizer and civil rights 

advocate. She frequently provides trainings at local mosques and universities as part of CAIR’s efforts to 

empower the community, while building bridges with allies on key civil rights issues. Zahra also 

represents victims of discrimination and advocates for positive policy changes that uphold civil rights for 

all. In March 2011, at her direction, CAIR-SFBA filed a lawsuit against the Department of Justice 

challenging their warrantless use of GPS tracking devices to target American Muslims. A 2010 recipient 

of the San Francisco Minority Bar Coalition's Unity Award and a 2011 recipient of the South Asian Bar 

Association of Northern California's Public Interest Attorney of the Year Award, Zahra has been a 

devoted labor rights advocate for several years. Zahra graduated Cum Laude from California State 

University, Long Beach with degrees in Human Resources Management and Political Science. She earned 

her J.D. from the University of California, Hastings College of Law, and was admitted to the California 

Bar in 2009. 

 

3A. Not for Sale: How You Can Join in the Fight Against Human Trafficking - NOT FOR SALE 

Staff 

 

Workshop description to be posted soon! 

 

Presenter Info:  NOT FOR SALE STAFF 

 

 

Workshop Descriptions Continue on Next Page 
 



4A. Collective Action to Cut Poverty - Eric McDonnell, Executive Vice President, United Way of 

the Bay Area.   This interactive workshop will explore and discuss the evolving face of poverty; the 

influence of race, class, and culture on our response to poverty and finally, what we can do individually 

and collectively to eliminate chronic poverty.  
 

Presenter Info:  Eric McDonnell, is a committed and passionate advocate for children, families, and 

communities. As Executive Vice President of the United Way of the Bay Area, Eric provides strategic, 

transformational and operational leadership to achieve agency goals. He sets priorities and delivers on the 

organization’s mission. Eric drives United Way of the Bay Area’s efforts to ensure that every child has 

the opportunity to reach his or her academic potential, and families achieve economic self-sufficiency, 

while making Bay Area neighborhoods safer, stronger places to live.  “I grew up in poverty, living in 

public housing, facing the everyday challenges of making ends meet.  Like a debilitating illness, poverty 

can rob an individual, a family, and a community of material, mental and emotional hope.  So, United 

Way’s campaign to end poverty is important to me personally, because I know the struggle.  

Professionally, I am blessed to be in a position to give back and help break the cycle of poverty that exists 

in our community.”  Prior to joining United Way of the Bay Area, Eric served as executive director of the 

Audrey L. Smith Developmental Center in San Francisco, a childcare and social services provider for 

more than 250 families. His decade of work at the center lent itself to the issues he now oversees for 

United Way of the Bay Area. Eric holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in public administration from the 

University of San Francisco. 

 

5A. "Immigration & Social Justice": Reflections on Personal Experience, History and Politics  - 

Jose Ivan Arreola, Outreach Manager at E4FC (Educators for Fair Consideration) - This workshop 

is meant to provide something that is quite rare within the national conversation about undocumented 

immigrants- the perspective of an undocumented person. The workshop will touch on aspects of the 

speakers’ personal experience as an undocumented immigrant with respect to the historical, political, and 

economic issues associated with undocumented immigrants in the US. 

 

Presenter Info:  Jose Ivan Arreola was born in Durango, Mexico and came to the United States when 

he was four years old. With the unconditional love and support of his family and the guidance of many 

mentors along the way, Jose went on to study Political Science, History and Ethnic Studies at Santa Clara 

University - where he received a full scholarship.  During his college career, Jose was an outspoken 

leader on campus around issues of racism, inequality, and oppression. Jose's work culminated as the 

Executive Director of the Multicultural Center of Santa Clara University. Upon graduation, Jose was 

trained as a community organizer for racial and economic justice by the Center for Third World 

Organizing in Oakland, CA. As an undocumented student himself, Jose utilizes his experiences to help 

empower and support other undocumented students across the country. 

 

6A. The Drug War, US Policy, and Human Rights in Latin America – John Lindsay-Poland, 

Fellowship of Reconciliation - Are people who violate drug laws by growing, transporting, or selling 

narcotics or illegal plants, civilians or combatants in the war on drugs? If the drug war doesn't help people 

who are addicted to narcotics, why does the United States still send Marines and warships to Central 

America to train and fight? How do victims of the drug war-related violence in Mexico act to change their 

victimization? This workshop will share information about policy and grassroots acts and seek discussion 

of our part in demilitarizing the Americas. 

 

Presenter Info:  John Lindsay-Poland is research and advocacy director of the Fellowship of 

Reconciliation, a national interfaith peace and human rights organization founded in 1915. He has 

organized and written extensively about the U.S. military and Latin America; his works include Emperors 

in the Jungle: The Hidden History of the US in Panama (Duke University Press) and Military Assistance 

and Human Rights: Colombia, US Accountability, and Global Implications.  
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7A.  Talking Back to Hate – Sarah Talcott Blair, URI’s Global Me Consultant and former Director 

of Youth Programs at URI - Drawing on content from the United Religions Initiative Toolkit - Actions 

for Interfaith Solidarity, URI's Global Me consultant and former Director of Youth Programs Sarah 

Talcott Blair will present concrete actions everyday citizens can take to respond to hate speech and 

discrimination against religious minorities in their community. This experiential workshop will give 

participants the taste of a peacemaking circle and ways to offer support and solidarity to one’s religious 

neighbors. 

 

 

 

 


