
First, I’d like to thank all the wonderful supporters of Ballard High who participated in our BASH 
fundraiser on March 22nd. We brought in roughly 18K for GAINS, and 20K for the PTSA.We’ll 

be distributing these funds for our spring Grants to enhance academic programs at Ballard High 
School. And special thanks to Kim Flin, our BASH Chair, and the BASH volunteers who worked so 
hard, for so many hours, in support of the fundraiser. 

What do we do with the money we raise? We support Ballard High’s academic programs with 
grants to help individual teachers purchase supplies, musical instruments, texts, science lab equip-
ment, or enrichment activities such as an opportunity to see a professional theater production. So 
all the grants we give to teachers enhance student’s classroom experience. All the money comes 
back to help the students.

Our last fundraiser, the Direct Appeal from this past fall, gave out 30K in teacher grants, includ-
ing $5,000 toward a new marimba for the music department, $7,700 for new Spanish texts, and 
funds for lab instruments, funds for student enrichment, such as speaker fees for Black History 
Month and Cinco de Mayo celebration, professional development for teachers, and an entry fee for 
our Robotics team to compete on a national stage—they took first place! Awesome!

The other beneficiary of our fundraising, through both the PTSA and the BHS Foundation, is 
for a unique and exceptionally effective program here at BHS, the GAINS program, meant to help 
struggling students focus on graduation. It was formed with the cooperation of the Foundation, the 
Boys and Girls Club, and Principal Wynkoop. No other school has this, and it also benefits from our 
efforts.

When I was in the service I was fortunate enough to attend training on leadership, and one of our 
guest speakers was the police chief from a large mid-western city, whose sobering observation has 
stayed with me ever since. He said that most of the young men and women in his custody not only  
do not have a responsible, caring adult in their family, but they’ve never met one. All it takes, he 
emphasized, is one caring person to make a difference.

The number of responsible, caring adults in this community is, I think, what makes Ballard High 
School an exceptional place. The volunteers, the staff and faculty, the leadership, and all the ways in 
which this caring manifests itself, is what makes our school an outstanding center of education in 
Seattle. I’m continually impressed with the amount and diversity of investment from the commu-
nity. It’s been an honor and a privilege to work for you.

This involvement models the behavior we desire in our children – and the positive benefits 
spread far beyond your child alone. The act of being involved benefits all the kids in your child’s 
social network, school, and community. 

Thank you for your continued support, and if you can spare the time, please volunteer. And 
remember, it’s always great to be a Beaver!

Cheers,

Mike Lemon, BHS PTSA President

The 2014 Ballard BASH 
was a smashing success! 
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The Beaver Beat is published by the Ballard PTSA four times per year. 
To submit an article, contact Jaime Carter Seibert at jaimeseibert@comcast.net.

Ballard Families,

Spring at Ballard High School 
is a special time of the year. 

The cherry blossoms will bloom 
soon in front of the school and 
it often feels like you can see 
the seniors maturing before your 
eyes as they make decisions on 
college and their future. The 
college selection and acceptance 
process adds stress to the lives 
of many of our seniors and when 
they reach a decision, it is often 
like a weight is lifted off of their 
shoulders. They have made us 
all so proud, and it is exciting 
to see them reap the rewards of 
their hard work.

We recently completed a long, 
arduous budget process that too 
often forced us to explore cuts 
to positions and departments 
that we did not want to have 
to discuss. After getting most 
of the way through the process, 
the State legislature provided 
an influx of money that allowed 
us to avoid most of the cuts 
that we had been discussing. 
Regardless, the process left the 
emotions of many strained and 
I encourage you to consider 
sharing a note with any of our 
staff members that you appreci-
ate. I know that it will make a 
difference and help us to move 
forward together.

In happier news, the Drama 
department recently completed 
a two-week run of the Spring 
Musical, Urinetown. All those 
who saw it were truly impressed 
by the talent, dedication and 
professionalism of the amazing 
cast and crew. It was all made 
possible by our unmatched 
Performing Arts teachers, Shawn 
Riley, Courtney Pelavin, Brittany 
Newell, and Michael James.   
know that the 5th Avenue 
Awards were paying close atten-
tion and I would be shocked 
if we did not secure some 
nominations.

