
About Arianna Zukerman 

Renowned for her pure, luminous, rich soprano, persuasive performances and dramatic ability, Arianna 

Zukerman is considered one of the premiere vocal artists of her generation. An international artist in 

demand for concert and opera performances, Ms. Zukerman is also an avid chamber musician, and 

regularly collaborates with some of today’s foremost chamber players. The Washington Post has 

acclaimed, “Arianna Zukerman possesses a remarkable voice that combines the range, warmth and 

facility of a Rossini mezzo with shimmering, round high notes and exquisite pianissimos that would make 

any soprano jealous.” 

 

Ms. Zukerman is the featured soloist in the Grammy nominated (Best Choral Performance) critically 

acclaimed Naxos release of James Whitbourn’s oratorio, Annelies (January 2013), the first major choral 

setting of Anne Frank’s diary (Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl). The recording includes 

clarinetist Bharat Chandra, the Lincoln Trio, The Westminster Williamson Voices, and is led by 

conductor James Jordan.  The Guardian (UK) praised Ms. Zukerman’s performance on the CD¸ stating, 

“Arianna Zukerman sings with subdued beauty.” 

 

With a focus on concert repertoire, Ms. Zukerman's upcoming 2014 engagements include soloist in the 

New York City April premiere of Annelies at Alice Tully Hall, Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts 

(collaborators the same as on the Naxos recording), the multimedia concert drama, the Defiant Requiem, 

at the Music Center at Strathmore with The Orchestra of Terezin Remembrance, and a re-engagement 

with Canada's National Arts Centre Orchestra, both in May. Earlier performances during the 2013-14 

season included her Royal Festival Hall debut in a three-city tour of the UK with the Royal Philharmonic 

at Reading's The Hexagon, London's Royal Festival Hall, and at the Cathedral in Salisbury, her father, 

Pinchas Zukerman, conducting,  singing  Strauss's Four Last Songs and Verdi's E Strano...sempre libera 

from La Traviata with the Gonzaga Symphony in Spokane, Washington, Annelies with the Carolina 

Master Chorale (South Carolina) , Mahler's Symphony No. 4 with the Catholic University of America 

Orchestra in Washington, DC, and Verdi's Requiem in Maryland with the National Philharmonic. 

Summer 2013 performances included appearances at the New Hampshire Music Festival and at Chicago's 

International Beethoven Festival in recital. 

 

Highlights of the 2012-2013 season included a three-city, 15-concert engagement with the Israel 

Philharmonic Orchestra; a performance of Jake Heggie’s At the Statue of Venus for Urban Arias at the 

Strathmore Center for the Arts’s Strathmore Mansion; a concert with the Music of the Baroque under Jane 

Glover in Chicago singing Mozart’s “Exsultate Jubilate” and “Ch’io mi scordi di te”, with Vladimir 

Feltsman at the piano; a return to the Colorado Symphony as soloist in Fauré’s Requiem under conductor 

Jose Luis Gomez; as soloist in the Mutual Inspirations Festival at the National Gallery in DC, and with 

the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra in Handel’s Messiah under Jane Glover.  

 

Ms. Zukerman has sung the world premieres of Nizza in Donizetti's Elisabeth, conducted by Will 

Crutchfield at the Caramoor Music Festival, and of Wilma in Jean-Michel Damase's Ochelata's Wedding 

at the OK Mozart Festival. She premiered Julian Wachner’s piece, "Come My Dark Eyed One" in Boston 

in 2009, and at the Kennedy Center in 2011. She also sang the chamber version premiere of James 

Whitbourn’s oratorio, Annelies, in The Hague, Netherlands in 2009. 

 

Ms. Zukerman’s extensive career includes performances with an impressive group of conductors 

including James Levine, Charles Dutoit, Leonard Slatkin, Lorin Maazel, Ivor Bolton, Constantine 

Orbelian, Julian Wachner, Jeffrey Thomas, Jane Glover, Lawrence Foster, Rossen Milanov, Marin Alsop, 

Pinchas Zukerman, Jose Luis Gomez, and Andrew Litton. She has worked with major orchestras 

worldwide, including the orchestras of Boston, Chicago, Minnesota, Dallas, Colorado, Cincinnati, and 

Pittsburgh, and the Philadelphia Orchestra, Rochester Philharmonic and National Arts Centre Orchestra in 

North America, and with the English String Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic (UK), the Israel Philharmonic 



