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Context 
 
A high-level dialogue was organized on 4

th
 March, 2014 in New Delhi to bring together heads of several 

African missions in India, government officials, development partners and innovators from diverse sectors 

with exciting, transformative stories to tell, to exchange ideas and engage in relevant debates on India-

Africa innovations exchange for inclusive development.  

 

This dialogue in Delhi was organized as an event to disseminate and follow up on the Sankalp Africa 

Summit held in Nairobi on Feb 12-13. This first Sankalp Africa Summit in Nairobi brought together 450 

delegates from across 25 countries across the globe to discuss ways in which a pan African market for 

social innovation could be supported, strengthened and sustained to address the needs of underserved 

populations.  

 

The post-Sankalp Africa dialogue on Mar 4 in Delhi showcased some of the achievements of the Nairobi 

Sankalp Africa Summit and demonstrated the opportunities that exist for further collaboration between the 

two regions, particularly between India and Ethiopia, Kenya, Rwanda, Ghana and Uganda.  

 

Structure of the Dialogue 
 
The key dialogues during the day took place in two formats – with an opening panel discussion followed 
by showcases of Indian innovations already at work in African countries or with the potential to expand. 
The panel discussion set the context for the day by laying out the demand for Indian innovations from two 
lenses – needs of African countries and areas of Indian expertise. The innovation showcase that followed 
gave participants more concrete examples to use to discuss India-Africa innovation transfer in more 
detail. 
 
The panel discussion gave the audience a chance to hear from heads and senior leaders of African 
missions including - H.E W/Ro Genet Zewdie, Ambassador of Ethiopia, H.E Florence I. Weche, High 
Commissioner of Kenya to India, and Mr. Mucyo Rutishisha, Second Counseller, Government of Rwanda. 
Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Director, SEWA Bharat joined as well, and the discussion was moderated by Aparajita 
Agrawal, Head – Sankalp Forum, Intellecap. 
 
During the panel discussion, some critical sectors were identified where there is a need for innovation in 
Africa. While agriculture, livelihoods and better market linkages for producers came out as a common ask 
from all countries represented; it was discussed that Ethiopia and Kenya specifically need innovations 
around women empowerment, Rwanda needs innovations in capacity building for healthcare, and Kenya 
needs innovations around renewable energy. 
 
These needs were reiterated and expressed in more detail during the innovation showcases. Key 
highlights are described in the rest of this report. 
 
 
 
 



 

Key Highlights from the Dialogue 
 

There is a case for strengthening India-Africa innovations transfer 

 The regions have common challenges and can pool together solutions to solve these more 

efficiently. Innovations exchange should be two-way; from India to Africa and from Africa to India 

 There is willingness from private sector and Governments to support this exchange as it enables 

market expansion, increased access to affordable goods, services and technologies for those at 

the bottom of the pyramid and creates jobs and prosperity. 

There is a demand from African countries for Indian innovations in specific sectors like 

Agriculture, Clean Energy, and Healthcare. In particular, innovative ideas are required as: 

 Food security is a pressing need in several African countries, which is driving a demand for Indian 

innovations in agriculture and food production and distribution, especially progressive techniques 

for increasing yield, mechanization, irrigation, better quality seeds and ICTs to improve farm to 

market linkages 

 Ethiopia and Kenya are keen to learn about innovative women’s empowerment initiatives like 

Kudumbshree which help women to self-organize as cooperatives and improve their financial 

security 

 Access to affordable primary and tertiary healthcare including through ICT models like 

telemedicine and last mile non-invasive diagnostic technologies remains elusive to a large 

proportion of underserved populations  

 Creating jobs for Africa’s young people through livelihood programs and entrepreneurship-

support programs Livelihood/Job creation – Entrepreneurial skill development is a priority  

 Creating energy access in off-grid areas through solar, wind and geothermal projects is 

necessary to stimulate new growth areas and sustain these in a cost effective manner 

 Dealing with challenges like traffic and sanitation services will be necessary to manage urban 

growth 

 Policy-level learnings that can drive support for social innovation in Africa – e.g. the recent 2% 

CSR bill in India can help transformation at scale. 

