
 

 

Our Promise to Minnesota Retailers 

A Minnesota Retailers Association (MnRA) membership is 
good business. MnRA tells your story every day for the 
betterment of the industry and provides you access to 
member benefits that simply cannot be efficiently accessed 
on your own. 

 

Our promise to the retail industry: MnRA will save members  
time and money, while making Minnesota a stronger place for  
retailers to do business.  

 

MnRA membership is open to retailers (retail members) and organizations providing products and services to the 
retail industry (associate members).   

 

An investment in your business through MnRA membership provides access to a range of services and products 
addressing the needs of retailers with 1 to 1,000 locations. MnRA is dependably the voice of retail and focused on 
the bottom line of businesses. See below for a digest of MnRA offerings. 

 

Public Policy & Advocacy…..…..……………..………………………………………………………………. 

Since 1952, the Minnesota Retailers Association (MnRA) has been the champion of retail business in Minnesota. In 
fact our mission is to “promote, preserve and enhance an essential retail industry in the state by developing 
public policy.” Our three track approach to taking a leadership role in promoting free market ideals at the state 
capitol involve thoughtful development of public policy positions, strong advocacy, and support of candidates 
and elected officials whose actions support retail. 

  

Member Benefits……..…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MnRA operates a strong vendor partnership program called RetailPlus+, giving members access to products and 
services with an economy of scale usually reserved for large corporations.  In addition, National Retail Federation 
membership comes bundled with MnRA membership at no extra cost, including access to discounts and 
programs with national leverage.     

 

Training, Events, & Trends……………………………………………………………………………………. 

MnRA hosts monthly best practice educational events and webinars, as well as annual events such as our MnRA 
Legislative Wrap Up Golf Outing, and Annual Meeting. MnRA’s training and events provide our members access 
to trends and education vital to operating a Minnesota retail business.  

 

Connections……...…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

MnRA keeps members connected to government, the retail community, and most important other retailers 
willing to share experiences. From one-on-one meetings to our e-mail subscription lists, MnRA makes 
connections where it matters. 
 

It takes one step to invest in your business through MnRA membership: Call 651.227.6631, e-mail mnra@mnretail.org, 

or visit www.mnretail.org/join.  
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Dependably the Voice of Retail 

Since 1952, the Minnesota Retailers Association (MnRA) has been the 
champion of retail business in Minnesota.  

 

Our mission: To promote, preserve and enhance an essential retail industry in 
the state by developing public policy.  

 

MnRA carries out that mission by taking a leadership role in promoting 
free market ideals at the state capitol. The past 60 years have taught us 
that working with Minnesota legislators is critical to shaping the retail 
industry's legislative agenda now and in the years to come. We must 
ensure that lawmakers know us, hear us, and respond to us.  

 

We accomplish this in 3 ways: public policy development; advocacy; and 
our Retailers IMPACT initiative. 
 

Public Policy Development……..……………..………………………………………………………………. 

Each year MnRA meets with its Legislative Policy Committee to establish and prioritize legislative issues for the 
upcoming session.  Legislative priorities are determined through feedback received from members though our 
annual Legislative Survey, the current political environment, and partnering organizations’ legislative agendas.  
Bill introductions at the legislature are carefully analyzed based on their effect on the retail industry.  MnRA 
members are updated weekly on issues through our Capitol Connect e-mail.  Members also are invited to 
participate in weekly teleconference calls throughout the legislative session for up-to-date information on the 
issues most important to the retail industry.  
 

Advocacy………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………… 

MnRA employs an in-house government relations professional dedicated to focusing on legislative priorities 
critical to the retail industry. This gives MnRA members eyes and ears on the ground at the capitol. MnRA’s 
lobbyist works to maintain relationships with legislators and the retail industry.  
 

Additionally, MnRA hosts an Annual Retail Day on the Capitol, providing members the opportunity to 
personally connect with their legislators and discuss how proposed regulations or law changes impact their 
business.    
 

Retailers IMPACT…………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

MnRA closely monitors elections and provides support and campaign funding through our IMPACT fund to 
candidates on both sides of the political aisle who are with us on key retail issues. Minnesota Retailers 
Association IMPACT is a voluntary, non-profit fund whose contributors consist of retailers, affiliates, and others 
interested in the success of retail in Minnesota. IMPACT’s role is to provide its donors with the means for 
concerted political action. IMPACT is funded through personal contributions and is not supported by 
membership dollars. 
 

For more information about how you can get involved, contact MnRA at 651-227-6631 or mnra@mnretail.org. Invest in 

your business by joining at www.mnretail.org/join. 
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Bottom Line Certified Benefits 

A Minnesota Retailers Association (MnRA) membership is good business. MnRA saves 
members time and money, while making Minnesota a better place for retailers to do 
business. A MnRA membership covers a range of benefits designed to address the needs 
of retailers from 1 location to 1,000 throughout Minnesota. 