Other recent accolades that our 
Beavers have earned include:

•	Concert	Choir,	under	the	
direction of Choral Director 
Courtney Pelavin, was the 
first Seattle choir to be 
invited to perform at the 
ACDA Conference at Town 
Hall since the 1970s. 

•	Ballard	Unified’s	Black	
team won the State 
Basketball Championship 
in Wenatchee. Congrats to 
Coach Lorie Buob and all 
the students involved.

•	Senior	Anna	Ferkingstad	
was named Washington 
State Journalist of the Year 
by the Washington State 

Journalism Association. 
This Award included a 
$2,000 Scholarship and her 
portfolio will compete in 
the national journalist of 
the year competition.

•	Ballard	Vikings	Robotics	
won	the	Mount	Vernon	
District Competition and 
advanced to Regionals in 
Portland.  They will be 
competing there for a spot 
in Nationals in St. Louis.

•	Ballard	DECA	students	
earned three medals at 
the State Competition and 
Delaney Dashel placed 
4th overall in Business 
Administration and quali-
fied for Nationals.

•	The	PTSA	just	hosted	the	
22nd Annual Ballard Beaver 
Bash and though final tal-
lies are still be tabulated, 
the funded item, The GAINS 
Project, raised more than 
$18,000 in less than five 
minutes.  I was truly blown 
away	by	everyone’s	gener-
osity and by many of the 
80’s	inspired	outfits.

As you can see, there continue 
to be many, many reasons why 
“It’s Always Great to be a 
Beaver!” 

Keven Wynkoop

Spring accolades & budget news from
Head Beaver, Principal Wynkoop
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Thirty pounds each of Italian sausage and ground 
beef, 42–10lb cans of tomatoes, and countless tons 

of cheer: that’s what goes into the 46 gallons of sauce 
Ballard Performing Arts will be serving at our 55th Annual 
Spaghetti Dinner on Saturday April 
5th.

The dinner is one of the highlights of 
the school year and a showcase for our 
award-winning music program. All 13 of our ensembles—
gathered from band, orchestra, and choir  will perform for 
our families and for the larger community. And did we men-
tion there will be spaghetti?  Our awesome volunteers will 
be cooking and serving pasta for over 700 people.

Moreover, this year’s dinner is sandwiched between two 
unforgettable adventures:  a trip to Savannah, Georgia, and 
another to San Francisco.

By the time your spaghetti rolls 
around your fork, the Ballard High 
School Jazz Band will be back from 
playing at Savannah’s Swing Central Jazz 
Festival. Twelve bands from throughout the 
country were invited based on a recorded 
audition. It was a fantastic musical and cultural experience 
for our students, including jazz clinics with professional 
musicians, combo and big band performances throughout 
Savannah, as well as the competition itself. This was our first 
time applying for the festival and we were so excited!

And by the time you clean up your plate, around 160 
students from band, orchestra, and choirs will have started 

to pack their bags for a visit later in 
the month to San Francisco. There 
they will play at Pier 39 and Golden 
Gate Park, have a private clinic with 
the Stanford University faculty, visit 
the Great America Theme Park, 

attend a performance of Stravinsky’s Rite of Spring by the 
San Francisco Ballet, and enjoy a meal to be remembered in 
Chinatown.

If all this has whetted your appetite for fun and music, 

here are a couple of things to do next. One, be sure to attend 
the Spaghetti Dinner. Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for 
seniors and children over 5 (under-fives free), and avail-
able either from a Ballard Performing Arts student or at 
the door. The evening will run at the Ballard High School 
Commons from 5 to 8:30PM, with music starting at 5:30. 

Two, if you’re not travelling to either Savannah or San 
Francisco, you can still hear our students perform in Seattle’s 
own exciting downtown, at the Paramount! On April 25th, 
five of the hottest Seattle-area high school bands will be 
there to display their chops for the amazing Starbucks’ 19th 
Annual Hot Java Cool Jazz evening. This year’s participants 
include, as well as Ballard, Bothell, Garfield, Mountlake 
Terrace, and Roosevelt. We are so excited to have been 
selected together with this supremely talented group of 
schools!

