
2015 Events &  
GPS Correlations

 
1. Bridge Building 

a. Event Description: This event is to test a student’s ability to build a lengthy, strong, 

stable, and reproducible suspension bridge from common materials.  

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4P3; S5P1; S3-5CS2; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS8 

 

2. Deep Blue Sea 
a. Event Description: Each team will work cooperatively to answer questions, identify ocean 

flora and fauna, physical features and phenomena related to marine science.    

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3L1; S3L2; S4L1; S4L2; S5L1; S5L4; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS6; S3-5CS8 

 
3. Disease Detectives 

a. Event Description: Epidemiology uses science to study disease, injury, health, and 

disability in communities.  This study involves: reasoning skills, such as those used by 

“disease detectives,” comparison of risks (the chances of becoming sick or injured); and 

surveys to help describe different groups of people.  The goal of the Disease Detectives 

event is to have students understand connections between things they may encounter in 

daily life and various health problems that affect communities, risks for disease/injury, and 

opportunities for prevention.   

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3L2; S4L1; S5L3; S5L4; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS6; S3-5CS8 

 

4. Don’t Bug Me 
a. Event Description: The contestants are to distinguish insects from non-insects, identify 

various body parts, characteristics, habitats, ecological significance, life cycles, and major 

classes and orders of arthropods.     

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3L1; S3L2; S4L1; S4L2; S5L1; S5L4; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS6; S3-5CS8 

 

5. Elements, Compounds and Mixture 
a. Event Description: The contestants will classify materials into one of three possible 

categories; elements, compounds and mixtures.     

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S5p2 

 

6. Grasp A Graph 
a. Event Description: Students will be asked required to demonstrate their skill at collecting 

and organizing information using pictographs, bar, line and pie graphs to solve problems.   

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3-5CS2; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS7; S3-5CS8 

 

7. Leaf and Tree Finder  
a. Event Description: The contestants will classify trees and leaves using a dichotomous key 

and field guide for trees native to Georgia.  A detailed list of trees will be provided.     

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3LA; S5L1 

 



8. Mystery Architecture 
a. Event Description: This event is designed to test the student’s ability to think on their 

feet.  They will be given a bag of materials to build a freestanding tower as high as they 

can.  The tower should be constructed to support a tennis ball at its top.  

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4P3; S5P1; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS8 

 
9. Paper Rockets 

a. Event Description: Each team will build and fly a paper rocket using pencils, soda straws, 

tape, paper, scissors, and a ruler.  The object is to “shoot” the paper rocket at a target 3 to 

8 meters away.  

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4P3c.d; S3-5CS2; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS7; S3-5CS8 

 

10. Rock Hound 
a. Event Description: Students will be asked to identify various rock and mineral specimens.  

They will create charts that describe characteristics of common rocks and minerals.  

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3E1; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS6 

 
11. Save Our Earth 

a. Event Description: The event is designed to determine a contestant’s knowledge and 

awareness of the major problems that are causing harm to our environment.  Topics 

included are: extinction of species, future energy shortage and cost, acid rain, greenhouse 

effect, ozone depletion, air, water, and soil pollution, waste treatment and disposal.  

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3L1; S3L2; S4L1; S4L2; S4E3; S4E4; S5E1; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS6 

 

12. Simple Machines 
a. Event Description: Participants will move from one station to another for up to 15 

stations.  Each station will contain a picture or example of a simple machine.  The student 

will be asked to identify the machine and answer a question about it, or use equipment to 

measure some variable such as length, force or weight.    

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4P3; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS7; S3-5CS8 

 
13. Starry Starry Night 

 
a. Event Description: The contestants will identify constellations, planets and other common 

celestial bodies.   

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4E1; S4E2 

 

14. Straw Egg Drop 
a. Event Description: Each pair of students will make a device of straws and masking tape, 

supplied on-site by the event supervisor, to hold a large, raw egg.  The device containing 

the egg will be dropped from a fixed height to a target.   

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4P3; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS7; S3-5CS8 

 
15. Straw Tower 

 
a. Event Description: The contestants will build the strongest, tallest tower from the 50 

straws and tape provided for them.   

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3CS4; S4CS4; S4P3; S5CS4 



 

 
16. Water Rockets 

a. Event Description: Prior to the science Olympiad tournament, contestants will use 2-liter 

plastic soda bottles to build one or more rockets propelled by air pressure and water.  The 

rocket that stays aloft for the longest time will win.   

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4P3; S3-5CS1; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS4; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS7; S3-5CS8 

 

17. Weather or Not 
a. Event Description: The contestants will work in pairs and will be tested on their 

knowledge of meteorological terms, techniques and events.     

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S4E3; S4E4 

 

18. Which Way Is North 
a. Event Description: Teams of two students will use attempt to navigate themselves around 

a variety of maps, such as state road maps, topographical maps 

b. GPS Correlation(s): 

i. S3L1; S3-5CS3; S3-5CS5; S3-5CS8 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015 Elementary Science Olympiad Registration Information 

Contact Dr. Kelly Price  kprice@forsyth.k12.ga.us 
 

2015 Elementary Science Olympiad Event Clarification Information 
Contact Dr. Sally Creel  sally.creel@cobbk12.org 

 
 

 
A complete list of the Georgia Performance Standards referenced above may be found at 

www.georgiastandards.org  
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