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FRESNO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL 

 

MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, September 10, 2014 

12:00 p.m. 

 

PRESIDING 

Ruth Evans, Chair 

Brian Domingos, Vice Chair 

 

Call to Order and Roll Call 

 

Approval of Minutes for August 13th, 2014  

 

New Business 

 

1. Clint Olivier – Fresno City Council District 7 INFORMATION 

 

2.    Legislative Items ACTION 

 

A. 2014 Water Bond (Prop 1)  

       

Old Business 

 

3.    Fresno’s 2035 General Plan   ACTION 

 

4.    Bill Tracking Update  INFORMATION 

 

Chair’s Report – Ruth Evans 

• State of the County on Wednesday, September 24
th

 at 7:00 a.m. 

 

Adjourn  
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FRESNO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COUNCIL 
MEETING MINUTES 

 

 

Presiding: 

Ruth Evans, Chair 

Brian Domingos, Vice Chair 

 

Committee:  Government Affairs Council  

Chairperson:  Ruth Evans  

Vice-Chair:  Brian Domingos 

Meeting Date/Time: August 13, 2014 

Meeting Place:  Fresno Chamber of Commerce 

Committee attendees: Bill Avakian, Ruth Evans, Sieg Fischer, Ryan Jacobsen, Victoria Salisch, Al Smith, 

Larry Fortune,  Austin Ewell, Lydia Zabrycki, Lorraine Salazar, and Scott Miller 

Committee absences: Nick Amendola, Jack Hall, Cam Maloy, Brian Domingos, Debbie Hunsaker, and 

John Taylor 

Staff:  Rachel Eslick 

 

CALL TO ORDER  

 

• Ms. Evans called the meeting to order at 12:05pm 

 

• Approval of Minutes 

Ryan Jacobsen made a motion to approve the July 23 and July 30 meeting minutes. The motion 

was seconded by Scott Miller and passed unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. 2035 General Plan – Jennifer Clark 

The City of Fresno Director of Development and Resource Management gave a presentation on 

the newly updated General Plan, released on July 2, 2014. According to Clark, the 500-page 

document is a blueprint for protecting public and private investments, preserving neighborhood 

character, and promoting investment and reinvestment. The focus is to improve the business 

climate and attract businesses to Fresno. Sections of the General Plan address transportation 

and “complete streets” which have lanes and access for different modes of transportation. 

There is a goal of having 5 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. Growth of development would 

be sequential and primarily in west, southwest and southeast Fresno. Development goals are 

50% infill and 50% new. Reinvestment will be prioritized and incentivized with programs like 

code enforcement release and tax deferral.  

 

Significant changes from the 2025 plan include the departure from high rise buildings on 

Blackstone, changing industrial areas to business parks in southwest and adding land use 

projects within a reasonable distance to neighborhoods west of 99.  
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This was an informational item only, but the GAC agreed to collectively read and research the 

General Plan report and submit comments at the next meeting. Council would also like City of 

Fresno to provide previously submitted comments. 

 

2. Legislative Items 

 

i. AB 503 (Weickowski and Bonta) Heath Facilities: community benefits 

Amy Thoma of Kaiser presented opposition to this bill, which would repeal existing hospital 

community benefit law and establish new law concerning non-profit hospitals charity care. The 

primary concern would be the exclusion of Medicare and Medi-Cal shortfalls from being 

counted as charity care. With the implementation of ACA and expansion of Medicare and Medi-

Cal, hospitals are absorbing more shortfalls. The fear is that other charity care programs will 

have to be cut to comply with the new law. 

 

Larry Forture made a motion to oppose AB 503. The motion was seconded by Sieg Fischer and 

passed unanimously.  

 

ii. SB 1139 (Hueso) California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program  

This bill would require utility companies to by a statewide total of 500 MW of geothermal power 

by December 31, 2024. Biomass energy companies in Fresno County spoke about concern that 

utilities aren’t going to renew their contracts, putting them out of business, if they have to by 

geothermal.  

 

Larry Fortune made a motion to oppose SB 1139. The motion was seconded by Ryan Jacobsen 

and passed unanimously.  

 

3. Consent Calendar 

 

i. SB 812 (DeLeon) Hazardous Waste - oppose 

ii. SB 850 (Block) Public Postsecondary education: community college districts - 

support 

 

Larry Fortune made a motion to approve the consent calendar and Lorraine Salazar seconded 

the motion. It passed unanimously.  

 

4. Old Business 

 

AB 2235 (Buchanan and Hagman) Public Education Facilities Bond Act of 2014 

 

This item was carried over from the July 9th meeting so that staff could obtain more information. 

The new information is that a dollar amount attached to the bond was left blank on the most 

recent version of the bill. Also, UC Merced’s Phase 2 growth does not depend on this bond. 

Although there is no recorded opposition for this bond in the Legislature, it’s unlikely to make 

the deadline to get on the ballot.  

 

Lorraine Salazar made a motion to postpone voting on this bill. The motion was seconded by 

Lydia Zabrycki and passed unanimously.  

 

AB 2372 (Ammiano and Bocanegra) Change in ownership 

 

Cal Chamber reversed its opposition and job killer label on this bill after an amendment was 

made to exclude publicly traded companies from having property reassessed after 90% or more 
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of the ownership interests are transferred. However, the Family Business Administration 

pointed out that while publicly traded companies are now protected, family businesses are not. 

