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Signs of Electrical Overload:   

 

 

 

Do you ever find that your home lighting suddenly 
dims, crackles or buzzes unexpectedly? There may be 
underlying electrical dangers related to these signs 
which require your immediate attention! Is your home 
trying to tell you something? 

 
All of the spectacular holiday lighting displays around town are so 
beautiful! However, they also remind me of how many home 
owners put a strain on their electrical system at this time of year. 
Indoor lighting is on more hours as the days grow shorter. 
Outdoor festive lighting is illuminated and indoor holiday displays 
are plugged into multi-outlets, which are consequently pressed 
beyond their intended limits. Heaters and laundry machines are 
working overtime. Electronics (household and hand-held, given 
to us as gifts) are frequently re-charged. Kitchens stoves are 
heating large feasts as we entertain guests.  
 
* Note: This electrical overload if is often a fact of modern life. 
Although I am an advocate of energy efficiency, and electrical 
safety, I realize how easy it is to make a mistake or an oversight 
at this busy time of year. Therefore my intention is not to point a 
finger at anyone, but simply to raise awareness about electrical 
safety and persuade people to take action to prevent potential 
hazards. * 
 
How often do we even think of the electrical supply coming into 
our homes? This supply never really changes, unless our service 
entrance supply is up-graded. ‘Permanent’ extension cords and 
power bars are added as we try to keep up. Circuits become 
overheated as the demand grows. It is important to note that 
older homes were typically built with limited electrical capacity, 
so the demands which we are currently placing upon them can 
easily lead to a dangerous over-load situation! 
 

Hanging Bare Wires! 

 

Power Bar Out in Nature? 
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It important to be aware of any signs of stress on your electrical 
system. If your notice dimming, buzzing or flickering lights don’t 
ignore it. It could be the indication of a short which could lead to 
a deadly fire. Burn marks are an outlet or on an electrical wire 
are an even more serious sign.  
 
If you are unsure or worried about your home’s electrical system,  
it may be time to hire a professional. They will review entire 
electrical system to check if you’re at the ‘tipping point’ where 
the electrical current is unbalanced and approaching overload. 
They will also inspect whether electrical alterations made in the 
past (not always by a License Electrical Contractor and with a 
Permit) are safe and up to housing code regulations. 
 
People often say that when an electrical short burns a home to 
the ground that is just bad luck and nothing could have been 
done to prevent it. However, with my 25 years of experience in 
the home inspection industry, I have observed that disaster 
frequently can be averted if an unsafe situation is caught early. 
So it’s well worth your time to identify dangerous conditions 
TODAY to protect your family TOMORROW! (Your might even get 
a discount on your home insurance for being pro-active.) 

An Old Style,  
2-Prong Ungrounded  

Electrical Outlet 
 

How safe (or unsafe) is YOUR  

home’s electrical system? 
 

The Electrical Overload Gallery – Suspicious Signs 
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“Uncovering Tomorrow’s Surprises, TODAY!” 
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