
“Non-Report” Law Gives Victims Time to Decide  

The Networker 

It’s been nearly 

two years since 

Texas instituted its 

“Non-Reported 

Sexual Assault 

Evidence Program.”  

The law clearly 

empowers victims, 

but few locally 

have taken 

advantage of its 

free examination 

and two-year 

window on 

deciding if and 

when to prosecute.  

Depiction of a forensic exam 

conducted by a Sexual Assault 

Nurse Examiner (Moira Foley, 

left). The survivor is supported by a 

volunteer HEARTeam Advocate 

(Catherine Difonzo- Shellman, 

right) inside the Central Texas 

Medical Center’s sexual assault 

exam room. 

the forensic part of the exam, since 

hospitals now bill the Department of 

Public Safety $700.00 for the service. 

Victims are still responsible for any 

doctor’s services, X-rays or prophylac-

tic medications. 

     Thanks to the law, victims of sexual 

assault in Texas can now be examined 

within 96 hours (and have evidence 

collected) and wait up to two years to 

decide whether or not to file charges. 

Nor does the medical facility have to 

Before 2009, victims of sexual assault 

had to report the crime in order to 

receive an evidence-collecting foren-

sic examination. And if the victim 

chose not to prosecute, she was stuck 

with the examination bill.  

     But the so-called “Non-Report” law 

effective June 9, 2009 changed all that. 

Now if a victim of sexual assault asks 

for a nurse examination to collect evi-

dence, she can get it, no questions 

asked. The victim is not charged for [Continued Next Page] 
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radio spots in major cities plus bill-

boards, print and bus ads in smaller 

towns (see photo). 

     Still, few women in Hays and Cald-

well Counties have taken advantage 

of the law.      Janie Mott, a Sexual As-

sault Nurse Examiner at the Central 

Texas Medical Center in San Marcos, 

has personally conducted only a cou-

ple of “no report” exams since the 

law’s passage nearly two years ago. “I 

don’t know why women are not re-

porting [sexual assault] more,” com-

mented Mott. “More education is 

needed to make sure people know 

this service is available,” she added.   

“Non-Report” Law 

(Continued) 

report the sexual assault to law 

enforcement. 

     This puts victims in the driver’s 

seat by preserving important evi-

dence and allowing time for an 

informed decision about whether 

to prosecute. 

     However, the “Non-Report” 

law’s implementation has not been 

glitch-free. Not all health provid-

ers were quick to train their staff 

regarding the law. And the law is 

silent about where the exam must 

take place. In one case, a HCWC 

HEARTeam volunteer met at a lo-

cal hospital with a victim of a rape 

that had occurred in another 

county. But the pair had to drive to 

multiple providers in the region, 

over a span of hours, before finally 

receiving an exam. 

     The law was designed to em-

power victims, and it succeeds in 

that regard, according to Sexual 

Assault Nurse Examiner Moira 

Foley, who has examined victims 

at both San Marcos’ Central Texas 

Medical Center and Austin’s St. 

David’s Medical Center. “It puts 

power into the hands of the as-

saulted individual.” She added, “a 

lot of times patients come in feel-

ing at a loss—they’ve been under 

the force of somebody, forced to 

do something they don’t want to 

do and if they wanted to have the 

exam done, they were forced to 

talk to law enforcement. Now they 

have the ability to make the 

choices on their own, when they 

are ready. A lot of people, whether it 

be for emotional or personal rea-

sons or even safety reasons aren’t 

able to report to law enforcement 

right away. And this gives them 

time to heal and prepare for that.” 

     It is crucial to consider the law 

from the perspective of law enforce-

ment officers, who are well aware 

that many traumatized victims are 

reluctant both to undergo the evi-

dence-collecting forensic exam and 

to report the assault. According to 

Hays County Sheriff’s Office’s Ser-

geant of Criminal Investigations, Jeri 

Skrocki, “Most law enforcement 

agencies would like the opportunity 

to take action on these cases imme-

diately to prevent the violation of 

another victim. Unfortunately, many 

of our victims still never report in 

any fashion until well after the inci-

dent and certainly not during that 

window of opportunity where 

physical evidence could be recov-

ered.”   