As part of Starbucks’ 
ongoing commitment 
to supporting the local 
youth arts community, 
all proceeds from this 
event’s ticket sales will 
benefit participating 

schools’ music programs. If you order yours at either www.
tinyurl.com/ballardHJCJ , or, starting April 1st, in person 
at the Ballard Starbucks on Market St and 22nd, 100% of 
your ticket cost will benefit Ballard (whereas only one-fifth 
of proceeds from tickets bought at the Paramount box office 
will come back to us.) Tickets are $20 each and all seating is 
general seating. Show starts at 7pm, with one intermission. 
Ballard plays 4th in lineup. It will be a night to remember!

Finally, please mark your calendar for our 
spring play “The Living”. Performances 
are on Thursday May 8th at 7:30PM 
and Friday May 9th at 10PM. Tickets 
will be available shortly from 
showtix4u.com.
We look forward to seeing you there!

Food, music, travel—action! 
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Beaver Special Olympics Unified 
Basketball Team Wins Championship!

At Ballard High School, Special Olympics Unified 
Sports is an inclusive program that combines 

Special Olympics athletes and partners from the gen-
eral education population on teams for training and 
competition. The BHS Unified Basketball program, 
in its second year, had a turnout of 25 students—13 
athletes and 12 partners. Three teams of students—
designated Red, Black, and White—pushed each 
other to excel in practice and competed in local and 
regional competitions leading up to state. The ath-
letes and partners had a great season and are already 
looking forward to next year! Here’s a run down of 
how our teams fared this season:

BHS’s Special Olympics Unified Basketball team 
won a state championship March 2nd in the 2014 
Special Olympics Washington Winter Games. The 
Ballard “Black” team had won the regional champion-
ship February 9th in Issaquah, playing the title game 
against the BHS “Red” team. The win earned the 
regional champs the opportunity to compete in the 
state double-elimination tournament against win-
ning teams from the other three regions in  
 

Washington, February 28– 
March 2. 

The BHS team’s first 
state game was against 
Othello on Saturday, 
March 1st, and the 
Beavers won by a 10-point 
margin: 20–10. Their 
second game, Sunday 
morning, was against a 
tough Edmonds High 
School team that had 
defeated the Beavers in 
a December exhibition 
game for the Seattle 
Storm/Special Olympics 
partnership kick-off. The 
BHS team used a tough 
defense and rebounding 

advantage and outscored the Edmonds team 26–10 
for the right to play in the state championship game. 

For the title, BHS once again faced Edmonds. Bodies 
were flying, players were scrambling for loose balls 
and rebounds, and Ballard brought home the cham-
pionship by defeating Edmonds, 26–13.

In addition, one of the 
athletes from Ballard’s 
beginning-level team, 
Maya Pell, won her division 
at the regional tournament 
in the Individual Skills 
Competition. This contest 
measures an athlete’s 
ability to dribble, pass, and 
shoot baskets. Pell’s win 
at the regional competi-
tion advanced her to the 

state Winter Games. On her 
way to the gold medal, she earned a perfect score for 
passing. 

Way to go Beaver athletes!

Maya Pell

BHS’s  State Champion Unified Basketball Black team
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Ballard High School filmmakers 
featured at the National Film 
Festival for Talented Youth

Four short films by thirteen students in the Ballard 
High	School	Digital	Filmmaking	Program	have	

been	named	Official	Selections	of	the	National	Film	
Festival	for	Talented	Youth	(NFFTY).	This	competitive	
festival showcases outstanding work by filmmakers 
age	22	and	younger.	NFFTY	is	a	rare	opportunity	for	
high school students to share the spotlight with 
college	students	from	our	nation’s	best	film	schools.	
This	year	NFFTY	will	feature	214	films	from	30	states	
and 15 countries. Screeners made the selections from 
a	pool	of	800	entries.	NFFTY	opens	at	the	Seattle	
Cinerama Theater on Thursday, April 24th and con-
tinues through Sunday, April 27th at the Seattle 
Center.  

