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T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  

To o k a n y / Ta c o n y - Fr a n k f o r d 

( T T F )  Wa t e r s h e d  P a r t n e r s h i p 

i s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d 

v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  T T F  w a t e r s h e d 

b y  e n g a g i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s 

i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  s t e w a r d s h i p , 

r e s t o r a t i o n ,  a n d  a d v o c a c y.  

  Patterson, 11th grader at Central High School

Aliyah Patterson is one of TTF’s most enthusiastic and 

consistent volunteers. She has worked tirelessly at a  

variety of our watershed events including tree and  

mussel surveying, riparian buffer and tree planting,  

and cleanups. 

Her energetic young leadership and interest in 

clean water and a healthy environment bring an exciting 

spark to our events. And with every event she attends, 

Aliyah’s environmental passion grows. 

“Before, I didn’t really care about things like this, 

but being here I’m seeing things I didn’t know were  

in Philadelphia. I didn’t know that there was this park, 

which is beautiful.”

In addition to being the youngest member of our 

Watershed Heroes class and a TTF Watershed  

Milestones award recipient, Aliyah worked closely with 

TTF as a 2013 WorkReady® summer intern. 

“Now that I’m here and know why  
  we’re doing these things, I continue  
  to come back and try to do more.” 

EngagIng a CommUnITY.

Aliyah Patterson, 11th grader at Central High School



TTF works closely with key stakeholders including the 

Philadelphia Water Department (PWD), Philadelphia 

Parks & Recreation (PPR), the Pennsylvania Environmental 

Council (PEC), Cheltenham Township and School  

District, Abington School District, the Pennsylvania  

Horticultural Society (PHS), Partnership for the  

Delaware Estuary (PDE) and others to support green 

infrastructure and stream restoration initiatives. 

We’re proud to serve as the connector between  

key stakeholders and the watershed community,  

sharing information and hands-on education to assist 

with adoption of these measures. 

Tacony Creek park
Working with PPR, PWD, and the Scattergood Foundation,  

we raise awareness of watershed issues and encourage  

park use. We reinforce the ongoing restoration of Tacony 

Creek Park by engaging people in fun and educational 

park activities from cleanups and plantings to nature 

and bird walks. Around the park, we work with  

volunteers to mark storm drains to prevent pollution 

from reaching the creek. These activities encourage 

residents not to litter.

This year, hundreds participated in the first  

Healthy Trails 5k Run/Walk and “Celebrate Your Park” 

block parties. These signature events allowed TTF to  

introduce the community to its restored park and  

gave us insight into the activities and improvements 

community members want to see. 

restoration projects
We work to improve the health of our creeks, which are 

negatively impacted by stormwater runoff. With the 

help of volunteers, we’ve created beautiful rain gardens 

and riparian buffers, which absorb and filter rainwater 

and provide wildlife habitat.  

abington Junior High School 
Spring ’13: Dedication of a 16,000 square foot creekside 

buffer and interpretive sign along the creek headwaters  

where we planted a riparian buffer the previous fall. 

olney recreation Center 
Installation of a rain garden and development of  

community stewardship at the Olney Recreation Center 

near Tacony Creek Park in Philadelphia.  

mussel Surveying
Mussel Surveying is a popular educational way to get 

into creeks. Freshwater mussels filter pollution, cleaning 

our waterways and playing an important role in  

natural ecosystems. Working with PDE and volunteers, 

we collect data so that scientists can help mussels make 

a comeback. The last complete survey was completed 

about 100 years ago… So it’s time to survey again!

ImprovIng THE waTErSHEd.

“I’ve lived here for 30 years, but only recently   

  found out that the park is open to the public.  

  I come here to walk in the woods and get away  

  from the urban noise.”
Susan Couvreur, Resident 



growIng aS a wHoLE.

“Volunteering at plantings not only teaches me how 

  to properly plant, but also helps me understand  

  the job of a riparian buffer — which is to cleanse  

  the stormwater before it reaches the creek.”

Amanda Bustamante, TTF Intern/Arcadia University

programming 
TTF reached 2000 watershed stewards through a   

variety of programs. Through attendance at community 

events and meetings as well as our own plantings, 

clean-ups, and educational activities, we connected 

residents and stakeholders to their creeks.  