     Skrocki hopes that the new law, 

combined with public education, 

can have the effect of   enabling vic-

tims to understand, “I don’t have to 

make the decision today…” and 

avoid later regrets for not having 

the evidence if they do decide to go 

press charges. Skrocki adds, “As a 

Texas Peace Officer I continually 

experience from victims their frus-

tration at their own lack of action 

when they didn’t report it ‘at the 

time.’” 

     When the law was implemented, 

a public awareness campaign was 

undertaken courtesy of Texas Asso-

ciation Against Sexual Assault, with 
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Awareness Campaign poster from the 

Texas Association Against Sexual 

Assault. 

You can assist sexual assasult 

victims as a HEARTeam volun-

teer. Phone Kate Shaw at (512) 

396-3404 to learn how. 



community on how to end family 
violence, sexual assault and child 
abuse through community educa-
tion—notably via the State of Texas-
approved “primary prevention” 
curriculum, addressing the root 
causes to prevent violence before it 
starts. 
     According to HCWC executive 
director Johnson, “HCWC needs 
more permanent, independent 
sources of support. We like Charles’ 
history with stewarding private 
sector gifts.” A not-for-profit 
development professional of sixteen 
years, Vestal led a $2 million annual 
fund at Wisconsin’s largest food 
bank and anti-hunger public policy 
leader, Hunger Task Force.  

It’s an irony many charities can relate 
to. HCWC is serving 15 percent more 
victims even as federal and state cut-
backs  are implemented. 
     Recognizing the trend, HCWC’s direc-
tors decided to broaden resource de-
velopment by hiring a permanent, full-
time Director of Development and 
Community Partnerships. Their de-
cision follows completion of a 
successful capital campaign and the 
sure prospect of dramatic government 
cutbacks in social services. 
     HCWC hired Charles Vestal in 
February to lead a five-person 
Development and Community 
Partnerships team. Besides raising 
money, the “DCP Team” manages 
volunteers and takes the lead in 
educating each member of the 

Developing Local Support Critical to Mission 
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Demand for services is up while federal and state 
dollars are down. The solution is clear: more 
community involvement with HCWC’s mission.  

HCWC’s Executive 

Director Marla Johnson 

(above) and new Director 

of Development and 

Community Partnerships 

Charles Vestal (below).  

Roxanne’s House 

Flush with Plush 

Catherine Paseman (left) 

with brother Matthew of 

San Marcos spearheaded a 

drive to stock Roxanne’s 

House with plush toys 

donated as part of her 

church service project. 

Bear-y cool, Catherine! 
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On Saturday, June 4, hundreds of 
folks will act on their values by 
participating in the Hays-Caldwell 
Women’s Center’s 27th Annual 
Auction to be held in the LBJ Stu-
dent Center ballroom on the Texas 
State University campus.  
     Admission tickets are $25.00 
per person and include a full Texas 
barbeque dinner. 
     Our charity’s largest fundraiser 
includes both a silent auction and a 
live auction in the same evening. In 
the silent auction, bidders fancying 
each item will write down their 
bids on a bid sheet in hopes of top-
ping all others. The live event fea-
tures an entertaining, fast-talking 
auctioneer who engages bidders in 

a friendly donation “war” to see 
who takes home the most coveted 
prize packages. 
     Top prizes this year include an all 
inclusive golf outing at an exclusive 
north Houston golf club, and a 3-
day, 2-night fully catered hunt at a 
1,000 acre hunting ground in Tar-
rant County. 
     Your contribution allows HCWC 
to use all proceeds from the annual 
auction for direct services to clients 
to help end family violence, sexual 
assault and child abuse in Hays and 
Caldwell counties. A portion of your 
donation to the auction may be tax 
deductible as allowed by law (ask 
your accountant).  