 These short films by Ballard High School film 
students have been selected for screening:

Song for Anna by Lucy Harstrick, Isaiah Hoban-
Halvorsen,	Josh	Vredevoogd	&	Kiana	Wyld			
Stop Pretending	by	Marlene	Anderson,	Khasbold	
Bataa,	Gabe	Fabens,	Zach	Green	&	Lorenzo	Rossi
Then & Now	by	Enjuli	Chhaniara	(’13),	Dayan	
Flynn-Walsh	(’13)	&	Ana	Krafchick	(’13)

Also selected was A Sleeping Giant, produced inde-
pendently by Ballard film student Leo Pfeifer.

BHS also has a team competing in the 48-hour 

Film	Off.		Teams	from	10	high	schools	have	two	days	
to produce a short from start to finish. The winner 
(selected	in	part	by	the	audience)	will	win	funds	for	
their	school’s	production	program.	You	can	catch	the	
48-Hour	Film	Off—and	cast	your	vote—on	Saturday,	
April	26	at	1:30	pm	at	the	SIFF	Uptown	1.	

In	addition	to	screenings	and	awards,	NFFTY	
includes	forums	on	filmmaking.	For	a	complete	
schedule of events, show times, and ticket informa-
tion, visit www.nffty.org.  

NFFTY	itself	is	the	brainchild	of	Ballard	High	
School	Digital	Filmmaking	alumnus	Jesse	Harris	
(’04).	Harris	made	history	in	2004	when	Living	Life,	
the feature film he had written and directed as a 
senior	project,	was	purchased	by	FilmMates	and	
given	a	theatrical	release.	(It	opened	in	Seattle	in	
April,	2005.)	The	festival	was	co-founded	by	Harris,	
Kyle	Seago	(’07)—a	Ballard	High	School	Digital	
Filmmaking	student	at	the	time—	and	Jocelyn	RC	
(Bellevue	High	School,	’07).	A	growing	list	of	spon-
sors and partners paved the way for this eighth 
annual event.  

For	more	information	on	the	Ballard	High	School	
Digital	Filmmaking	Program,	visit	www.bhsvideo.
blogspot.com.  

Above & Beyond Service Learning Award
Students in the class of 2014 who want to earn the Above and Beyond Service Learning Award have until 

Wednesday, May 14th, 2014 to turn in documentation for at least 240 service learning hours—four times the 60 
service learning hours required for graduation. These awards will be handed out at the Awards Night. Students who 
earn this award can wear the Above and Beyond Service Learning medallion at their graduation.

Here are two ways to access the form: 

1. go to http://www.ballardhs.seattleschools.org/ and click on the “services” tab

2. go to:http://bit.ly/1a9JK7E

For more questions or more information, contact Grayce Mitchell, Service Learning Coordinator,  
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 206-252-1015, or email her at gamitchell@seattleschools.org.
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In late February, twelve students in the BHS Digital ilmmaking Program visited Los Angeles to tour the film 
industry, meet with professionals, visit world-class college programs, and connect with program alumni.  

Film and television are competitive careers. Top college programs of film and television admit as few as 3% of 
applicants. Despite these odds, students from the BHS Digital Filmmaking Program regularly gain admission to 
these prestigious schools. As they move through college, these program alumni provide an ongoing source of 
inspiration and information for students making college decisions.  

The students met with Chloe Warner-Moyer 
(’11) at Chapman University. She is currently 
enrolled in the Creative Producing Program on 
a Dean’s Scholarship. She gave them the inside 
scoop on Chapman’s Dodge School of Film & 
Television. Rikke Heinecke (’11) organized a 
screening of her recent productions and shared 
her experience at the University of Southern 
California’s School of Cinematic Arts, where she’s 
studying film production. Matt Law-Phipps (’11) 
is studying at the School of Film & Television at 
Loyola Marymount University. He met the stu-
dents for lunch to describe the program and the 
industry connections available. All these schools 
made the Hollywood Reporter’s list of top film 
schools released earlier this year.    