Highlights include:

• TTF significantly expanded its efforts in Tacony Creek 

 Park, hosting regular clean-ups and nature activities. 

• In collaboration with the Partnership for the Delaware 

 Estuary, TTF led a series of volunteer mussel  

 surveying events across the watershed, completing  

 3 miles of surveying!

• Through Clean Water Partners, a program for  

 businesses to learn how to reduce water pollution,  

 TTF worked with partners including Cheltenham  

 Township, PDE, and PWD to provide workshops and  

 recognize businesses for understanding that  

 “clean water is good for business.” 

• Working with student and business volunteers,  

 we completed marking all of the storm drains in  

 Jenkintown Borough. The people of this 1 square mile  

 community can’t miss the medallions that remind  

 them that drains lead directly to creeks!

awards
• Non-Profit of the Year by Eastern Montgomery  

 County Chamber of Commerce

• City of Arborly Love Certificate of Recognition from 

 TreePilly

Communications
By utilizing social media sites including Facebook, 

Twitter and Linkedin, we have established an online 

presence, broadened our promotional reach, created 

organizational awareness, and built a contact list of 

over 3,000 people. Our use of these media tools has 

been very productive, resulting in increased turnout of 

volunteers and attendees at our events. Use of these 

tools has also enabled us to support partners to share 

event promotion. 



Honorees
Friend of the TTF watershed

Abington School District

Roots to Re-Entry, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 

Abington Township Environmental Advisory Council 

TTF watershed Educator

Dottie Baumgarten, Sustainable Choices

Denise Eiler

TTF watershed Youth Champion 

Aliyah Patterson 

TTF watershed municipal Leader 

Cheltenham Township

TTF watershed private Sector award 

Sustainable Business Network of Greater Philadelphia 

waTErSHEd mILESTonES 
award CErEmonY & rECEpTIon

recognizing a Year of watershed growth at

TTF presented our successful second annual  

Watershed Milestones Award Ceremony & Reception  

on May 22. Hosted by the Philadelphia Water  

Department’s Fairmount Water Works Interpretive  

Center, this event brought together watershed  

leaders from across our region to celebrate all of our 

accomplishments.

Guests networked while enjoying refreshments  

and exploring the Interpretive Center’s terrific  

educational exhibits. We honored some fantastic  

watershed stewards. We also met our fundraising  

goal for the event! These dollars support our many  

valuable watershed education and restoration  

initiatives.

The program included inspiring remarks from 

Executive Director Julie Slavet and Philadelphia Water 

Commissioner Howard Neukrug.



Individuals

Charles Adams
Leigh & Carol Altadonna
Robert “Skip” Atkins*

Dorothy Baumgarten
Joni Baumgarten
Paul Beach
Judith Bishop
Joan Blaustein
Mark Blaustein*

Aliyah Bonaparte
James Butt
Linda Cacossa
Eileen Cooper
Thomas DiBattista
Kimberly DiGiovanni
Robert Dromboski & Laura Frank
Denise Eiler
Robin Eisman
Abby Grosslein*

Susan and Marc Harris
Bonita Hay
Greg Heller*

Peggy Hoffart
Margaret Holscher & Alan Sentman
Barbara Hughes
Gerald Kaufman & Shelley Yanoff
Stephanie Kleban
Mr. Keith Kowalski
Gregory Lech
Jessica Lehigh
Frederick Lewis
Luz and Jaime Loyola
Lauren Mandel*

Mindy Maslin, Tree Tenders*

Representative Stephen & 
 Deborah McCarter
Virginia McGuire
Amy McElhatton
Adam Minichelli
Susan Myerov
Anthony and Katherine Naccarato
Kimberly and Tobey Oxholm
Iris Parker
Richard Reicherter & Jean Malafronte
Cari Reilly
Michael Rondinelli
Murray & Lorna Rosenberg
Jeffrey Schultz
Karen Shaffran
Julie Slavet*

donorS

Patrick Starr
John Wynne
Janet Wynne Starwood
Amy Steffen & Linda Stern
Jason & Caitlin Stevens
Phyllis Stickney
Kim Tieger
Andrew Viren
Debra S. Weiner
Betsy & Sheldon Wolf
Sarah Wu

