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Youth Dreamers 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Baltimore, MD August 23, 2013  The Youth Dreamers are closing the doors to the Dream House as a 

youth-run organization, due to lack of funding and support for project-based learning. 

 

How have we impacted the Baltimore community? 
 

We have written more than 84 grants – raising over $900,000 – we have served 618 youth in Baltimore 

City and employed 251, helped high school and middle school students earn 17,578 community service 

hours towards graduation, and had the pleasure of working with 520 volunteers.  All of this and much 

more has led to COUNTLESS success stories of youth and adult involvement. 

 

We are always sad when something important closes, but we are not writing to complain. Since the 

Youth Dreamers have been in existence we have accomplished our goal to provide a supportive 

environment for youth, by providing youth with leadership and management skills and, as a result, have 

changed the perception of youth in this community. We have our beautiful Dream House to prove that 

we have done what we set out to do. 

 

“Everything will be OK in the end. If it’s not OK, then it’s not the end. “–Anonymous 

 

We are currently working on what may be the symbolic ending to a new beginning by writing a book 

called I Am Not a Test Score: Lessons Learned from Dreaming that includes our history, successes, 

and challenges and elaborates on the changes in the educational climate with the new focus and push for 

higher test scores and how that has affected our organization and the work we do for youth in and out 

of our community.  

 

Since we are not going to be able to operate the way we have in past years, after much deliberation we 

have decided to rent the house to a sister organization – Baltimore Teacher Network (BTN), a growing 

network of professional teachers, researchers and community activists, with a stake in the public 

discussion of teaching and learning.  

 

With this rental income, we are hoping to launch a scholarship program that will give youth the 

opportunity to set their goals as we mentor them through college with a personalized support system.  

All of our staff will transition to volunteers. 

 

We would like to thank all our supporters for their continued support and generosity. We extend deep 

gratitude and thanks to our many generous funders through the years.  Please continue to follow us in 

our new chapter on our website, www.youthdreamers.org, on Facebook and on twitter 

@youth_dreamers. 

 

"Youth are uniquely equipped to change the world because they can dream. 

They choose not to accept what is, but to imagine what might be." --Archbishop Desmond Tutu 

 

This press release was written by Youth Dreamers Dominique Davis and Jessica White as part of their summer work with the 

Youth Dreamers.  Off to college they go! 

http://www.youthdreamers.org/