On the industry side, the students 
toured several production houses—big 
studios Warner Brothers and Universal, 
as well as a newer corner of the indus-
try 3-Ball Productions. At Paramount 
Studios they observed a shoot. They also 
met professionals with varied expertise, 
including writer/producer Jason Cahill 
(Writer’s Guild of America award winner 
for The Sopranos) and editor Jeffro Brunk 
(My Cat from Hell) to discuss their craft 
and careers.

This trip helps students understand that 
film and television is a realistic goal if 
they’re willing to work hard and prepare. 
This message hasn’t been lost on previ-
ous students. Chloe and Rikke were part 

of a similar trip to Los Angeles in 2010. 
Also on that trip were Blair Scott (’11) and Dylan Miller (11’), both of whom are now studying film production 
at New York University’s Tisch School of the Arts, Sydney Jarol (’11) and Sheridan Koehler (‘11) both of whom 
are now studying film on Presidential Scholarships at Columbia College in Chicago, Liz O’Laughlin (’11) who is 
currently studying Broadcast Journalism at Temple University’s School of Film & Media Arts in Philadelphia, and 
Louis Weisman (’12) who is majoring in cinematography at Emerson College in Boston.  

Film students go to

For more information on the Ballard High School Digital Filmmaking Program, visit our blog at www.bhsvideo.blogspot.com.

BHS filmmakers with Writer/Producer Jason Cahill (The Sopranos, Fringe)

BHS filmmakers on the set of Spielberg’s War of the Worlds
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Ferkingstad wins WA State Student 
Journalist of the Year Award

The Talisman won a variety of awards as both a staff and as individuals in the recent 2014 Murrow High School 
Journalism Awards Competition, which recognizes the best high school journalism in Washington, Idaho, 

Oregon, Montana, and Alaska.

The Talisman won Second place in both the Best Website and Best Newspaper categories. In addition, the fol-
lowing staff members won individual awards:

Sports Editor Marissa Roe won First place for her article “Concussions” from the December 2013 issue. This is 
Marissa’s second award from the Murrow competition;  she also won First place with her article from 2012 about 
the boys basketball team playing in honor of John Nygaard.

News Editor Anna Ferkingstad won Second Place for her article “Seattle boycott draws national attention” from 
last February 2013. Staff Photographer Ruby Stauffer won Third Place for her photograph, “New leaders take 
charge,” from the October 2013 issue.

Talisman wins several honors at 
Murrow journalism competition 

Senior Anna Ferkingstad was awarded the 2014 Washington 
State Journalist of the Year on Saturday at Shorewood 

High School by the Washington State Journalism Education 
Association (WJEA). Ferkingstad compiled a portfolio of her 
writing, design, and photography which was sent to a panel of 
judges. Ferkingstad has been a student of journalism for three 
years, starting in the introduction journalism writing class as a 
freshman and has been the news editor for the past two years on 
The Talisman. Few students have achieved as much in their writ-
ing and reporting as she has achieved as an editor. Ferkingstad 
has been one of the most skillful editors The Talisman has 
produced. She pursues a story with abandon and though quiet 
by nature, is fearless in her reporting, writing, and design. She 
is often willing to take difficult stories knowing the amount of 
interviewing and research it necessitates as well as writing many 
of the staff editorials.

Ferkingstad recently won Second Place for her article “Seattle 
boycott draws national attention,” at the 2014 Murrow High School Journalism Awards Competition. As Journalist 
of the Year she receives a $2,000 scholarship and her portfolio is also forwarded on to the national committee for 
judging. The national journalist of the year is announced at the spring national journalism convention in San Diego 
on April 10-13.

