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Civil War Post-Visit Lesson Plan: Characters and Themes 

 

Important Individuals: 
1. Daniel S. Dickinson: A Democratic US Senator from 

Binghamton who was a state’s rights advocate and instrumental 

in the passage of the Compromise of 1850 which intensified the 

coming of the Civil War. While he did not favor the expansion 

of slavery, he did believe that the government should not 

interfere with slavery in the South. Nominated for president 

during two different Democratic conventions, he withdrew his 

name only to be considered for Lincolns’ running mate in 1864 

because of his patriotic allegiance to the Union. If he had been Lincoln’s running 

mate, he would have been the 17th President. His story is told through his own 

letters and speeches. 

2. Galusha Grow of Montrose: A former Democrat 

who became a Republican over the issues of slavery and 

sectionalism. He quickly rose to become the Speaker of the 

House at the outbreak of the war. His major role was to hold 

together a large portion of the federal government before it 

spiraled out of control and half of its members walked out the 

door and joined the Confederacy. His work to keep the 

country together during early years of the war while the Union 

was losing resulted in his own political downfall and return to Susquehanna 

County to sit out the war. Grow’s own words and accompanying dialogue tell his 

story. 

3. Jermain Loguen, was known as the King of the 

Underground Railroad. He was born a slave, but escaped to 

freedom and became a major religious leader and 

abolitionist in New York State. Once free, Loguen could not 

stand by and see others still trapped by the chains of slavery. 

He became a leader of the Jerry Rescue in Syracuse and a 

travelling clergyman in this region before the Civil War. It 

is said that helped almost 1500 slaves find freedom. His 

daughter, Amelia Logue, taught at the African-American 

school in Binghamton before her marriage to Lewis Douglass, son of Frederick 

Douglass. 

 



4. George Englis, a local private, was born in Tioga County. 

He was 20 years old when he joined the Union Army. Englis 

wrote 55 letters during his time in the army. Through his letters, 

Englis shared his experiences in the war and his wishes to see 

home again. George was shot at the end of the war, and while he 

lived to see the war end he died on Thanksgiving Day, 1865. 

George Englis story illustrates how the war and its effects carry 

on long after the war ends. 

 

5. Sara Rosetta Wakeman, changed her name to Lyons Wakeman and joined 

the war effort by pretending to be a man. Sara was from 

Chenango County, and her letters home offer a unique female 

perspective on the war. She wrote about the amazement of 

leaving home, the boredom of everyday camp life, and the fears 

of never seeing her family again. She died of disease during the 

war, and her family hid her letters in shame for the next 80 

years. 

 

6. John C. Robinson, an army general from Binghamton, 

whose efforts during several battles showed his leadership on 

the battlefield. He lost his leg during the Spotsylvania 

Campaign, but won the Medal of Honor for his actions. He 

survived the war, and later became Lieutenant Governor of the 

State of New York, and president of the Grand Army of the 

Republic in 1877. In 1917, the State of New York dedicated a 

statue on the field of Gettysburg to honor Gen. Robinson. 

 

7. Col. David Ireland, born in Scotland, 

joined the area forces in Binghamton (although he lived in 

Susquehanna County) and quickly helped to form the 137th 

Regiment. He and the 137
th

  were instrumental in holding the line 

during the battle of Gettysburg. He died of disease during the war, 

and his wife, the niece of Sherman Phelps, was forced to move in 

with her uncle to make ends meet. His letters and correspondence 

are used to tell his story. 

 

 

 



8. James Smith, the son of an Irish farmer living in Broome County. James, 

acting as a substitute for his drafted older brother, joined the 

Union Army underage at 15 (16 was the required age). 

Involved in several battles, he was shot in the head near 

Petersburg. Later, he was captured and lived for 9 months in 

a Confederate prisoner of war camp under horrible 

conditions. His letters describe illness, food shortages, and 

the smell of dead bodies in the prison camp. He escaped and 

was hidden by a slave family who assisted his return to the 

Union forces in time for Lee’s surrender at Appomattox 

Courthouse. Throughout the rest of his life he would alter 

his age in fear that he would lose his veterans pension. 

 

 

9. The Lyons Brothers, four brothers from Susquehanna 

County, who joined the Union forces. Three of brothers died 

during the war (from disease and wounds). The surviving 

youngest brother, Jerome, was compelled by his mother to go 

back to the south during the war and bring back his brother’s 

bodies because she refused to have her sons buried there. In some cases, the bodies 

were taken from mass burials and returned home. Jerome later designs the Civil 

War Monument in Montrose only to die a few days before its dedication. 

 

 

10. Jedidiah Hotchkiss, a mapmaker from Windsor, 

who joined the Confederate forces, became famous as a 

cartographer for Stonewall Jackson. Although his cousins 

fought on the side of the north, Jedidiah believed in state’s 

rights and called Virginia home. His maps were so well 

created, that they are still in the collection of the Library of 

Congress. He later became one of the founders in the Army 

Corps of Engineers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



11. Delia Judd, from Windsor, represents the story of 

home life. Her diary tells the story of watching the “boys” 

go off to war on the train, and how her brother-in-law, 

Capt. Seymour Judd, leaves his wife alone at home, and 

then dies during the war. She tells of watching her 

husband, Henry, go off to Binghamton to listen to lectures 

on the war, and talks of the need to preserve the Union. 

During the war, she loses both her husband and two infant 

children to disease, and after the war marries to avoid 

losing everything. She dies childless. 

