
 

 

White House Deputy Director visits Tri-C 

Following an engagement at The City Club 

of Cleveland, Jay Williams, Deputy 

Director, White House Office of 

Intergovernmental Affairs, visited 

Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) 

August 31, 2012. The purpose of the visit 

to Tri-C’s Unified Technologies Center was 

to discuss manufacturing training provided 

to students and organizations.  

 

Williams heard of the value and impact of 

training and the need for funding to support 

training from James Lambert and Nathan 

Modie, graduates of the College’s precision 

machining program. Along with the graduates, Williams participated in a roundtable panel 

discussion with business leaders from Alloy Bellows & Precision Welding, ArcelorMittal USA 

and the following Tri-C team members: Claire Rosacco, vice president of government relations 

and community outreach; John Gajewski, executive director of WEDD; Linda Woodard, 

executive director of WEDD; Dave Bredenbeck, program manager; and Mike White, program 

manager. The panel discussion was preceded by a tour of the Unified Technologies Center. 

 

The graduates conveyed the benefits of the programs at Tri-C, including the utilization of the 

same technologies and skills used in the workplace. Discussion topics also included recruiting 

qualified students, training our next generation of workers, finding funding sources to assist 

students and employers, and creating greater awareness of good paying manufacturing jobs, 

which usually include a comprehensive benefits package. Williams expressed the 

administration’s support for community colleges and supporting initiatives that support training 

programs that work. 

 

In his current role, Williams leads local engagement with mayors, county and municipal officials 

across the country. Prior to joining the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs, Williams was the 

executive director of the Office of Recovery for Auto Communities and Workers, working with 

state and local stakeholders in areas affected by the changing American automotive industry to 

ensure that they receive the federal support necessary to succeed. Prior to joining the Obama 

Administration, he served as the Mayor of Youngstown, Ohio from 2006 to 2011. Before 

transitioning into public service, Williams enjoyed a career in banking, which included stints at 

the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland and First Place Bank, as a vice president. He was born 

and raised in Youngstown and graduated from Youngstown State University. 
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Jay Williams (right) listens as Tri-C’s John Gajewski 
speaks (left). 