     All auction sponsorships are 
publicly acknowledged in the 
auction program. Additional 
privileges include: 
 
PLATINUM ($2,500.00) receives 
listing on large display banner 
the night of the event, 16 admis-
sion tickets, reservations for two 
tables and priority placement 
(MUST RSVP). 
GOLD ($1,500.00) receives 16 
admission tickets, reservations 
for two tables (MUST RSVP). 
SILVER ($1,000.00) receives 8 
admission tickets, reservations 
for one table (MUST RSVP). 
BRONZE ($500.00) receives 4 
admissions tickets, reservation 
for ½ table (MUST RSVP). 
COPPER ($300.00) receives 4 
admission tickets. 
BRASS ($150.00) receives 2 ad-

missions tickets. 
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Auction Action: June 4  

Bid on silent and live auction items at 

HCWC’s biggest fundraiser of the year.  

Donate. Attend !  Sponsor !!  Eat Hot BBQ !!! 
Get involved by phoning Glenda Munoz at (512) 396-3404, extension 248. 

Attendees at HCWC’s 

annual auction have a 

formidable task  in choosing 

which items to bid on. The 

2011 Auction will feature an 

exclusive golfing trip and a 

hunting package alongside 

other attractions. 



February 28 witnessed, at HCWC’s 

campus in San Marcos, the official 

groundbreaking for the Building 

Hope Campaign, Phase II. Following 

the 2009 building of the McCoy 

Family Violence Shelter, the Build-

ing Hope Campaign, Phase II is a 

dramatic remodeling of the former  

shelter and offices into repurposed 

facilities that effectively double 

HCWC’s capacity to assist victims of 

sexual assault, family violence and 

child abuse. 

     HCWC’s original, 25-year old 

family violence shelter is being re-

made. It will soon accommodate  

Roxanne’s House, HCWC’s Chil-

dren’s Advocacy Center, which has 

been operating from a space-

challenged dwelling in downtown 

San Marcos. The rehabbed struc-

ture will also accommodate the 

Center for Community Partner-

ships which will include the new 

business center, volunteer training 

and community education facilities 

plus conference room. 

     A complete retrofitting is also in 

store for HCWC’s current Counsel-

ing and Resource Center in order 

to expand non-residential counsel-

ing and advocacy opportunities by 

up to 75 percent. Adjacent will be 

the new Donation Center where 

the public can easily donate items 

and funds to benefit HCWC’s mis-

sion. 

     “Last year HCWC helped 15 per-

cent more survivors in face-to-face 

interactions,” said Marla Johnson, 

HCWC director. “That’s just one 

year’s increase. Add up ratcheting 

demand for our services through 

the years and you can see how 

critical the need is for new facili-

ties.”  

     When finished, the remarkable 

$1.2 million expansion project will 

provide the children’s advocacy 

center with added forensic in-

terview and counseling space 

for abused children. Outreach 

counseling space will double for 

survivors of sexual assault and 

family violence within Hays and 

Caldwell Counties.  

     Cindy McCoy, who chaired 

the multi-year fundraising ef-

fort, thanked HCWC’s donors 

for making the campus re-do 

possible.  “Following the suc-

cessful completion of the $2.1 

million McCoy Family Shelter in 

2009, the Building Hope Cam-

paign received a great boost for 

Phase II with a $500,000 match-

ing grant from the City of San 

Marcos,” she said, adding 

“Campaign donors stepped up 

and provided us the funds to 

match the grant.” In June 2010, 

the San Marcos City Council 

voted to grant HCWC the funds 

for expansion with a one-year 

window to match the funds. The 

agreement to release the funds 

was approved unanimously for 

the construction of the im-

provements effective March 1, 

2011. Project completion is ex-

pected in 2012. 
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Campus Retrofit 

Breaks Ground 

Carefully planned capital 

improvements will  double 

service capacity without 

increasing overhead.  

HCWC supporters came out in full 

force on February 28 for the 

groundbreaking of the $1.2 million 

campus remodeling project. The 

former shelter seen in the 

background is being redeveloped as 

the new Roxanne’s House and Center 

for Community Partnerships. 

SPRING 2011 



 

Donate Money through 

your workplace giving pro-
gram. See if your company 
matches donations! State 
workers—find HCWC as an 
approved charity in your fall 
SECC campaign booklets.  
Give securely online at 
www.hcwc.org. 

