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The City of Phoenix, Street Transportation Department, received a Greening America’s Capital 

grant from the Environmental Protection Agency that funded a study to create a “Plan” for a 

sustainable, green environment on Grand Avenue between 7
th

 Avenue and 15
th

 Avenue.  To 

begin the implementation of the Plan, the City of Phoenix implemented a “road diet” reducing 

the traffic lanes from 5 to 3, created 24/7 on-street, parallel parking, resurfaced the street, 

added bike lanes and added strategically placed planters up and down the street. 

This project was completed October 18
th

, 2013 and dedicated October 19
th

, 2013 at the Grand 

Avenue Arts Festival. 

The City of Phoenix, Department of Transportation has agreed to maintain the planters (by 

watering the plants) for 6 months from the date of completion of the project.  After which 

time, the community will be responsible for the plants/planter maintenance. 

Grand Avenue Members Association (GAMA), acting for the community, has formed a sub-

committee to organize the administration of this beautification/maintenance program. 

Members of the subcommittee have identified and numbered each planter and are suggesting 

the following structure for the program. 

2 Components: 

 Care of the plants – water, replacement, feeding, etc. 

 Decoration of the planter – paint, sculpture, mosaic, etc. 

We suggest that the initial focus of the program be on the decoration of the planters as GAMA 

has approximately 4 more months before they will be charged with the care of the plants. 

Responsibility for decorating a planter will be offered to the property owner closest to the 

planter.  If they are unwilling (or not interested) in locating an artist to decorate the planter 

the sub-committee will find one for each planter. 

A list of all artists (and their contact info) will be maintained by the sub-committee for future 

use should a planter need to be repaired, remodeled or renewed.  



Criteria for decoration: 

No advertisement 

No words 

Appropriate process – The concrete planter is “sealed” and paint or glue, etc., must adhere to 

the surface of the planter so we suggest the sealer be stripped off with paint stripper.   Paint 

that does not easily fade should be used.  The use of “Neon” paint or reflective paint that can 

be seen at night is also encouraged.  The surface may be resealed to protect the artwork.  Cost 

of the paint must be contributed by the artist. 

Subject matter must be appropriate for public display. 

The artwork will be permanent unless complaints are received and the work is judged by 

GAMA to be inappropriate. 

The artist may sign his/her work in a space approximately 4 inches high by 12inches long 

anywhere on the planter. 

Some planters may have reflectors affixed to them for safety.  These reflectors may not be 

covered over. 

The artist must agree to complete the decoration of the planter in a timely manner with a 

majority of them to be finished by the time of Art Detour 2014 (March 8 and 9, 2014). 

Please notify Laurie Carmody (602 332 2565) or Darcy McGrane (602 315 9134) if you are 

interested in participating in this program. 

All planters are numbered and must be assigned. 

Thanks very much for you interest! 


