
PROJECT SPACES: BUS WRAP

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

!
SUMMARY 

The Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation’s Project Spaces initiative, in partnership with 

the Des Moines Area Regional Transit Authority, requests qualifications from artists/artist-

teams to create a unique design to wrap around a large transit bus. 

!
BACKGROUND 

The Greater Des Moines Public Art Foundation (GDMPAF) is a nonprofit organization that 

places art in public spaces through public and private collaborations. It is responsible 

for advancing and administering the affairs and activities of the community’s pubic arts 

program and assisting to provide public art by venerated professional artists as part of 

civic and private sector development and community initiatives. It believes that identity, 

distinctiveness, and meaning are added to a specific site by integrating works of art and 

the creative thinking of artists into the design. www.dsmpublicartfoundation.org.  

Through its ongoing Project Spaces initiative, GDMPAF seeks to place compelling, 

temporary works of art in highly accessible and visible public spaces. 

The Des Moines Area Regional Transit Authority (DART) is the largest public transit 

agency in Iowa, serving 19 cities in and around Polk County to varying degrees. DART has 

a fleet of more than 95 buses that travel more than 9,200 miles daily in the greater Des 

Moines area. The total metropolitan population is approximately 500,000. DART serves 

over 15,000 people daily. www.ridedart.com 

!
ABOUT 

The Project Spaces initiative seeks qualifications for artists to design a“full” bus wrap 

for large transit bus. The design concept must be suitable for all ages. One or more 

professional artists will be selected to present a proposal for a complete project. A 

template for a DART bus wrap will be provided. Assistance transcribing finished artwork 

into appropriate printing formats is available. The wrap will be used throughout DART’s 

service area for approximately one year. 
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TIMELINE 

• RFQ Deadline: Friday, 30 May 2014 

• Finalists Notification: 4 June 2014 

• Finalists Concept Deadline: 23 June 2014 

• Announcement of Selected Artist/Team: 3 July 2014 

!
BUDGET 

Selected artists will receive $500 to develop proposals. 

The selected proposal will receive an additional $1,000 for production.  

Printing and installation of the wrap will be provided as part of this project and will not 

impinge on the artist fees listed above. 

!
ELIGIBILITY 

The call is open to all professional artists/artist teams, 18 and older, residing in the 

United States. Artists residing in Iowa with previous experience in public art projects are 

encouraged to submit qualifications for the DART/Project Spaces Bus Wrap. The 

deadline for submissions is 20 May, at Midnight Mountain Time.  

All materials must be submitted through CaFE™ (www.callforentry.org)  

!
SELECTION PROCESS AND CRITERIA FOR DART/PROJECT SPACES BUS WRAP 

Proposals will be reviewed by a committee selected from members of the Project 

Spaces initiative and from the GDMPAF Board and executive staff. The review committee 

will score applicants based on the criteria listed below.  

!
REVIEW CRITERIA 

Artistic excellence (as demonstrated by mastery of skills, appropriateness of media, and 

artistic concepts); 
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Previous Experience (as demonstrated through images and resume); and 

Perceived ability to complete design on time and within budget. 

!
SUBMISSION MATERIALS  

The submission must include all of the information and materials described below. All 

materials must be submitted through CaFE™ (www.callforentry.org).  

1. Artist Statement of Interest.  

2. Two-Page Resume (uploaded as a PDF) that outlines professional accomplishments. 

2.1. As part of the resume include three professional references (name, affiliated 

organization, email address and phone number).  

2.2.For team applications, include two-page resumes and three professional 

references for each member.  

2.3.Fewer references are appropriate if they endorse the artists as a team. 

3. A minimum of six (6) and maximum of eight (8) images of Past Work (uploaded as 

JPEG files) illustrating two to four completed site-specific public art projects (we 

suggest two to three views of each project).  

3.1. Examples must illustrate projects within the context of a specific site. These 

images are the primary way the quality of your work is evaluated.  

3.2.Regrettably, moving image files will not be accepted. Artists specializing in 

kinetic or sound works should describe the action of the piece in the Image 

Identification List. 

4. Image Identification List (uploaded as a PDF) that provides project title, location, date 

completed, media, dimensions, budget, commissioning agency, project partners, 

brief description of the project/conceptual information. 

!
ARTIST TEAMS 

If available, please include images of work that demonstrate a collaborative effort to 

create an artwork by all members of the team. 

!
###
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