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      Literacy the “Write” Way 

    An Interactive Discussion           

 on Differentiating 

      Literacy Activities 

 
Presented by:  

Melissa Hall and Suzanne Piszar  

Agenda 

 Introduction 

 Using Data to Drive Instruction 

 How to Differentiate Literacy 
Activities 

 Examples of activities for literacy 
skills: sounds (phonemes), 
phonemic awareness, letter 
identification, word work, writing, 
fluency, and comprehension 

 Incorporating Social Skills  

Data-Driven Decisions 

 The use of data allows educators 
to make decisions based on the 

information that was collected  

 

  Using data correctly will promote 

student achievement to get from 

point A to point B. 

  

Where can you find data? 

 Summative and Formative 
Assessments 

 Teacher made quizzes, projects, tests 
 In class activities and assignments 
 Student observations 
 Attendance reports 
 Report cards 
 Surveys/Feedback forms 
 Portfolios  
 Speech teacher, OT, PT, and CST 

Make sure the data you collect is 

valid: 

Ask yourself…..  

 

1. Is this information RELIABLE ? 

2. What does it reveal? 

3. Did I collect data in a variety of 

ways? 

4. Were my results recorded and 

entered correctly? 

Using Data to Form Flexible Groups 

ACHIEVEMENT 
• Students with similar achievement 

scores are grouped together 
 
INTEREST 
 Students with similar interests are 

grouped together 
 
INSTRUCTIONAL NEED 
 Students who need extra support can 

be grouped together 
 



6/21/2013 

2 

Once Data is collected 

Determine skill 
or strategy and 
teach the lesson 

Gather 
data 

Form 
groups 

based on 
interest 

How do you differentiate your 

instruction?   
 Use Flexible Grouping and meet 

with each group frequently 

 Allow students to pick an activity 

 Provide material in different 

formats (books, non-fiction, 

reference, biographies, fiction, 

audio books, videos) 

 Use games, songs, and movement 
within your lessons 

 

 

Why is Flexible Grouping 

Important? 
 Students have more opportunities 

to interact with each other 

 Instruction can be targeted to 
meet the needs of a group 

 Teachers can observe, monitor, 
and provide immediate feedback 
within a small group 

 Students may feel more 
comfortable participating and 
taking risks 

Literacy Activities 
Examples of activities for literacy 
skills:  

 sounds (phonemes) and 
phonemic awareness 

  letter identification 

  word work 

  writing 

 fluency 

  comprehension 

 

              Comprehension    

*Reason for reading text is 
purposeful and active  

 Sequencing  

 Support Information (In Detail) 

 Characters and Story Elements 

 Three different ways to read a book 

1. Read the pictures 

2. Read the words 

3. Retell the story 

 

         Phonemic Awareness  
    *Leads to understanding of alphabetic     

 principal. It is systematic and predictable 

 relationships between written letters and 
 spoken sounds 

  *It is the ability to hear, identify, and 

 manipulate individual sounds in spoken words. 

   

Decoding CVC words 

 

Rhyming 

 

Word Families (Blending 

Phonemes) 

 

Categorize Phonemes 

 

Word Building 

 

Delete, Add, Segment, or 

Substitute Phonemes  
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            Think-Tac-Toe 
      Think-Tac-Toe is a way to give students a choice on how  

they demonstrate their understanding of a given topic. 

 Pick 3 vocabulary 

words and write a 

sentence for each 

word. 

Name and draw a 

person who is like 

one of the characters 

from the book 

Tell a friend about 

the story by retelling 

what you remember 

Draw a picture showing 

at least 3 settings from 

the story 

Draw a picture of your 

favorite part of the 

story 

 Find three words 

within the story that 

you do not know  

Fold a paper in three 

sections. Draw a picture 

for the beginning, 

middle, and ending  

Create a different 

ending for the story.  

 Write a poem about 

the main character in 

the story 

Writing Strategies 

 Labeling 

 Creating Lists 

 Journal Writing (Cross Curricular) 

 Picture Prompts 

 6+1 Traits of Writing (Trait Crate) 

 

 

Examples of  

Word Work Games  
 Roll and Write 

 Sight word Pancake Flip 

 Sight word stamp 

 Wiki Sticks sight words 

 Clay sight words 

 Writing words in shaving cream 

and sand 

 Letter snap cubes 

 

 

Fluency Activities 
Fluency is the ability to read text accurately and 
quickly. It allows students to understand what 
they read. Model fluent reading and repeat oral 
reading frequently.  

   Read the Picture 
 Reader’s Theatre 
 Recorded readings (on tape) 
 Choral Reading 
 Partner Reading 
 Running Records-Monitoring Student 

Progress 
 Silent Reading 

 

   Different ways to hear a story 

 I Read, You Read 

 Choral Reading 

 On a CD 

 Using a YouTube video 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOq

a7dRjNs8 

 Acting the story out 

 E-E-K-K (Elbow to Elbow, Knee to Knee) 

We’re elbow to elbow and knee to 

knee-we’re reading together my buddy 

and me! 

      Vocabulary Development 
*Oral Vocabulary- Words we use in speaking and 

listening 

*Reading Vocabulary- Words we recognize in print 

 Words we know to communicate 
effectively 

 Vocabulary is important because 
beginning readers use oral vocabulary to 
make sense of words they see in print. 
Children must know what most words mean 
before they can understand what they are 
reading. 

 Vocabulary can be developed indirectly 
when students engage in daily oral 
language, listen to adults read to them, 
and read on their own. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOqa7dRjNs8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOqa7dRjNs8
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        Social Skills 

 Social skills is not behavior 

 Social skills are components of behavior that 
help an individual understand and adapt 
across a variety of social settings 

 Encourage children how individual actions and 
words have consequences 

 Children need to accept differences, 
viewpoints, and perspectives 

 Teach children to think through situations and 
problem solving 

 

 

    As educators we must provide an   

 opportunity in the classroom to: 

  - Model effective and appropriate 

 social skills through praise 

  - Redirect any inappropriate  

  behavior 

  - Clearly state expectations 

   

Research shows that children 
benefit from structured lessons that 

have meaning to a child’s life. 

It is important to simulate real life 

challenges students may 

encounter outside of the class but 
can learn and practice a “safe” 

community environment. 

 

 

Integrating children’s literature into 
a theme, self respect, social 

perspective, moral reasoning and 

values are equally effective in the 

classroom as other skills discussed 

earlier within this workshop. 

Are there any activities 
that you currently use for 
literacy instruction that you 
would like to share?  
 

Questions, Comments, and 

Suggestions….  
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