There has been some early transfer of innovation and learnings from these should be used to 

guide further transfer 

 This includes work done by Digital Green, FINO, D-Rev, Clinton Health Access Initiative and 

CGN Research Labs 

 Across these models, innovators expressed that while the broad market needs in India and Africa 

are similar; significant customization needs to be done to shift models from one geography to 

another to account for language, cultural and infrastructure-related differences 

 One of the participants commented that its useful to think of “innovation-transfer” as a search for 

the specific parts of an innovation that are replicable, and not merely “lifting and shifting” an entire 

product/service 

 Participants like SEWA Bharat and Digital Green also stressed upon the importance of local 

capacity building and partnerships, without which innovations cannot take root in a new 

geography 

There are social innovators from India who are in early stages of exploring replication/knowledge 

sharing in African countries 

http://www.kudumbashree.org/
http://www.digitalgreen.org/
http://www.finopaytech.com/
http://d-rev.org/
http://www.clintonhealthaccess.org/
http://www.cgnresearchlabs.com/
http://www.sewabharat.org/
http://www.digitalgreen.org/


 

 These social innovators include Biosense, Kudumbshree, iKure, Safetipin, MS Swaninathan 

Research Institute’s Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition in South Asia (LANSA) initiative, Spatial 

Ideas and Dimagi 

 Participants from African countries stated that these innovations were interesting, and had 

potential to be replicated in their countries. However, customization for local context and right 

partnerships were crucial 

 Pricing of services also came up as a crucial determinant of an innovation’s replicability in Africa, 

and innovators were especially asked to think through dependencies like smartphone penetration, 

electricity supply from grid etc. which differ between India and Africa 

 Innovators and other participants also networked and set up specific follow up meetings  

DFID and its partner organizations are happy to provide financial support to Indian innovators 

who seek to expand their work to Africa 

 DFID is making funding available through Millennium Alliance and INVENT to Indian innovators 

interested in replicating their work in Africa 

 A public announcement of this support will be made shortly 

 
Profiles of Social Innovations Showcased 
 
Section 1 - Innovations Exchanged at Work 
 
Digital Green 
Rikin Gandhi, CEO, Digital Green 
 
Digital Green spoke of their work on delivering agricultural extension services to underserved 

communities in India and African countries in a cost-effective way. Digital Green leverage technology and 

social organization to deliver impact at scale across 7 states in India and several countries in Africa; 

reaching over 200,000 community members. 

 
FINO 
Darpan Anand – Vice President, Strategic Alliances & International Business, FINO 
 
FINO have developed a banking technology platform to deliver financial services such as banking, 

microfinance and insurance to the poor and underserved communities in rural areas. FINO have 

leveraged their understanding of these markets to advise financial institutions, regulatory bodies, and 

national and state governments on financial inclusion issues. They have partnered with other 

stakeholders and currently operate in Nigeria, Tanzania, Rwanda, Uganda, Zambia, Nepal, and 

Bangladesh to provide financial services to the poor. 

 
D-Rev/Pheonix Medical Systems Pvt Ltd 
Arun Venkatesan, Chief Technical Officer, Phoenix Medical Systems (P) Ltd. 
 
D-Rev have designed low-cost, high quality neonatal equipment to tackle jaundice in newborn babies, 

which affects significant proportions of new borns in several countries in South Asia and Africa. They 

have partnered with Phoenix Medical Systems who produce these high-quality, affordable neo-natal units 

for different types of maternity centres, including a wide variety serving the bottom of the pyramid. In 

addition to increasing access for new-born health care, D-Rev/Phoenix’s innovative evidence based 

product design has resulted in a more market-wide impact on the cost of neonatal health units – other 

http://www.biosense.in/
http://www.kudumbashree.org/
http://www.ikuretechsoft.com/
http://safetipin.com/
http://www.mssrf.org/
http://www.mssrf.org/
http://www.spatialideas.com/
http://www.spatialideas.com/
http://www.dimagi.com/


 

established producers have reduced the costs of current products and invested in R & D to develop new, 

lower cost machines to deal with neo-natal jaundice.  

 
Clinton Health Access Initiative 
Sabina Bindra Barnes, Health Advisor, DFID 
 
The initiative is an innovative public-private partnership business model which uses public funds to 

incentivise private sector producers of generic drugs and diagnostics for HIV and malaria to lower costs, 

invest in R & D and increase the quality of their products. CHAI’s work has enabled African governments 

to better forecast needs and negotiate better prices through bulk drug purchases for distribution through 

their public health programmes. On the supply side this guaranteed market for producers has increased 

stability of production of these low-cost, efficacious pharmaceutical products, saving procurement costs 

and increasing access to these medicines for the poor at scale. This innovative partnership model is now 

being extended to cover global supply of other health commodities such as diagnostic kits for tuberculosis 

and family planning commodities. 

