
 

 
Senator Brown visits Tri-C to urge Congress to 
lower subsidized Stafford loan rates  
 
 
U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown hosted a news conference 
April 15 at Cuyahoga Community College (Tri-C®) to urge 
Congress to block an interest rate hike for federally 
subsidized Stafford loans that would double the 3.4 
percent interest rate to 6.4 percent beginning on July 1. 
 
Untaya Miller, a Tri-C law enforcement student, also 
joined Brown to urge repeal of the interest rate hike. 
 
According to Senator Brown, Cuyahoga County students 
receive more than $111 million in federally subsidized 
Stafford Loans, and this interest rate increase would add 
$2,800 to the cost of the loan for the average student. 
Angela Johnson, executive director of Enrollment 
Operation and Student Financial Aid Assistance at Tri-C 
says this change will affect about 8,000 Tri-C students. 
 
Miller, a single mother, decided to go to college after she 
lost the childcare job she had held for eight years. “I’m 
going to school to be a better role model for my two 
children, to be a better provider and to get a more reliable 
job,” Miller said. After she graduates from Tri-C, Miller 
plans to get a bachelor’s degree at Cleveland State University.  With the interest rate increase, 
“it will be difficult for me to provide for my family in the future when I’m paying back my loans,” 
Miller said. 
 
Those borrowing subsidized Stafford loans after July 1 will no longer have a six-month grace 
period in which the government pays the interest.  Interest will immediately begin accruing on 
the loans’ principal balance, increasing the amount a student will be required to pay off. 
 
These Stafford loans changes are happening concurrently with reductions in another federal 
financial aid program – the Pell grant program. Student eligibility for Pell grants is being reduced 
to 12 semesters, down from 18, and the family income level to qualify for an automatic 
maximum grant is being reduced from $30,000 to $23,000.  These reductions will likely increase 
the number of students turning to loans to pay tuition and living expense costs. 
 
Like many community colleges, Tri-C serves a high number of low-income students. Despite  
Tri-C’s offering the lowest tuition in Northeast Ohio, most Tri-C students still demonstrate 
financial need, with more than 19,000 receiving Pell Grants last academic year and more than 
8,000 borrowing student loans. 
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U.S. Senator Sherrod Brown with 
Untaya Miller, a Tri-C law enforcement 
student, and her daughter Antoinette. 
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