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Speakers’ Biographies 
 
 

Aisha al-Adawiya 
Aisha al-Adawiya is the founder of Women in Islam, Inc., an organization of Muslim women which focuses on 
human rights and social justice. Ms. Al-Adawiya is also the current president of KARAMAH: Muslim Women 
Lawyers for Human Rights.  She organizes and participates in conferences, symposia and other forums on 
Islam, Gender Equity, Conflict Resolution, Cross-Cultural Understanding, and Peace Building. She also 
represents Muslim women’s Non-Governmental Organizations at United Nations forums. Ms. Al-Adawiya 
coordinates Islamic input for the Preservation of the Black Religious Heritage Documentation Project of the 
Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture. Ms. al-Adawiya is a guest host and producer of Tahrir, 

WBAI Pacifica Radio in New York City. 
 
 
Soumaya Khalifa 

Soumaya Khalifa is an Egyptian American and longtime resident of the metro Atlanta area.  Ms. Khalifa is 
President of Khalifa Consulting, LLC and founder and Executive Director of the Islamic Speakers Bureau of 
Atlanta.  She is also a speaker for the State Department's Speakers Program.  Ms. Khalifa has been 
featured for her work in major publications such as the New York Times.  She has been interviewed and 
quoted by CNN, Fox, AlJazeera, Christian Science Monitor and many others.  She is a mother of 3 and 
grandmother of 3. 

 
 
Daisy Khan 

Daisy Khan is Co-founder of Park51, a community and cultural center in lower Manhattan. Born in 
Kashmir, Ms. Khan worked for 25 years as an Interior Architect then decided to dedicate her life to  
elevating the discourse on Islam.  As Executive Director of the American Society for Muslim 
Advancement (ASMA), she has launched various interfaith programs such as the groundbreaking 
theater “Same Difference”, the interfaith Cordoba Bread Fest, the youth oriented Muslim Leaders of 
Tomorrow (MLT) and Women's Islamic Initiative in Spirituality and Equality  (WISE). 
 

 
 
Zakia Mahasa 

Zakia Mahasa became the first Muslim woman to preside over an American courtroom in 1997.   At 
that time, she was appointed to the position of Master in Chancery and currently she serves in the 
Juvenile Division of the Circuit Court for Baltimore City.  Master Mahasa was appointed by the Court of 
Appeals to the Maryland Standing Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure.  She is also a 
member of the National Association of Women Judges and served on the board of the Maryland 
branch as Vice President.   She lectures across the country and around the world, and in November 
2010 she received the Leadership in Law award.  

 
 
Asifa Quraishi 

 Asifa Quraishi is an Assistant Professor of Law at the University of Wisconsin, where she teaches courses 
on US Constitutional Law and Islamic Law.  She writes in comparative legal theory and topics relating to 
Islamic law and women, and has been active in numerous American Muslim organizations since she was, 

oh, about ten (Having activist parents means a lot of envelope stuffing at the dining table!).  She is blessed 

to be the mother of two -- Menna (6, with special needs) and Zekky (10, with special insight) -- and is newly-
married to her dear husband, Matt, who somehow keeps her grounded and inspired at the same time. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Imam Siraj Wahhaj 

Imam Siraj Wahhaj, currently the Imam of Masjid Al-Taqwa in Brooklyn, New York, accepted Islam in 
1969. He received Imam training at Ummul Qura University of Makkah in 1978 and has gone on to 
become a national and international speaker on Islam. Imam Wahhaj served as vice president of 
ISNA in 1997, and served on Majlis Ash-Shura in 1987. He served as a member of the Board of 
Advisors for NAIT from 1989-1993. He is also a member of the Board of Advisors for the American 
Muslim Council. 
 

Imam Wahhaj has appeared on several national television talk shows and interviews especially about his anti-drug 
campaigns. He received high praises from the media and NYPD for initiating anti-drug patrol in Brooklyn, New York in 
1988. 
 