 
CGN Research Labs 
Soloni Gosalia, International Business Manager, CGN Research Labs 
 
CGN Research Labs was founded in 2010 and has patented a nano-thermal sensor technology that 

enables the detection of several health conditions, including those linked with diabetes in a non-intrusive 

way. This health product uses a thermal image camera for non-intrusive detection of health conditions is 

being piloted in several countries, including in India and Africa.  

 
 
Section 2 - Opportunities for Exchange 
 
Biosense Technologies 
Dr. Yogesh Patil, Co-founder, Biosense Technologies 
 
Biosense Technologies has developed affordable diagnostic devices which are innovative, easy to use 

and battery operated for developing world. These cost-effective, non-intrusive devices are being utilised 

to diagnose conditions such as anaemia, diabetes, kidney diseases, urinary infections amongst others 

and can be used in a variety of settings, including where other diagnostics services are poorly supplied. 

Biosense has received support and acknowledgements from forums such as TED, Grand Challenges 

Canada, the Wellcome Trust, Echoing Green & Lemelson Foundation for its affordable healthcare 

devices. 

 
Kudumbshree 
Valsala Kumari, Executive Director, Kudumbashree 
 
Launched by the Government of Kerala in 1998 to tackle absolute poverty through community action 

under the leadership of Local Self Governments, Kudumbashree is one of the largest women-

empowering social projects in India. The programme has 3,700,000 members and covers more than 50% 

of the households in Kerala. The programme enables empowerment of women through increased access 

to micro credit and entrepreneurship skills. This cooperatives model based programme has increased 

financial inclusion for women and enabled several start-ups, helping poor women earn a livelihood and in 

some cases, employ other women in their enterprises.    

 

    

 



 

iKure 

Sujay Santra, Founder & CEO, iKure 

 

iKure was founded to address the pressing need of health care among the country’s rural population. It is 

establishing a comprehensive solution to address issues in primary healthcare in rural India by taking 

over the management of existing Rural Health Centers (RHCs), and setting up its own RHCs where none 

exist. Each of its RHCs are resourced with qualified MBBS doctors, nurses, para-medics, and diagnostic 

tests facilities; hence providing a one-window approach for primary health needs of the community. 

iKure’s specific innovation is in developing a software platform called Wireless Health Incident Monitoring 

System (WHIMS), which links RHCs to tertiary hospitals for real time consultation and escalation. Over 

200,000 patients have availed iKure services in rural towns and villages; the firm expects to impact over 

800,000 by end of 2014. 

 

Safetipin 

Dr. Kalpana Viswanath, Founder, Safetipin 

 

Safetipin is a map-based mobile phone application which works to make communities and cities safer by 

providing safety-related information collected by users and by trained auditors. It has been developed on 

the idea to engage and involve communities in the process of creating safety for women and girls by 

building a simple mobile based social application through which they can conduct safety audits and 

access information about the city and their neighbourhood. The pilot project which was launched in the 

NCR last year was designed on the premises that “while stakeholders and duty bearers need to be 

responsive, proactive and play a positive enabling role, the process of change must be driven by the 

needs of the community.” 

 

LANSA 
Bhavani RV, Project Manager & Lead Capacity Strengthening, MS Swaminathan Research Foundation 
(MSSRF) 
 
The Leveraging Agriculture for Nutrition in South Asia (LANSA) Research Programme is a new 

international research partnership led by the MSSRF. The programme is focused on discovering how 

agriculture and agri-food systems can be better designed to advance nutrition. It works through a holistic 

3-step approach: research, capacity building and policy advocacy. Key research themes include building 

an enabling environment for agriculture to thrive; building efficient agri-food value chains; and linkages 

between nutrition and agriculture. All research themes are being explored through on-ground pilot 

programs in India, Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan. Findings from the research studies are being 

leveraged to build capacity building programs for farmers, cooperatives and other associations in these 

countries. Program findings and early traction are also being communicated to policy makers in strategic 

ways to advocate for more facilitative policy.  