Texas State University students 
spruced up our shelter’s grounds during 
the annual “Bobcat Build” on April 9.   

Sarah K. Brandon 
Sandra Bryant 
Elizabeth Clark 

Curtis Clay 
Karen Cochran 

Trey Hicks 
Carolyn Linér 
Cindy McCoy 

Katie McVaney 
Dora Montoya 
Carolyn Pate 

Bill Sala 
Cathy Supple 

Julie Veidt 
Jonnie Wilson 

Our Mission 

The purpose of the Hays-
Caldwell Women’s Center is 

to create an environment 
where violence and abuse are 
not tolerated in the communi-
ties we serve. The Center will 
provide education, violence 

prevention services, and crisis 
intervention to victims of 

family violence, sexual assault 
and child abuse. We will seek 

the support and resources 
necessary to achieve this 

mission. 
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Our Philosophy 

Physical, sexual, emotional 
or psychological abuse of 

one human being by 
another is unacceptable.  

The Hays-Caldwell 
Women's Center believes 
that all abuse diminishes 

or prohibits the full 
expression of life and 
growth that is every 

person's right. 

Board of Directors 

Alice Lochman,  
President 

Donald Lee,  
1st Vice President 

Cecelia Adair,  
2nd Vice President 

Marsha M. Moore,  
Treasurer 

Kimberley Phillips,  
Secretary 

Milena Christopher,  
Past President 

Marla Johnson, 

Executive Director 
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Donate Gift Cards 
from HEB, Target and Wal-
mart. Help new clients shop 
for new clothes and essen-
tials. Phone Ashley Rios at 
(512) 396-3404. 

Volunteer for office 

work, or if direct service 

is your thing, enroll in 

our 40-hour advocacy 

training starting in Sep-

tember 2011. Graduates 

volunteer for HELPline 

and HEARTeam.  Inter-

ested? Phone Kate Shaw 

at (512) 396-3404, 

extension 222. 

Donate Gifts-In-

Kind  

Nonperishable food  
Over the counter cold & 

flu medicines 
Gently used washer & 

dryer 
Socks for all ages, genders 
Bus vouchers 
Hair brushes 
New or working alarm 

clocks 
Towels 
New or gently used pil-
lows  
Small hand sanitizers 
Blank composition books 
Healthy snacks & drinks  

New underwear & bras  
New underwear for girls 

& boys (size 2T & up 
Sippy cups 
Baby wipes and diapers 

(sizes 3-5) 
Blank DVDs 

 

Donations other than 
cash and food are ac-

cepted by appoint-
ment. Contact Sharon 
Crochet at (512) 396-
3404,  extension 238.   

How 

You 

Can 

Help 



HCWC in our Communities 
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San Marcos, April 5. “Child 

Abuse Awareness and Preven-

tion Month” was proclaimed at 

City Hall by Mayor Daniel 

Guerrero (bottom left) and 

representatives from HCWC 

and Roxanne’s House, San 

Marcos City Council, CASA 

and the Greater San Marcos 

Youth Council.  

Lockhart, April 12. Tiffany 

Collie of Roxanne’s House 

addressed the Victims’ Vigil 

in front of the Caldwell 

County Courthouse, citing 

statistics on the number of 

local victims of sexual 

assault, family violence and 

child abuse. 

San Marcos Youthfest and 

Day of the Young Child, 

April 2. Roxanne’s House 

mascot “Happy bear” (right) 

was mobbed by tykes at City 

Park.  

 

Texas State University was 

host to the April 18 film and 

panel discussion “Hip-Hop: 

Beyond Beats and Rhymes.” 

Panelists (from left) were 

Curtis Clay (Texas State), 

Maria Quinn (HCWC), Jesse 

Silva (Hip-Hop Congress) 

and Sean Tate (UT-Austin). 
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P.O. Box 234 
San Marcos, TX 78667-0234 

24-hour HELPline:  (512) 396-4357  
If Out of Area:  (800) 700-4292 
Office: (512) 396-3404 
 

E-mail:  info@hcwc.org 