photo by Jason Michel

Ferkingstad receives her award from Robin Morris.
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On Saturday, 233 students competed at the WJEA 
state journalism conference and competition. Several 
Talisman and Shingle staff members competed and 
won awards.  Yearbook awards include: Senior Dylan 
Edwards won an honorable mention in Yearbook Sports 
Photography. Junior Emelia Carmel won honorable men-
tion in Yearbook Feature Writing. Junior Amedeo Alberio 
won honorable mention in Yearbook News Feature 
Photography.  The Talisman awards include: Senior Editor-

in-Chief Maia Wiseman won an Excellent in Advertising 
Design. Junior Copy Editor Greta Rainbow won a Superior 
for Copy Editing. Senior A&E Editor Mikey Witkowski won 
an Excellent in Review Writing. Senior Jason Michel won 
an Excellent in News Feature photography. Junior Opinion 
Editor Althea Billings won an Honorable Mention in 
Editorial Writing. Senior Sports Editor Marissa Roe won an 
Honorable Mention in Sports Feature Writing.

BHS Shingle & Yearbook students win 
state journalism awards

Ballard’s award-winning journalism students

Ergon specializes in a rigorous selec-
tion process ensuring that students 

are willing to integrate in the host 
family and be respectful of family rules, 
academically strong and proficient 
in English. We take special time and 
care in the matching process through 
personal contacts. Students are fully 
insured and arrive with pocket money 
for all expenses, including recreation 
activities and vacations. 

Ergon’s program ensures a true cross-
cultural opportunity that will provide a 
transformative experience for both the 
host family and the student. The Italian 
families offer to your son or daughter 
a direct exposure to Italian culture 
through an all-expenses paid summer 
vacation in Italy, and Ergon sponsors 
the flight!

We are seeking families to host a 

16-17 year old Italian student for a 
semester or the school year.  Amedeo 
is greatly enjoying Ballard HS and 
its community. Our current and past 
Ballard host families will be happy to 
share their experience with you. To 
learn more, please email our Seattle 
coordinator Denise Trogdon at italex-
hange@gmail.com and visit our website 
at www.ergon-se.org.

Host a responsible and motivated Italian student. 
Your child will be invited to Italy!

!
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News from the Counseling Office
Classroom 
Registration Visits for 
2014-2015 Schedules
The week of March 10th, counselors will be 

working with all 9th graders via English 
Language Arts classes to develop High School and 
Beyond Plans. Students will map out a potential 
schedule of classes for their next three years of 
high school, and will learn about specific classes 
required to earn a diploma. 

Senior Academic 
Awards Night

Mark your calendars!  Senior 
Academic Awards Night will be held 

on Wednesday, May 28th, at 7 pm. In May, 
in preparation for this event, Seniors will 
be asked to submit a form listing academic 
awards and scholarships received.

College Admission 
and ACT/SAT Testing 
Information

On March 20th, the BHS Counseling 
Department hosted a College 

Information Night featuring guest speaker, 
Bob Dannenhold of Collegeology. If you 
were unable to attend this event, you can 
view some of the information on Bob’s 
website:  www.collegeology.com.  We will 
also post information on our BHS website. 
Now is the time for Juniors to register for 
the spring ACT Plus Writing and/or SAT.  
Registration deadlines for the June tests 
are May 9th, but students should not wait 
until the deadline as Seattle testing sites 
fill up quickly.  Register at www.act.org or 
www.collegeboard.org.  Juniors can access 
free test prep on their PSAT My College 
Quickstart accounts.  You might also want 
to check out the free test prep available on 
the Kahn Academy website.

BHS Career & College 
Center Services:
Location:  BHS Counseling Center

Hours: Tuesday, Wed, and Friday 
 from 7:15 am to 3:15 pm

Who:  Susan Higgins 
 Career and College Specialist

Contact: slhiggin@seattleschools.org 
  252-1012

We provide:  Apprenticeship information, career 
interest surveys, college representative visits, 
college and other post high school education and 
training opportunities, military and peace activists 
visits, college application assistance, financial aid 
information-FAFSA, Scholarship search help—in-
cluding assistance for students that qualify for The 
College Bound Scholarship, job board, pre-em-
ployment skills-resumes, cover letter, job search, 
interview tips, etc., City Campus, Skill Center and 
XIP Program Information.