 

 

12. Gen. Edward F. Jones, was born in Utica, NY in 

1828, but moved to Massachusetts as a child. Before the 

Civil War, Gen. Jones became a wealthy man by inventing a 

new wick system for kerosene lamps.  During the war, he 

leads the 6
th
 Massachusetts through what became known as 

the “Baltimore Massacre.” His efforts to protect Washington 

DC during the war ended with an official Congressional 

thank you. After the war, Jones moved to Binghamton where 

he opened Jones Scale Works and went into politics. He 

became the Lieutenant Governor of New York, an author, 

and an entrepreneur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Important Groups & Themes: 
 

Republicans: 

 

In 1861, the Republican Party was a coalition of disparate elements. Formed only 7 

years earlier, it contained men who had been Whigs, Anti-Slavery Democrats, 

Free-Soilers, Know-Nothings, and Abolitionists. All of these groups were 

antislavery. By the outbreak of the war, these fragments had coalesced into 3 basic 

factions: conservatives, moderates, and radicals. President Abraham Lincoln's task 

was to mold these factions into a government that could win the war without 

destroying the South politically and economically. Lincoln's victory over Stephen 

A. Douglas, John C. Breckinridge, and John Bell was the signal for 

the secession of the Southern states, and the Civil War followed.  
Source: "Historical Times Encyclopedia of the Civil War" 

 

Democrats: 

In 1860, the Democrats were unable to stop the election of Republican Abraham 

Lincoln, even as they feared his election would lead to the Civil War. The party 

split in two, with the northern wing nominating Douglas and the southern wing 

nominating Vice President John C. Breckinridge. During the Civil War, Northern 

Democrats divided into two factions, the War Democrats, who supported the 

military policies of President Lincoln, and the Copperheads, who strongly opposed 

them. After the attack on Ft. Sumter, Douglas rallied northern Democrats behind 

the Union, but when Douglas died, the party lacked an outstanding figure in the 

North, and by 1862 an anti-war peace element was gaining strength. The most 

intense anti-war elements were the Copperheads. 

 

Slavery, State’s Rights, and The Road to War: 

 

The first African slaves arrived in the United States in 1619 in Jamestown, 

Virginia. There were nearly four million slaves by the time of the Civil War. 

Although it was a predominately a southern institution, slavery also existed in the 

northern states for much of America’s early history. The movement to end slavery 

began in the early nineteenth century and immediately came into conflict with 

supporters of the political ideology of states’ rights. Southern proponents of states’ 

rights feared that the federal government would try and pass laws that would make 

slavery illegal. These individuals believed that only the state governments, not the 

federal, could make these types of decisions.   

 



As the north gained increasing economic strength and better transportation and 

factory systems, the south increasingly relied on the plantation system built on 

slavery. These regional differences caused strained relationships between states, 

governments, communities, and families.   

 

New York State and the region split between the nationalistic Whig Party and the 

states’ rights Democratic Party. As the movement to end slavery gained strength, 

the Whigs fell out of favor and the anti-slavery Republican Party became dominate 

in much of this region.  The complex political division between supporters of each 

party only worsened with time. Despite living in a heavily Republican area, 

Democratic Daniel Dickinson of Broome County represented New York in the 

U.S. Senate. Only a few miles away in Susquehanna County, the newly converted 

Republican Galusha Grow became Speaker of the House of Representatives.   

 

The Home Front: 

 

As thousands of men marched off to war, life on the home front went through 

drastic changes. In rural areas men mostly joined forces as privates, while in urban 

areas the wealthier and more educated men often became officers. The remaining 

families were wrenched apart by differing loyalties and the loss of a generation of 

young men. Women had to keep both the family farms and smaller businesses 

operating. Women also formed associations in every region. These associations 

formed to assist in the war effort by making bandages, flags, and other related 

items for the troops. As the war progressed, many women joined the fight as 

nurses. At home, the war permeated every aspect of society from popular music, 

reading material, and artwork.   

 

A Soldier’s Life: 

 

The life of the soldier was one of both boredom and danger. Many soldiers were 

away from their home for the first time. They often took their first railroad ride to 

the camps where they spent their daily life in small tents playing cards and drilling. 

Soldiers also occupied their time with music, games, and letter writing. The 

conditions in camp often ranged from good to poor. Clean water was often a luxury 

and latrines were few and far between. Comrades would become quick friends with 

the knowledge that battle could end life at any moment. The encampments could 

be broken down and moved quickly as the war moved from place to place.  

 

 

 



Technology: 

 

The Civil War era saw the development and implementation of a number of new 

technological advancements. New railroads and telegraph lines helped facilitate 

transportation and communication. Changes in armaments, such as rifling, 

increased the lethality of Civil War weaponry. The Civil War also saw the first 

widespread use of photography. Photographers took pictures of soldiers to send 

back to their loved ones. They also traveled to battlefields to document the horrors 

of the war. The war also helped advance medical practices and increased 

knowledge about infections and cleanliness.     

 

The Legacy of the Civil War: 

 

One of the biggest legacies of the Civil War was that over 3 million African-

Americans were freed from their bondage in slavery.  America, especially the 

American south, was forever altered by the conflict. More than 600,000 Americans 

died in the conflict, and few families survived the war unscathed. 

 

Returning veterans found their communities far different than when they left for 

war. New railroads connected places like Binghamton with the rest of the country. 

Factories that had been created to make war equipment were converted for new 

uses. New industries rose to employ returning soldiers. Women who had helped 

maintain the home front continued to work in the factories of the industrial north. 

Some New Yorkers became known as “carpetbaggers” in their efforts to 

reconstruct the South.  

 

As thousands of veterans returned home, their need for camaraderie and to 

communicate their war experiences found a home in the Grand Army of the 

Republic – or the G.A.R. Within a few years of the Civil War, communities began 

to make plans to erect monuments to those who served and died during the 

conflict. Some of these monuments were purchased using mail-order catalogs 

while others were designed by local residents. Efforts were also made by G.A.R. 

posts to ensure that veterans would have a final resting place in cemeteries across 

the country.     


