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    September,  2014 

        Information about  

Candidates and Questions 

      on the Nov. 4 Ballot 

Educate ourselves,  

  Educate our legislators, 

 Educate the voters! 

Where can I find  Candidates’           

positions on the League’s issues? 

 

For STATEWIDE CANDIDATES, enter 

your address at:  

          www.VOTE411.org     

 Governor 

 Lieutenant Governor 

 Secretary of State 

 Attorney General 

 Comptroller 

 Treasurer 

 US Senator 

 

For  US HOUSE and IL GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY CANDIDATES, see: 

            www.lwvil.org     

   

      

    

 

  
 

 

We welcome queries from those who want more        

Information, have questions, or want to be       

involved 

For More Information,  

Contact the League of Women Voters© Illinois 

issues@lwvil.org 
 

The League of Women Voters of Illinois  
encourages the informed and active partici-
pation of citizens in government and works 
to influence public policy through education 
and advocacy.  
 
Any citizen, 18 or older, male or female, may 
join.  
 
The League is nonpartisan and neither        
supports nor opposes candidates for elected 
office. After extensive member study and 
consensus, the League does approve         
positions which inform action on issues  
 
VOTE 411 presents answers from all candi-
dates to questions based on League         
positions. 
 
Regarding questions on the ballot: if the 
League has a relevant position, we have       
taken a stand. If not, we present the PROs 
and CONs of the issue.  

http://www.VOTE411.org
http://www.lwvil.org


 

League of Women Voters of Illinois Positions on November 4, 2014, Ballot Questions 

 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS:  3/5ths of those voting on the amendment or a majority of those voting in the election must 

vote "YES" in order for the amendment to become effective.. 

 
Title Y/N Section Justification for League Position 

Right to Vote 

Amendment 

YES Article III,       

Section 8 

The League supports fair and equitable voting procedures. Clarifying that no person shall 
be denied the right to vote based on race, color, ethnicity,  language, national origin,       
religion, sex, sexual orientation, or income may increase voter participation. 

Crime          
Victims’ Bill of 
Rights 

  Article I, 
Section 8.1 

PRO: The amendment includes useful additions to the existing Constitutional Rights, such 
as the right 1) to be free from harassment, 2) to have a hearing before a court ruling on  
access to the victims’ records, etc., 3)  to get timely  notification of all court proceedings,   
4) to have the safety of the victim or their family considered in denying or fixing bail,        
release dates, and conditions of release. 
CON: Some believe that the constitution currently provides adequate protection.                                
The amendment is lengthy, and it is unclear how the entire amendment will affect due    
process. 

ADVISORY REFERENDA: Regardless of the votes on the following questions, the General Assembly is free to act on its own 

wishes 
Title Y/N Justification for League Position 

Minimum Wage 
Increase 

YES The League believes that the minimum wage in Illinois should be increased from $8.25 to $10 be-
cause the present minimum wage ($17,160 annually) does not exceed the Federal Poverty Level 
($19,790) for a family of 3.  People receiving $8.25 an hour must depend on governmental assistance 
for childcare, food, housing, and other supportive services which have been cut drastically. 

Women’s Health YES The League believes that any health insurance plan in Illinois providing  prescription drug coverage 
should be required to cover prescription birth control.  The League strongly supports a woman’s right 
to reproductive health choices. 

Tax for              
Education       
(aka the               
Millionaire’s Tax) 

  PRO: A 3% tax on individuals whose income exceeds $1 million could raise $1 billion, to be sent to 
school districts on a per pupil basis. This is important because approximately 2/3 of our school            
districts are currently operating at a deficit. The League believes that the State must guarantee an   
adequate level of financial support for education. 
CON: The state failed to honor the promise that lottery money would improve funding for schools. Can 
we be sure this will be an additional revenue source for schools? 
The League thinks it is bad public policy to put specific amounts such as 3% and $1 million in the  
Constitution. Language should give flexibility to meet unknown future needs. The League believes in a       
graduated rate income tax, which is more comprehensive than this proposal 


