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CCGA Calls for End of Atlanta Snow Jam Blame Game
Watchdog group calls on Deal, Reed and others to work together on solutions

Atlanta, Georgia, January 30, 2014 - Common Cause Georgia is calling on Governor Nathan

Deal and Mayor Kasim Reed to stop blaming others for the lack of response to weather

related occurrences of the past several days, to take responsibility as the top executives for the

State of Georgia and the City of Atlanta and to invite other government officials at the state and
local level to assist with employing or coordinating an independent panel of experts to evaluate

the last few days weather fiasco and make recommendations on how to prevent the

occurrences related to the catastrophe of government inaction in preparation and response to

the Atlanta area's "snow jam".  We feel it is important that an independent group of individuals

be assembled who are capable of working above the political fray or political indebtedness,
and perhaps should be led by an organization such as the Atlanta Regional Commission.

 

We at Common Cause Georgia have received a substantial number of citizen inquiries as to our

position on the traffic gridlock, children housed overnight at schools, drivers marooned on

interstate and other highways for twenty-four hours or more, and other myriad problems

resulting from the snow jam. We should note that Common Cause Georgia has as its primary

business working to assure that governments at all levels in Georgia are open, transparent,

ethical and accountable to their various constituents. We do not exist to attempt to micro-
manage those governments, or second-guess officials on the countless day-to-day decisions

that all governments must make and implement. In sum, we are not here to assure "that the

trains run on time."

 

With that said, and keeping within the mission of our organization, we are indeed concerned

with the accountability aspect of the innumerable problems which have been encountered by

citizens of the many jurisdictions affected by the snow and ice in the last forty-eight hours or so.

It is undeniable that government decision-making figured prominently in these problems suffered

by so many. It is also clear that there has been a hesitance, if not an unwillingness, of local and

State officials to accept responsibility for their role in how weather reports were dealt with,

what preparations were made or not made to best protect the public against the approaching

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001aQGthJn__bsf48YEKsxsWp_oZs0lJ_2mnqMDlLVZgEv3DXL8A8_CqV44lH4w99Z7hPvN8uMPBzjxwnbM-y_TJ9icMbfMPA-sIZYTvTNN9gr32NoqLMDb4Q==
mailto:lhumphries@commoncause.org


weather, the timing of steps eventually taken, and whether the gridlock could have been

avoided or at least lessened.

 

To further expand on our call for action, we at Common Cause Georgia believe that - as

opposed to prior similar storms, as recently as 2011, when no discernibly effective changes

were made - the lessons and "take-away" actions from this storm should not be left to the
various governments themselves. Instead, we call on those governments to employ the services

of a panel of independent, expert consultants to study the mess created by the lack of response,

past similar occurrences, and their causes.  This panel should report their findings publicly to the

affected governments at all levels, with widespread release to the public through all media, to

include the panel's proposed solutions and measures to avoid a repetition of such failings in the

future. Their report should also include their recommendations and proposals for inter-

government cooperation on such matters in the future, and what storm centers or other

institutionalized mechanisms should be put in place to better prepare for such occurrences in the

future. 

Common Cause Georgia is a statewide, non-profit, non-partisan, cross-ideology

education and advocacy watchdog group dedicated to openness, accountability, and
ethics in government. To learn more, visit www.CommonCause.org/GA 
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