Orchestra, the Gulbenkian Foundation Orchestra and the Moscow Chamber Orchestra abroad, to name a 

few. Among the opera companies with which she has performed are such esteemed organizations as New 

York City Opera, Chicago Opera Theater, Arizona Opera, The Chattanooga Opera, the Berkshire Opera 

Company, and the Castleton Festival. An avid chamber musician, she counts among her collaborators 

such esteemed artists as violinist Daniel Hope; pianists Benjamin Hochman, Ken Noda, Navah Perlman, 

Joy Schreier, and Brian Zeger; clarinetists Bharat Chandra, Alex Fiterstein , Patrick Messina, and 

Anthony McGill; flutist Eugenia Zukerman; the Miami String Quartet, and The Lincoln Trio. 

 

Arianna Zukerman was born in New York City into a musical family. Her father is violinist/violist/ 

conductor Pinchas Zukerman, her mother is flutist, writer and arts broadcaster, Eugenia Zukerman, and 

her sister Natalia Zukerman is an accomplished singer/songwriter. In addition to her busy performing 

schedule she maintains an active studio at the Catholic University of America, where she is an Adjunct 

Professor of Voice, and she gives master classes around the United States. 

 

A past recipient of the Sullivan Foundation Award, Ms. Zukerman was a member of the Bavarian State 

Opera’s Junges Ensemble. She studied theatre at Brown University and received her Bachelor of Music 

from the Juilliard School. She resides with her family in Greater Washington, DC. 

 

About Bharat Chandra 
Bharat Chandra is a clarinetist whose earnest passion for music and live interaction with audiences has 

taken him across the world as a soloist, chamber musician, and orchestral player.  

 

After undergraduate work at Southern Methodist University, studying clarinet performance with Stephen 

Girko and ethics with Alastair Norcross, Bharat attended the New England Conservatory of Music in 

Boston. There he became the first student of world renowned clarinetist Richard Stoltzman and had 

special opportunities to explore early jazz performance with Gunther Schuller and modern music with 

pianist Stephen Drury. Those experiences would inspire him to continually seek diversity in his musical 

life and to cherish the gifts of contemporary composers. Bharat graduated with a Master's degree from 

N.E.C., along with the Conservatory's highest individual honor, the Gunther Schuller Medal. 

 

From Boston, he traveled to Miami to join the New World Symphony, a graduate fellowship program, 

under the direction of Michael Tilson Thomas. Bharat began his professional career in Sarasota during 

2001, serving as Principal Clarinetist of the Sarasota Orchestra, under the direction of Leif Bjaland, and 

as a member of the Sarasota Wind Quintet. He continues to hold those positions today. During the 

summer, Bharat serves as Principal Clarinetist with the Cabrillo Festival of Contemporary Music in Santa 

Cruz, led by Marin Alsop. Other solo performances have taken him from Sarasota to Connecticut, and on 

a multi-city tour of England. In the fall of 2011, Bharat served as a Guest Principal Clarinet at the Sydney 

Opera House.  
 

About The Lincoln Trio 
Described by The Strad as "Sensational and Bewitching," the celebrated Lincoln Trio, made up of Desirée 

Ruhstrat, violin, David Cunliffe, cello, and Marta Aznavoorian, piano, takes its name from their home, the 

heartland of the United States, the land of Lincoln. The trio has performed throughout the United States, 

and toured in Europe, Asia and South America, and has been praised for its polished presentations of 

well-known chamber works and its ability to forge new paths with contemporary repertoire.  

 

Bringing together performing experience spanning the globe, each member is an artist of international 

renown. violinist Desirée Ruhstrat has performed throughout the US and Europe, appearing at the White 

House and performing on live radio broadcast heard around the world with the Berlin Radio Orchestra; 

cellist David Cunliffe has performed with the BBC and Royal Scottish orchestras as well as touring as a 



member of the Balanescu Quartet; pianist Marta Aznavoorian has appeared with the Chicago Symphony 

and has performed at the Kennedy Center and the Sydney Opera House. 

 

Champions of new music, the Lincoln Trio has performed numerous compositions written especially for 

them, including premieres of seven works by members of the Chicago Composers Consortium, Augusta 

Read Thomas, Stacy Garrop, Mischa Zupko, Janice Misurell-Mitchell, Ravinia commissioned works for 

the Lincoln Bicentennial by James Crowley, Eric Sawyer and Lawrence Dillon, and an award winning 

work dedicated to the trio by young ASCAP winner Conrad Tao.  