Businesses

AKRF Inc.
AL Engineering & Design, LLC
Amy Blake*

Campbell Thomas & Company
Cancer Treatment Centers of America
Collins Nursery*

Designs by Nancy*

Diamond Automotive*

Greeley and Hansen
Jasmine Asian Bistro*

Jill Saull Photography*

King’s Corner Public House*

KJK Associates
Lindy Communities
Matrix New World Engineering, Inc.
Meadowbrook Farm*

Mine by Design*

NAM Planning & Design
Noble Nail Salon*

Octoraro Native Plant Nursery*

PECO
Pennoni Associates Inc.
Rhino Chiropractic Center*

Roofmeadow
Semanoff Ormsby Greenberg &  
 Torchia, LLC*

Stitcher’s Dream*

Sustainable Choices*

Sweet Magnolia*

Think Green LLC*

This Little Gallery*

Trolley Car Diner*

TD Bank
The Dovetail Artisans
The Keswick Theatre*

The Philadelphia 76ers*

The Philadelphia Eagles*

The Philadelphia Flyers*

The Philadelphia Phillies*

United By Blue*

Whole Foods Jenkintown
Won Institute of Graduate Studies*

Weeds Inc.
West Avenue Grill*

Yards Brewery*

organizational partners

Arcadia University
Aspira Inc. of Pennsylvania
Awbury Arboretum
Bicycle Coalition of Greater Philadelphia
Briar Bush Nature Center 
Fairmount Park Conservancy
Fairmount Water Works Interpretive Center
Frankford Business Association
Friends of High School Park
Friends of Vernon Park
Germantown Mennonite Historic Trust
Heritage Conservancy
Keep Philadelphia Beautiful
Hiway Theatre
Juniata Action Committee
McVeigh Advisory Council
Morris Arboretum
Partnership for the Delaware Estuary
Pennsylvania Environmental Council, Inc.
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society
Philadelphia Math + Science Coalition
Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
Sustainable Business Network of  
 Greater Philadelphia
Temple University
The Hackley School
The Juniata Golf Foundation
The Kintock Group
The Philadelphia Orchard Project
Thomas Scattergood Behavioral  
 Health Fund
Wissahickon Charter School

public partners

Abington Township
Cheltenham Township
City of Philadelphia Mural Arts Program
Corporation for National &  
 Community Service
Jenkintown Borough
Philadelphia City Planning Commission
Philadelphia Parks & Recreation
Philadelphia Streets Department
Philadelphia Water Department
Rockledge Borough
SEPTA
Springfield Township
Pennsylvania Department of  
 Environmental Protection
United States Forest Service

Foundations

McLean Contributionship
The Claneil Foundation
The Martin Foundation

*In Kind



Board oF dIrECTorS
oFFICErS

gerald Kaufman, President, Citizen

Joanne dahme, Vice President (Philadelphia),  

    Philadelphia Water Department

Bryan T. Havir, p.p., aICp, Vice President (Montgomery County) 

Laurie Harvey, Treasurer, Maillie LLP

Ian Litwin, Secretary, Philadelphia City Planning Commission

Board

Joan Blaustein, Philadelphia Parks & Recreation

Ed Foley, Jenkintown Borough

wendy K. green-Harvey, SEPTA

Susan Harris, Montgomery County Conservation District

Stephen Heverin, Springfield Township 

Fred Lewis, Senior Environment Corps, Center in the Park 

Emma melvin, Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 

denise payne, TD Bank 

Beth pilling, Montgomery County Planning Commission 

michael powers, Abington Township 

Councilwoman maria Quiñones-Sánchez, Philadelphia City Council 

rodman ritchie, AKRF, Inc. 

derick Scudder, Juniata Action Committee

patrick Starr, Pennsylvania Environmental Council

amy Steffen, Friends of High School Park 

robert p. Thomas, aIa, Philadelphia Parks Alliance

Sarah wu, Mayor’s Office of Sustainability

John wynne, Rockledge Borough

SUpporT & rEvEnUE 
2012 - 2013

rEvEnUE and gaInS

 Contributions  $12,470

 grants  $28,622

 municipal dues  $83,000

 program Fees  $150,000

 Total Support and revenue $274,092



4500 Worth Street | Philadelphia, PA 19124 
ph 215.744.1853   web www.ttfwatershed.org


