
 
 

Morehouse College Alumni Association and the Boys and Girls Clubs of America 
Mentoring Partnership Overview 

 
 
On November 21, 2013 Morehouse College Alumni Association (MCAA) and The John W. Harland 
Boys and Girls Clubs (BGCA) will launch a collaborative mentoring initiative to serve an estimated 35 
males between 8-17 years of age.  The following are some brief facts about the partnership to assist 
in orienting prospective mentors on the guidelines and time commitments. 
 
 

 For the past several years, BGCA has received federal National Mentoring Program funding 
through the US Office of Justice Programs (OJP) to pass-through to local Boys & Girls Clubs 
to provide mentoring programs and services to thousands of youth, with an emphasis upon 
those youth living in distressed and disadvantaged areas. 

 
 MCAA and BGCA entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) earlier this year to 

partner in delivering mentoring program serving males youth from their surrounding 
perspective communities who are members of the John Harland BGCA. 
 

 Volunteer mentors for BGCA can be anyone affiliated with the national or local collaborating 
organization i.e. (MCAA) as long as they are appropriate and suitable candidates to work 
closely with children.  Background checks will be administered through the local Boys & Girls 
Clubs for all volunteer mentors at no cost to the mentor candidate. 
 

  All Mentors must be appropriately screened and have successfully passed all required 
background checks per BGCA Membership requirements.  Each mentor may be assigned 
more than one mentee. Mentors will be matched based upon interviews with Club staff and 
upon meeting the mentees.  BGCA is also mindful of matching mentors and mentees by 
gender and race, in particular in regard to addressing the minority male mentor gap. The hours 
of mentoring will be dependent upon the availability of the mentor and child; however, it is 
encouraged that mentors meet with mentees twice weekly for 45 minutes.  Mentoring 
relationships that last at least a year or more are proven to be most effective.  All mentoring 
activities and interactions will occur at the John Harland Boys & Girls Club on Peeples Street in 
the West End. 
 

 Mentor training is required for all mentors. The BGCA organization will provide prospective 
mentors with orientation and training to support mentors and to ensure a successful and 
meaningful mentoring experience—both for mentors and mentees. 
 

 The initial meeting on November 21 is to become acquainted with staff and potential mentees 
as MCAA moves forward to launch a pilot mentoring partnership with a national organization. 
All Morehouse College Alums are invited to attend. 
 

 
 


