
Adolf Hitler-Nazi party leader, 1919-1945. German Chancellor, 1933-1945. Called Führer, or su-
preme leader, by the Nazis.

Alibi-Excuse, explanation for wrong-doing

Auschwitz-A complex consisting of concentration, extermination, and labor camps in Upper Silesia. 
It was established in 1940 as a concentration camp and included a killing center in 1942. Auschwitz 
I: The main camp. Auschwitz II (Also known as Birkenau): The extermination center. Auschwitz III 
(Monowitz): The I.G. Farben labor camp, also known as Buna. In addition, there were numerous 
subsidiary camps.

Dachau-Nazi concentration camp in southern Germany. Erected in 1933, this was the first Nazi con-
centration camp. Used mainly to incarcerate German political prisoners until late 1938, whereupon 
large numbers of Jews, Gypsies, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexuals, and other supposed enemies of 
the state and anti-social elements were sent as well. Nazi doctors and scientists used many prisoners 
at Dachau as guinea pigs for experiments. Dachau was liberated by American troops in April 1945.

Devoid-Lacking

Final Solution-A Nazi euphemism for the plan to exterminate the Jews of Europe.

French Resistance-The French Resistance played a vital part in aiding the Allies to success in  
Western Europe - especially leading up to D-Day in June 1944. The French Resistance supplied the 
Allies with vital intelligence reports as well as doing a huge amount of work to disrupt the German 
supply and communication lines within France.

Gestapo-Acronym for Geheime Staatspolizei /ge haim e shtahts po li tsai/, meaning Secret State 
Police. Prior to the outbreak of war, the Gestapo used brutal methods to investigate and suppress 
resistance to Nazi rule within Germany. After 1939, the Gestapo expanded its operations into Nazi-
occupied Europe.

Huguenot-Members of the Protestant Reformed Church of France during the 16th and 17th 
centuries. French Protestants were inspired by the writings of John Calvin in the 1530s, and they were 
called Huguenots by the 1560s. By the end of the 17th century, roughly 200,000 Huguenots had fled 
France during a series of religious persecutions.

Kristallnacht-Known as The Night of the Broken Glass. On this night, November 9, 1938, almost 
200 synagogues were destroyed, over 8,000 Jewish shops were sacked and looted, and tens of 
thousands of Jews were removed to concentration camps. This pogrom received its name because of 
the great value of glass that was smashed during this anti-Jewish riot. Riots took place throughout 
Germany and Austria on that night.
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Lublin/Majdanek-Nazi camp and killing center opened for men and women near Lublin in eastern 
Poland in late 1941. At first a labor camp for Poles and a POW camp for Russians, it was classified as a 
concentration camp in April 1943. Like Auschwitz, it was also a major killing center. Majdonek was 
liberated by the Red Army in July 1944, and a memorial was opened there in November of that year.

Nuremberg Laws-The Nuremberg Laws were announced by Hitler at the Nuremberg Party 
conference, defining “Jew” and systematizing and regulating discrimination and persecution. The 
“Reich Citizenship Law” deprived all Jews of their civil rights, and the “Law for the Protection of 
German Blood and German Honor” made marriages and extra-marital sexual relationships between 
Jews and Germans punishable by imprisonment.

Persecuted-To be targeted and harassed
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Refugee- According to the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees, a refugee is a 
person who “owing to a well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership in a particular social group, or political opinion, is outside the country of his nationality, 
and is unable to or, owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country.”  
While this is not the only definition for a refugee it is unconditionally the most crucial. Its origins are 
to be found in the protection instruments drafted by the international community, in view of events 
prior to 1951.

“Righteous Gentiles/ Among the Nations”- Non-Jewish people who, during the Holocaust, 
risked their lives to save Jewish people from Nazi persecution. Today, a field of trees planted in their 
honor at the Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem, Israel, commemorates their courage and 
compassion.

Scapegoating - The practice of singling out any party for unmerited negative treatment or blame as 
a scapegoat.

Velodrome d’Hiver- This was an indoor bicycle racing cycle track and stadium located in Paris, 
France.  In July 1942, French police, acting under orders from the German authorities in Occupied 
Paris, used the velodrome to hold thousands of Jews who were victims in a mass arrest. The Jews 
were held at the velodrome before they were moved to a concentration camp in the Parisian suburbs 
at Drancy, then to the extermination camp at Auschwitz. The incident became known as the “Vel’ 
d’Hiv Roundup”.

Vichy government-Government of France which collaborated with the Axis powers from July 1940 
to August 1944, during the Second World War. The Vichy regime maintained some legal authority in 
the northern zone of France (the Zone occupée).

Yad Vashem-Israel’s official memorial to the Jewish victims of the Holocaust, established in 1953 
through the Yad Vashem Law passed by the Knesset, Israel’s parliament.

Ration Cards-During World War II, many supplies that we take for granted 
were in very short supply, mostly because they were needed by the military. 
Gasoline, tires, butter, and many other goods were not readily available. As a 
means of promoting “fairness” in the distribution of scarce supplies, a ration 
card system was imposed. Thus, ration cards are cards or stamps that allowed 
the government to ration out food and supplies to that card or stamp holder 
when they were in short supply.
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