 
Section 3 - Others Included in Innovation Marketplace 
 
Spatial Ideas 
Vishal Agarwal, Founder, Spatial Ideas 
 
Spatial Ideas is a mobile technology and platforms development firm based in India. It has created 

innovative mobile-based Information Systems for health management, public distribution system 

monitoring and municipal solid waste management. All 3 initiatives are based on MoEGIS (Mobile 

Enterprise GPS) and bring together government, private sector organizations and citizens for more 



 

transparent and efficient governance. For instance, mSwaasth - the health management platform allows 

map visualizations of disease incidence and complete digitization of distribution of free medicines. It can 

also be used for enabling family surveys, child and mother welfare schemes via smart tablets used by 

health workers. Another application, PDS is a solution for tracking distribution of subsidized food by using 

biometric identification. Each government-mandated food shop covered by PDS has a tablet and 

fingerprinting device connected to it for data collection. The system is updated in real time and the 

collector can access information related to food distribution, ration stocks, ration cards. 

 
Dimagi 
Devika Sarin, Partnerships & Development Manager, Dimagi  
 
Dimagi is a socially-conscious technology company with expertise in creating scalable Information and 

communications technology (ICT) and mobile solutions for frontline workers in sectors like healthcare and 

education, and for specific functions like logistics and supply chain management. Dimagi’s innovation 

CommCare is a mobile-based data collection tool that is used by healthcare workers to regularly record 

and update patient data; and uploads the data to a cloud-based server where it can be analyzed in 

several ways. For instance, CommCare has been used in India to allow front-line healthcare workers 

(who are pre-dominantly semi-literate) to collect and report household level data on health. This allows 

public and private sectors to track and analyze disease incidence, trends in quality of healthcare etc. 

CommCare is currently being used in over 30 countries across 4 continents, and is supported by Gates 

Foundation, UN Foundation, USAID, HP and Vodafone Foundation among others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Annexure  
 
Key participants at the meeting included: 

 

 Her Excellency W/ro Genet Zewdie, the Ethiopian Ambassador to India 

 Her Excellency Florence I. Weche, the Kenyan Ambassador to India 

 Mr. Francis Mutungi, Government of Uganda 

 Mr. Mucyo Rutishisha, Second Counseller, Government of Rwanda 

 Mr. Iddrisu Tahiru, Government of Ghana 

 Sam Sharpe, Head – DFID India 

 Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Director, SEWA Bharat  

 

The agenda for the meeting and a list of participants have been included in the Annexure. 

 
Agenda 
 

Time Session 

9.30 – 9.45 a.m. Welcome and Introduction 

9.45 – 10.45 a.m. Panel Discussion: India-Africa Innovations Exchange for Inclusive Development 

10.45 –11.00 a.m. ---------Tea Break------- 

11.00 – 11.45 a.m. Elevator Pitches: Innovations Exchanged at Work 

11.45 – 12.30 p.m. Elevator Pitches: Opportunities for Exchange 

12.30 – 12.40 p.m. ---------Tea Break------- 

12.40 – 1.20 p.m. Open house discussion to recap and map the way forward 

1.20 – 2.30 p.m. Lunch + Innovations Marketplace stalls 

 
 
Panel Discussion: India-Africa Innovations Exchange for Inclusive Development 

 

Moderator – Aparajita Agrawal, Director – Sankalp Forum, Intellecap 

Panelists – H.E W/Ro Genet Zewdie, Ambassador of Ethiopia, H.E Florence I. Weche, High 

Commissioner of Kenya to India, Mr. Mucyo Rutishisha, Second Counseller, Government of Rwanda and 

Dr. Sanjay Kumar, Director, SEWA Bharat. 

Innovations exchanged at work 

Speakers 

Rikin Gandhi, CEO, Digital Green 

Darpan Anand – Vice President, Strategic Alliances & International Business, FINO 

Arun Venkatesan, Chief Technical Officer, Phoenix Medical Systems (P) Ltd. 