Amendments have been proposed, but the bill hasn’t been updated.  

  

Lorraine Salazar moved to oppose the bill. Lydia Zabrycki seconded the motion and it passed 

unanimously.  

 

California Water Bond 

 

As of the time of the meeting, no agreement had been formally reached by Governor Brown and 

the Legislature regarding a new Water Bond for the November ballot.  

 

CHAIR’S REPORT 

 

Ruth Evans encouraged members to attend the next Eggs & Issues with Congressman David 

Valadao at the Piccadilly on W. Shaw, Friday, Sept. 5th at 7:30am and the State of the County 

Breakfast on Wednesday, September 24th at Valdez Hall.  

 

ADJOURNED 

  

• Meeting adjourned at 1:12pm.  
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  LEGISLATIVE ITEMS 

ITEM A 

Government Affairs Council 

September 10, 2014 

AB 1471 – 2014 Water Bond (Prop 1) 

Source – Secretary of State, Leg info 

 

Summary – AB 1471, commonly referred to as the Water Bond, will show up on your November ballot as Prop 1. 

This bill authorizes $7.5 billion in general obligation bonds for state water supply infrastructure projects, safe 

drinking water, water supply management, water recycling, water treatment technology investments and flood 

control. Certain local projects with matching funds could apply for and receive money from the state.  

 

Uses of Bond Funds 

 

 Water Supply $4.235 billion 

 Dams and groundwater storage (cost share associated with public benefits) $2.7 billion 

 Regional projects to achieve multiple water-related improvements $810 million 

 Water recycling, including desalination $725 

 

 Watershed Protection and Restoration $1.495 billion 

 Watershed restoration and habitat protection in designated areas around the state $515 million 

 Certain state commitments for environmental restorations $475 million 

 Restoration programs available to applicants statewide $305 million 

 Projects to increase water flowing in rivers and streams $200 million 

 

 Improvements to Groundwater and Surface Water Quality $1.420 billion 

 Prevention and cleanup of groundwater pollution $800 million 

 Drinking water projects for disadvantaged communities $260 million 

 Wastewater treatment in small communities $260 million 

 Local plans and projects to manage groundwater $100 million 

 

 Flood Protection $395 million 

 Repairs and improvements to levees in the Delta $295 million 

 Flood protection around the state $100 million 

 

Background – As California struggles through one of the worst droughts in history, legislators took advantage of 

public support by drafting a bond largely supported by both parties and Governor Brown. It trimmed the existing 

bond from $12 to $7.5 billion while keeping $2.7 billion for water storage. The bill passed through the senate with 

zero “no” votes and just two “no” votes in the assembly.  

 

Fiscal Impact – California would borrow up to $7.1 billion by selling additional general obligation bonds to 

investors, who would be repaid with interest using the state’s general tax revenues. About $400 million would be 

redirected from previous, unused bond projects. The cost to taxpayers is estimated to average about $360 million 

annually over the next 40 years, which is about one-third of a percent of the state’s current General Fund budget.    

 

Support – Along with almost every legislator in the state, the 2014 Water Bond is supported by Senators Feinstein 

and Boxer and a number of organizations, including the Fresno Irrigation District, California Chamber of Commerce 

and Western Growers. 

 

Opposition – The only legislators who voted against the bond were Assembly members Chesbro and Donnelly. 

Assembly member Chesbro, Chair of the Natural Resources Committee, wrote the arguments against the bond 

that will appear in the ballot information guide. Two other organizations are listed: Food & Water Watch and 

Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations.  
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Location – Chaptered; on November 4, 2014 General Election ballot 

 

Staff Recommendation - Support 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

ITEM 3 

Government Affairs Council 

August 13, 2014 

Fresno’s 2035 General Plan 

Source – City of Fresno 

 

Summary – Provides direction for growth and development in the City of Fresno for the next two decades. The 

plan outlines changes/improvements to several areas of service including land use, transportation, parks and 

utilities to propose a more ideal city for all residents. The over 500-page document presents a set of policies and 

implementation actions to achieve the overall vision. 

 

The General Plan is one of three new documents that has recently been or will soon be released:  

 General Plan 

 Master EIR Documents 

 Development Code (not yet released) 

 

Background – The 2035 General Plan updates a decade-old plan that, among other goals, saw Blackstone Ave. 

developed with high-rise buildings. City staff, consultants and volunteer residents have been working on the 

update for several years.  

 

Status – The deadline to accept public comments has been extended until October 9
th

.   

 

Staff Recommendation – Suggested comments are still being compiled and will be available in a supplemental 

document on Wednesday, September 10
th

. 

                 OLD BUSINESS 

ITEM 4 

Government Affairs Council 

August 13, 2014 

Bill Tracking Update 

Background - As of Monday, September 9
th

, the GAC has taken a position on 47 proposed bills in California. 28 are 

now dead. One has already been chaptered. One is a House Resolution. Of the 17 still alive, the GAC opposes 11.  

 

Staff Recommendation – Target Governor Brown with letters, news conference, etc., on three key issues:  

 AB 1522 (Gonzalez) Paid Sick Days 

 AB 1897 (Hernandez) Labor Contracting Client Liability 

 AB 32 inclusion of transportation fuels under the cap 


