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Louisiana Legislative Update 

 
President Rusty asked that I provide the Club with a brief overview of 
the 2014 Louisiana legislative session and legal changes that might be of 
interest to our membership.  The laws discussed below are not listed in 
any particular order. 
 
Senate Bill 469.   As the 2014 Louisiana legislative session 
concluded on June 2, 2014, Senate Bill 469 (the "Bill") relative to 
coastal zone management was enrolled by the Senate and signed by the 
Speaker of the House and Governor.   
 
The Bill adds provisions to an existing law relative to the coastal zone 
management program and the Department of Natural Resources which 
provides generally for the development of a state program aimed at 
protecting, developing, and managing the coastal zone of the state. The 
present law defines the coastal zone and delineates the types of uses approved for the coastal 
zone and the development of state and local coastal management plans.   

 
Coastal use permits ("CUP") issued by the Department of Natural Resources are used to control 
the development and activities in the coastal zone.  The secretary, the attorney general, an 
appropriate district attorney, or a local government may bring injunctive, declaratory, or other 
actions to ensure that only permitted activities may be conducted in the coastal zone.   

 
The Bill retains the present law and further provides that except as provided in present law, no 
state or local governmental entity shall have, nor may pursue, any right or cause of action arising 
from any activity subject to permitting under present law or certain federal statutes in the coastal 
area, or arising from or related to any use as defined by present law, regardless of the date such 
use or activity occurred.  
 
Senate Bill 261.  The Legislature also modified the law for nominees and appointments to 
the board of the Lake Charles Harbor and Terminal District with Senate Bill 261, which becomes 
effective August 1, 2014.  The law provides for filling a vacancy in the same manner as the 
vacant position.  The president or other presiding officer of the board must send notice of the 
vacancy to the appropriate nominating authority no later than 10 calendar days after occurrence 
of the vacancy.  The nominating authority must submit its nominations to the governor no later 
than 60 calendar days after the vacancy.  The governor must fill the vacancy if a nominating 
authority fails to submit nominations 120 calendar days after the vacancy.   The new law also 
designates legislative appointments and requires legislative nominations and appointments by the 
governor from such nominations to be made so that the board includes at least two members of a 
racial minority or one member of a racial minority and one woman.  Going forward, 
commissioners are limited to two and one-half terms in three consecutive terms and are not 
eligible for appointment to the board for a period of 12 years after completion of two and one-
half terms in the three consecutive terms. 
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House Bill 133.  This bill becomes effective August 1, 2014 and expands the Vidalia Port 
Commission to include all of Concordia Parish and increases the number of commissioners from 
five to seven members. 
 
Senate Bill 528. This bill amends the law relative to the Louisiana International Deep 
Water Gulf Transfer Terminal Authority ("LIGTT") which is designed to promote, plan, finance, 
develop, construct, control, license, regulate, supervise, operate, manage, maintain, and modify 
deepwater terminal facilities to be constructed within its jurisdiction to position Louisiana as an 
international hub for cargo ships, including super-sized cargo ships.  LIGTT has exclusive 
jurisdiction over a structure, a series of structures, or a facility constructed after July 1, 2008, at 
the lower end of the east bank at Southwest Pass in Plaquemines Parish on state owned property, 
beginning at certain coordinates.  The new law changes the jurisdictional coordinates for LIGTT 
and allows the board of commissioners to defer certain matters to the executive board for 
consideration and action. However, any action taken by the executive board must be ratified by 
the board of commissioners.  The amended law requires LIGTT to secure approval of the Joint 
Legislative Committee on the Budget and the commissioners shall elect a president, two vice 
presidents, a secretary and a treasurer from among the members of the board of commissioners to 
serve for a term of two years (the executive board).  Any contract, agreement, memorandum of 
understanding, or cooperative endeavor agreement entered into to carry out the purposes of 
LIGTT by any other party, whether public or private, shall require the contracting party to tender 
their annual financial audit, including all documents required to be submitted to federal 
regulators, to the authority for each year the agreement is in effect. The new law requires any 
party to a contract with LIGTT to allow the legislative auditor, the legislative auditors authorized 
representatives, and the state, independently with or through LIGTT, to inspect and audit all data 
and financial records of the contracting party related to its performance with respect to the 
contract in accordance with the provisions of law regarding the activities of the legislative 
auditor.  Finally, the law provides that the rights of inspection and audit set forth shall commence 
as of the date of the contract and shall continue until four years have elapsed from the date the 
contract is terminated. 
 
Senate Bill 305.   This bill became effective May 30, 2014 and provides for the Coastal 
Louisiana Levee Consortium to be an advisory commission of the Coastal Protection and 
Restoration Authority Board ("CPRA Board"). The consortium shall be a public body and 
subject to open meetings and public record laws.  The purpose of the consortium shall be to 
facilitate communication and coordination of efforts to protect coastal Louisiana, its people, 
property, and resources; to increase awareness and understanding of integrated coastal 
protection, including but not limited to conditions, issues, strategies, and policies of flood 
control, coastal levee systems, hurricane risk reduction systems, and mitigation projects; and to 
provide a unified voice that is representative of the coastal levee community in communicating 
information necessary for decision-making to policymakers at the state and federal levels and to 
the CPRA Board. 
 
Senate Bill 342. This bill became effective May 28, 2014 and renames the St. Tammany 
Levee District as the St. Tammany Levee, Drainage, and Conservation District and provides for 
its governance by a board of commissioners of nine persons appointed by the governor, subject 
to Senate confirmation, who shall serve concurrently with and at the pleasure of the governor as 
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follows: (1) Four members appointed from the nominees submitted by each member of the 
legislative delegation representing any part of the district. (2) Two members appointed from a 
list of three nominees submitted by the president of St. Tammany Parish, subject to ratification 
by the Parish Council of St. Tammany. (3) One member appointed from a list of three nominees 
submitted by the mayor of the city of Slidell. (4) One member appointed from a list of three 
nominees submitted by the mayor of the city of Mandeville. (5) One member appointed from a 
list of three nominees submitted by the mayor of the town of Madisonville.  The governor shall 
appoint from the nominations at least four members who are residents of the unincorporated 
areas of the district. 
 
Commissioners are subject to term limitations provided in R.S. 42:3.2 except that a 
commissioner appointed to fill more than one-half of an unexpired term may serve no more than 
three additional consecutive terms in addition to such partial term.  Notwithstanding any 
provisions of law to the contrary, a commissioner whose term is expired shall not be allowed to 
continue to serve or to vote.  The governor or the nominating entity may remove a commissioner 
for neglect of duty, which includes a violation of state law or public policy of the state.  The new 
law authorizes tax and bond authority and a tax election shall be held only within the district. 
 
The duty of board is to establish, construct, operate, or maintain flood control works related to 
hurricane protection, tidewater flooding, saltwater intrusion, and conservation.  It authorizes the 
board to buy and sell property, make and execute contracts, and perform any and all things 
necessary to carry out the objects.  No action or work undertaken or contract or agreement 
entered into by the board shall violate the master plan of the Coastal Protection and Restoration 
Authority or any statewide drainage and flood control plan administered by the DOTD.  The 
effective date of this law is May 28, 2014. 
 
 
 
         
 