 

Bottom Line Certified Benefits: MnRA’s member benefit offerings are based on the practical needs 
of today’s retailers. From educational seminars to product offerings, we leverage our statewide and 
national network to make things happen faster, utilizing an economy of scale that is available 
exclusively to MnRA members. Each benefit must pass our “Bottom Line Certified Benefit” test in 
order to be offered to members, ensuring value, convenience, and quality. 

 

RetailPlus+ Buying Group……..……………..…………………………………………………………………. 

MnRA brings the collective clout of members together to offer savings on the products and services retailers need 
to run an efficient business. These affordable products and services help Minnesota retailers navigate the often 
complicated terrain of operating as a retailer.  Our RetailPlus+ buying group program offers discount 
opportunities on products and services from top vendors. From payroll to labor practices, members find what 
they need in our RetailPlus+ buying group. 

 

Monthly Educational Events…….……………………………………………………………………………… 

Members of MnRA can attend our monthly educational events free of charge as each is included with 
membership. These events cover a variety of retail-centric topics including customer service, retail trends, 
building relationships, and sales. MnRA frequently offers webinar options for members that are unable to attend 
seminars in person.  

 

Membership into the National Retail Federation (NRF)……………………………..……………. 

Retail members of MnRA who operate only in the state of Minnesota are automatically enrolled into NRF. This 
no-additional-cost-membership saves members $95.00 annually. NRF membership includes enrollment in the 
State Leadership Group, members-only access to NRF web resources, on-line access to STORES magazine, the 
Washington Retail Insider, and a subscription to SmartBrief and Main Street small business publications. Members of 
MnRA also receive discounts on publications, meetings, and conventions. 

 

Retail News & Publications ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

MnRA keeps members up-to-date on the most recent trends and issues impacting Minnesota retail businesses. 
Through several publications MnRA is able to educate retailers about key issues that touch their bottom line. 
MnRA members receive our weekly news Retail Beat e-mail and quarterly RetailersEdge newsletter, along with our 
Capitol Connection public affairs e-mail. In addition, members have access to our library of past issues of session 
legislative reports, and It's the Law Guidebook. 

 

For more information about how you can get involved, contact MnRA at 651-227-6631 or mnra@mnretail.org. Invest in 

your business by joining at www.mnretail.org/join. 
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Associate Members*    Investment 

- Up to $249,999………………………$250 

- $250,000 - $499,999……………….…$400 

- $500,000 - $749,999…….…………....$550 

- $750,000 - $1,000,000…….………….$700 

- Over $1 Million………….………  $1,000 

* Associate members provide goods and services  

 to retailers. 

Retail Members     Investment 

- Up to $100,000………………………$100 

- $100,001 - $200,000……………….…$150 

- $200,001 - $300,000……………….…$200 

- $300,001 - $400,000……………….…$250 

- $400,001 - $500,000……………….…$300 

- $500,001 - $650,000……………….…$400 

- $650,001 - $1,000,000………………..$500 

- Over $1 Million………………….….$550, plus $350 for each additional million 

 

 

Membership Registration 

Legal name of company: 

Doing business as name:   

Main contact name & title:   

Address:                                    City:                                      State/zip: 

Phone:                                                     Cell phone:                                              Fax:                          

E-mail:                                                                                       Website: 

Annual sales revenue in Minnesota: 

Number of locations/stores in Minnesota:                                              Number of employees in Minnesota:   

 
   Annual membership investment schedule, based on Minnesota state gross annual sales amount: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Complimentary associates listing(s): 

If you have additional staff that you want to add to our database, please list them below. 

Name: ____________________________________________________    Email:_________________________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________    Email:_________________________________ 

Name: ____________________________________________________    Email:_________________________________ 

  Please return this application with a check/credit card information to MnRA at: 

  Minnesota Retailers Association, 400 Robert Street North, Suite 1540, St. Paul, MN  55101 

  Alternate options: 1) Fax this completed registration to (651) 297-6260; or 2) Join online at mnretail.org/join. 

Credit Card Type: 

Account Number:                                                           Expiration Date:                                   CVV (3 digit code): 

Name on Card:                                                                                                                  Billing Zip Code for Card: 

Signature: 

 

Important Notice: 50% of membership dues are not deductible as a business expense because MnRA engages in legislative  

representation on behalf of its members.  Dues, contributions, or gifts to MnRA are not tax deductible as charitable 
contributions. MnRA membership dues are non-refundable. 
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