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Apply Now for Sustainable Communities Tax Credit Program 

MHT Accepting Applications for Historic Commercial Properties through August 31 

 

CROWNSVILLE, MD – Owners of historic commercial properties take note:  Now is the time to 

submit an application for a state income tax credit for renovating your historic structures in 

Maryland. 

 

Fiscal year 2015 applications opened this week for the Sustainable Communities Competitive 

Commercial Tax Credit program, administered by the Maryland Historical Trust. Commercial 

property owners may receive a tax credit on 20 percent of eligible expenses up to $3 million for 

substantial rehabilitation projects.  

 

The state tax credit program has helped property owners throughout Maryland redevelop and 

reuse historic buildings since 1996, resulting in the reuse of some of Maryland’s most unique 

historic structures as well as creating spin-off community benefits. The program has been credited 

with creating jobs, enhancing values of nearby properties and transforming neglected 

neighborhoods. Studies have shown that every dollar of historic tax credits generates more than $8 

in economic activity and each $1 million invested by the state program generates 72 jobs. 

 

The program has funded rehabilitation projects all over Maryland, including Cambridge’s High Spot 

restaurant, which revived and upgraded a diner that had closed and sat vacant, to the National Park 

Seminary in Silver Spring, which is now a dynamic mixed-housing community. 

  

The commercial program is one of three Sustainable Communities Tax Credits that will be offered 

this year and next. Residential property owners can apply for credits through the Homeowner Tax 

Credit Program. In April, the Maryland General Assembly reauthorized the program for three years 

and expanded it to include a small commercial tax credit for modest rehabilitation projects such as 

new roofs and updated façades. MHT will review small commercial applications starting September 

1, 2014 for projects beginning January 1, 2015. 

 

http://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits_competitive_commercial.shtml
http://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits_competitive_commercial.shtml
http://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits_homeowner.shtml
http://mht.maryland.gov/taxcredits_homeowner.shtml
http://planning.maryland.gov/PDF/Press/PR-SCtaxCreditApproved20140408.pdf


For more information, go to the Maryland Historical Trust’s tax credit page. Learn more about 

Maryland's sustainable policies, practices and programs at green.maryland.gov and 

follow @GreenMaryland. 
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