
 

 

 
‘Too much too soon’ campaign 

By Janni Nicol 

__________________________________________ 

Ministers in England persist in 

seeing the early years as a 

preparation for school (at 

4 years old) rather than a 

vitally important stage in its 

own right. This period of life is 

when children establish the values and relationships 

that underpin their sense of self, their attitude to 

later learning, and their communicative skills and 

natural creativity. Inappropriate pressures and 

interventions at this stage can cause profound 

damage to the self-image and learning dispositions of 

the child and we support the Save Childhood 

Movement's Campaign objectives to: 

1. re-establish the early years as a unique stage 

in its own right and not merely a preparation 

for school     

2. protect young children's natural 

developmental rights 

3. prevent baseline testing 

4. reinstate the vital role of play 

5. call for an English developmentally 

appropriate Foundation Stage for children 

between the ages of 3 and 7 years old   

 

A letter was sent to the national newspapers, which 

has generated a huge public debate, and a lot of 

negative reaction from a government which insists 

on focusing on earlier and earlier testing, formal 

teaching and in the process damaging a generation of 

children. 

There will be a Day of Action on the 30th October, 

and the aim is to initiate an open, balanced and fully 

informed national debate that puts the best interests 

of the child first and that leads to the appropriate 

policy changes. The longer-term aims then include a 

national debate about the true purpose of education 

and the meaning of success and the establishment of 

a new multi-disciplinary National Council for the 

Science of Child Development that will enable our 

best early years  experts and academics to work side-

by-side with biologists, psychologists and 

neurologists to bring the science of early childhood 

and early brain development to bear on all policies 

impacting on the wellbeing of the child. In this way, 

and in accordance with the recommendations of the 

attached UNICEF Report Card 11, the council would 

be in a position to guide all future governments on 

policies that have the best interests of the child at 

their heart. 

In order to maintain the level of interest and energy 

that the campaign has already achieved we would be 

very grateful for your help in now promoting the  

http://www.change.org/en-GB/petitions/uk-

department-of-education-stop-developmentally-

inappropriate-policy-making-in-the-early-years-2   

that already has nearly 4000 signatories from all over 

the world.  PLEASE SIGN! 

The campaign website  

http://www.toomuchtoosoon.org 

and the Save Childhood Movement website http://

www.savechildhood.net 

and thought that you might enjoy this video from 

one of the SCM board of advisors - the indomitable 

Lilian Katz, who is talking about what young children 

should be learning 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aiZW0jIngc8 

__________________________________________ 

Janni Nicol is the coordinator of 

Waldorfkindergartens in the UK 


