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Leading contemporary artists to explore ‘Home’ for Crisis 
Commission exhibitions 
 
Major new works by leading contemporary artists including Martin Creed, Mark 
Wallinger, Gavin Turk, George Shaw, Bill Woodrow and Richard Long are to be 
exhibited as part of The Crisis Commission. 
 
Bermondsey Project 
Willow Walk, SE1 5SF 
9 – 24 May, 1 – 6pm daily 
 

The Strand Gallery 
32 John Adam St, WC2N 6BP 
30 May – 9 June, 11am – 6 pm daily 
 

Exhibited alongside these celebrated artists will be works from people who have 
experienced homelessness – clients of homelessness charity Crisis – to create a unique 
combined reflection on the theme of ‘home’. 
 

                    
 
[Left] Home, 2014, Patinated bronze, 150 x 75 x 140 cm, Mat Chivers collaboration with Crisis Skylight members Sarah E 
Goode and Tom Hair, © Mat Chivers Photo:Julian Love [Right] Martin Creed Hi resolution images available on request. 

 
Taking part in the Crisis Commission are: Alastair Mackie, Ann Christopher, Ben Hendy, Bill 
Woodrow, Billy Childish, Chloe Le Tissier, Elaine Brown, Gavin Turk, George Shaw, Humphrey 
Ocean, Kim Yahya, Lottie Davis, Mark Wallinger, Martin Creed, Mat Chivers, Nika Neelova, Richard 
Woods and Richard Long. 
 
After the exhibitions, the works will be sold at Christie’s, with all proceeds going to Crisis. The cost of 
commissioning has been met by lead sponsor GlaxoSmithKline.  
 
Turner Prize winner Martin Creed said: “Because art can be anything, you don’t know what it is… A 
work of art is not a definable thing.  
 
“Life and work is a desperate attempt to try to come to terms with all this stuff that comes out of you… 
the things you find yourself doing almost not within your control.” 
 
George Shaw said: “When I was invited by Crisis to make a piece of work on the theme of ‘Home’ I 
felt a little like a workshy cheat because I've been circulating around the subject for the last 18 years 
or so. You could say that we all circulate around the idea of home throughout our life. With this in 
mind it was clear to me that I could only make a piece of work that told my own idea, my own story of 
what home means.” 
 
Laurence Sillars, curator for the Crisis Commission and Chief Curator at the BALTIC, said: “The Crisis 
Commission gives contemporary artists of the very highest calibre the scope to create incredibly 



ambitious works. With such an array of talent contributing to the theme of ‘Home’, the exhibitions 
promise to be spectacular – a must-see.” 
 
Leslie Morphy, Chief Executive of Crisis, said: “When you visit the art classes we run across the 
country you see that great art can come out of adversity, but also that adversity can be overcome 
through art. The funds raised from the Crisis Commission will help us continue to aid people 
overcome adversity and homelessness - not just through art but learning, education, housing and 
employment services.” 
 
The Crisis Commission comes at a time of rising homelessness. A chronic shortage of affordable 
housing combined with cuts to benefits and homelessness services has seen rough sleeping rise for 
the last three years in England, with thousands of people sleeping rough on any one night. Tens of 
thousands more are stuck on friends’ and families’ floors, in hostels or squats. Last year over 100,000 
households came to their local council as homeless. 
 
Crisis works with thousands of homeless people across the UK in Birmingham, Coventry, Edinburgh, 
London, Merseyside, Newcastle, Oxford and South Yorkshire. Clients from all these centres will be 
exhibiting alongside the established Crisis Commission artists.  

 
Ends 

 
For further media information call 020 7426 5652 or email garry.lemon@crisis.org.uk 
 
Notes to editors 

 

Find out more at www.crisis.org.uk/commission 

 

Bermondsey Project is a partnership project between Crisis, the national charity for single homeless 

people, and Bow Arts; working with the artists to make better communities. The existing gallery and 

120 artists’ studios has been joined by Crisis Skylight Bermondsey offering studios, creative and 

vocational courses and training for homeless and ex homeless people. 

 

As well as Crisis and Bow Arts, the Bermondsey Project hosts several not for profit and Community 

Interest Companies including The London Sculpture Workshop, Community Sustain Rebuild and East 

London Furniture. 

 

Crisis is the national charity for single homeless people. Our purpose is to end  
homelessness. 
 
Homelessness is devastating, leaving people vulnerable and isolated.  We believe everyone deserves 
a place to call home and the chance to live a fulfilled and active life.  
 
Crisis helps people rebuild their lives through housing, health, education and employment services. 
We work with thousands of homeless people across the UK and have ambitious plans to work with 
many more. We currently have centres in Birmingham, Coventry, Edinburgh, London, Merseyside, 
Newcastle, Oxford and South Yorkshire. 
 
We are also determined campaigners, working to prevent people from becoming homeless and to 
change the way society and government thinks and acts towards homeless people. 
 
Crisis has worked with tens of thousands of volunteers and with many organisations for more than 45 
years. As homelessness rises again, we will work with all those, who like us, believe homelessness is 
simply wrong. 

 
Last year we worked with over 6,000 people, awarded 2,108 qualifications, supported 376 people into 
work, and found homes for a further 3,000. 
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