 

Winners of the 2008 Master Players International Competition in Venice, Italy and recipients of the 2011 

prestigious Young Performers Career Advancement Award, the 2013-14 season will see the trio 

performing throughout the US and Europe. 

 

About Westminster Williamson Voices 
Praised by reviewers on both sides of the Atlantic, The Westminster Williamson Voices has distinguished 

itself in the choral world for its artistry, recordings, educational outreach and its mission to perform new 

music. Gramophone magazine has described the Westminster Williamson Voices as an ensemble of 

“intimate and forceful choral artistry,” with a tone that is “controlled and silken in sustained phrases as 

they are vibrantly sonorous in extroverted material.” The American Record Guide praised the ensemble as 

“without peer.” The Choral Journal has called Williamson Voices an ensemble of “supreme artistry” and 

a choir that performs with “truth and precision.” 

 

The choir has premiered more than 30 choral works and presented several early performances and 

premieres by such noted composers as Jackson Hill, William Duckworth, Paul Mealor, Tarik O’Regan, 

Roger Ames, Robert Moran, Blake Henson, Jaakko Mäntyjärvi, Ugis Praulins, Gerald Custer and Thomas 

Lavoy, including premeiring three major works by British composer James Whitbourn that have attracted 

international attention. In 2007, it performed the world premiere of the chamber version of Annelies - 

Strauss's Four Last Songs and Verdi's E Strano...sempre libera from La Traviata the first major choral 

setting of the diary of Anne Frank.  

 

With six world premiere recordings to its credit, the choir has also assembled an impressive recorded 

discography, having recorded more than 30 choral masterworks on the Teaching Music through 

Performance CD box sets that are used by conductors around the world.  

 

About James Jordan 

James Jordan is recognized and praised around the musical world as one of the nation’s pre-eminent 

conductors, writers and innovators in choral music. The most published performer/author in the world, he 

has authored more than 30 books on all aspects of the choral art, he has been described as a “visionary” 

by The Choral Journal. His book Evoking Sound was named as a “must read” on a list of six books by 

The Choral Journal. At Westminster Choir College he is Professor and Senior Conductor and conducts 

the Westminster Schola Cantorum and the Westminster Williamson Voices. 

 

He has made two recordings of the music of James Whitbourn with the Westminster Williamson Voices 

on the Naxos label which have garnered wide critical acclaim on both sides of the Atlantic. Gramophone 

hailed him as a conductor of “forceful and intimate choral artistry” and regarding the recording of 

Annelies, Choir and Organ wrote, “Jordan’s instinctive understanding of the score makes this a profound 

and emotionally charged experience.” Reviews have praised the Westminster Williamson Voices as 

“without peer” (American Record Guide) noting that the ensemble “performed with utmost truth and 

precision,” and with “supreme artistry” (The Choral Journal), and “sing with a precision and finesse 

normally found in the best of the UK’s large chamber choirs.” (Gramophone). 

 



Dr. Jordan’s career and publications have been devoted to innovative educational changes in the choral 

art, which have been embraced around the world.  

 

In 2013-14 Dr. Jordan will be accorded two distinctive honors for his contributions to choral music 

around the world. He was inducted by the Temple University Alumni Association into its Hall of Success 

and he will be awarded an honorary Doctor of Music degree by the University of Aberdeen in Scotland. 

 

 

About Daniel Schwartz 

Daniel Schwartz, President of Schwartz Arts & Entertainment has produced and directed over 50 

independent classical music concerts around the world, at venues such as Los Angeles’ Walt Disney 

Concert Hall, the KKL in Luzern, Switzerland, Vienna’s Konzerthaus, Orchestra Hall in Chicago, the 

Kennedy Center, Carnegie Hall, Avery Fisher Hall, and Alice Tully Hall.  Among the highlights are seven 

annual Memorial Day weekend concerts at the Kennedy Center in Washington, DC, which have featured 

the U.S. Army Orchestra and the U.S. Air Force Symphony as well as the Memorial Day Festival Chorus 

conducted by Craig Jessop.   

 

As part of a long association with the University of Southern California Trojan Marching Band, Schwartz 

has produced benefit concerts in Los Angeles at the Galen Center and the Cerritos Center for the 

Performing Arts featuring numerous guest artists, including Michael Kamen, Thomas Newman, John 

Williams, Elmer Bernstein, David Raksin, Arturo Sandoval, Patti Austin, Michel Bell, Louis Bellson, 

Monica Mancini, WAR, Dexter Holland from The Offspring, John Dolmayan from System of a Down, 

and many others. 

 


