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Coping with Crisis in Schools and Communities: Lessons 
from the front lines for prevention and intervention by 

Richard Lieberman and Scott Poland 

  

The incidence of youth suicide, violence, tragedy, bullying and traumatic events in 
general requires that schools and communities be prepared to respond to these events.  
This workshop by two presenters with a wealth of practical experience in school crises 
will help school and community personnel develop and enhance their ability to respond 
to critical incidents, safeguard children and build resiliency for children in today’s world.  
Participants will learn effective strategies to prevent crises from occurring and lessons 
from the front lines of numerous tragedies for how to best intervene to help affected 
schools and communities in Wyoming. 

  
Program Objectives: 
Participants will be able to: 

1. Identify protective factors and primary prevention programs to prevent crises 
from occurring 

2. Identify key factors that increase school safety and improve schools’ ability to 
assess threats of violence 

3. Review lessons learned from school violence and identify the common 
characteristics and the proposed types of school shooters 

4. Learn how to develop a comprehensive best practices model for suicide 
prevention, intervention and postvention in the schools 

5. Learn best practices crisis intervention models to manage emotionality and assist 
the entire school community and classrooms of students after tragic events. 

6. Learn best practices in bullying prevention and understand the complex 
relationship between bullying and suicide. 

7. Become familiar with the lessons from numerous legal cases where schools have 
been sued after a crisis. 

 
This training is funded, in part, by a grant from the Prevention Management Organization of 
Wyoming, Terresa Humphries-Wadsworth, Director of Suicide Prevention. 
 
WHO:  Dr. Scott Poland and Rich Lieberman 



 
WHAT:  A comprehensive training on topics related to suicide, trauma, and crisis in 
communities 
 
WHEN:  August 4 - 6, 2014 
 
WHERE:  The Virginian Lodge Hotel and Convention Center, Jackson, WY 
750 W Broadway, Jackson, WY 83001 
(307) 733-2792; (800) 262-4999  WSPA rates start at $95.00 
 
WHY:  All schools and communities experience crises.  School personnel are required to have 
training and education to deal effectively with suicide-related issues as prescribed in the Jason 
Flatt Act for the State of Wyoming. 
 
The Details: 
 
For more information, please contact:  Joe Palladino, WSPA President, 307-349-1800, 
palladinoj@hotmail.com;   Dr. Bob Bayuk, WSPA Conference Planner, 307-388-2120, 
bbayuk@tribcsp.com  
 
Cost:  $230.00 for WSPA or APA members, All others $260.00 
 

+ + + + + + + + + + 
 

WSPA Summer Institute - 2014 
Suicide 

 
Send registrations to:  Don Rentz, WSPA Treasurer, 5423 Mountain Way, Casper, WY 82601 
 
Name(s) -  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address -  __________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount - _________________  Payment type - ___ PO ___ Check  (Sorry - no credit cards) 