Sabina Bindra, Health Advisor, DFID 

Soloni Gosalia, International Business Manager, CGN Research Labs 

Opportunities for exchange 

Speakers 

Dr. Yogesh Patil, Co-founder, Biosense Technologies 



 

Valsala Kumari, Executive Director, Kudumbashree 

Sujay Santra, Founder & CEO, iKure 

Dr. Kalpana Viswanath, Founder, Safetipin 

Bhavani RV, Project Manager & Lead Capacity Strengthening, MSSRF 

Innovation Marketplace 

Vishal Agarwal, Founder, Spatial Ideas 

Devika Sarin, Partnerships & Development Manager, Dimagi  
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Name Organization Email 

Ajay Kumar K.P Kudumbshree  

Anil Sinha IFC asinha@ifc.org 

Anurag Agrawal Intellecap anurag@intellecap.net 

Aparajita Agrawal Intellecap aparajita@intellecap.com 

Arun Venkatesan D-Rev/ PMS India avenkatesan@pmsind.com 

Azhad Ali Innovative Change Collaborative a.ali@iccoindia.org 

BahiruDuguma USAID bduguma@usaid.gov 

Bhavani LANSA bhavani@mssrf.res.in 

Daljeet Kaur IPE Global dkaur@ipeglobal.com 

Daniel Bradley DFID  

Darpan Anand FINO Paytech darpan.anand@finopaytech.com 

Deepika Ramachandran Kudumbshree  

Dennis Stolz GIZ  

Devika  Sarin Dimagi dsarin@dimagi.com 

Dipika Prasad Intellecap dipika.prasad@intellecap.com 

Dr. Dinesh Agarwal  KPP/ IPE Global dagarwal@ipeglobal.com 

Dr. K Srinath Reddy Public Health Foundation of India  

Dr. NatesaHamsa KPP/ IPE Global nhamsa@ipeglobal.com 

Dr. Saini Indian Medical Association  

Dr. Valsala Kumari Kudumbshree valsalakumari@gmail.com 

Eittee Gupta FICCI Millennium Alliance eittee.gupta@ficci.com 

Florence I. Weche Government of Kenya info@kenyahicom-delhi.com 

Francis Mutungi UGANDA HIGH COMMISSION fmutungi.mutungi@gmail.com 

Gail Batutis Aakar Innovations Pvt Ltd  

Jaya Singh Verma DFID JS-Verma@dfid.gov.uk 

Kailesh Iyer ICCO Kailash.Iyer@icco-investments.org 

KalpanaViswanath Safetipin viswanath.kalpana@gmail.com 

Lakshmi Iyer Digital Green lakshmi@digitalgreen.org 

Lopa Shah Katha lopa.shah@katha.org 

Madhumita Gupta USAID mgupta@usaid.gov 

mailto:asinha@ifc.org
mailto:a.ali@iccoindia.org
mailto:bduguma@usaid.gov
mailto:bhavani@mssrf.res.in
mailto:dkaur@ipeglobal.com
mailto:dsarin@dimagi.com
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Mamta Kohli DFID  

MucyoRutishisha Government of Uganda  

Namrata Yadav IPE Global nyadav@ipeglobal.com 

NehalSanghvi USAID nsanghavi@usaid.gov 

NirankarSaxena MA  

Pallavi Srivastava IFC pshrivastava1@ifc.org 

Peter Evans DFID  

Prateek Uniyal Innovative Change Collaborative p.uniyal@iccoindia.org 

Priya Paul Kudumbshree  

Raghavendra IPE Global  

Rahel Chakola Intellecap Rahel.chakola@intellecap.net 

Rikin Gandhi Digital Green  

Ritu Bharadwaj KPP/ IPE Global Ritu.Bharadwaj@iipnetwork.org 

Rohit Aswani FINO rohit.aswani@finopaytech.com 
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Sambodhi Ghosh Aakar Innovations Pvt Ltd sombodhi@aakarinnovations.com 

Sangeeta Mehta DFID S-Mehta@dfid.gov.uk 

Sanjay Kumar SEWA Bharat sanjay@sewabharat.org 

Saurabh Srivastava National Innovation Council  

Seema Bhatia-Panthaki DFID S-Panthaki@dfid.gov.uk 

Sehul Shroff Intellecap sehul.shroff@intellecap.com 

Shiela Sudhakaran FICCI sheila.sudhakaran@ficci.com 

Shiva Prasad CGN Research Labs  

Shree Kant Kumar 
National Insurance VimoSewa 
Co-operative Ltd 

vimosale@sewass.org 

Soloni Gosalia 
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Research Labs 
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Subhi Quraishi ZMQ Subhi@zmq.in 
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Sugandh Juneja DFID  
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Sunil Mitra KPP/ IPE Global sunilmitra2007@gmail.com 
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