
Michelle Kelly is the founder of Pure Knead, an allergy-friendly bakery located in Decatur. She 
created Pure Knead to address a critical need for high quality, allergy-friendly food for those 
whose lives are affected by food sensitivities and allergies. With an Italian grandfather who was 
a master chef and her own deep Southern roots, Michelle has had a love affair with good food 
her entire life. When her oldest child was diagnosed with food intolerances, she knew she had 
to address the needs of an underserved community. Coming from an investment banking and 
corporate finance background, she was able to marry her passion for baking high-quality 
products with her business knowledge to create Pure Knead. 

Mike Perkins, M.Ed., has been an educator for 18 years, and is currently the principal of a Title 
1 school in metro Atlanta.  He is a speaker and trainer, as well as a parent of a child diagnosed 
with ADHD, Tourette’s and a learning disability. His warmth, humor, and genuine 
understanding unfailingly provide inspiration to professionals and parents. His speaking 
experience includes educators, counselors and parents – elementary through college - on local, 
state, and national levels.  He is the co-author of a book for teens on ADHD. 

Michelle Kelly    2:30 PM 
The Gluten Free Diet and Beyond: 
Strategies for a Healthy, Happy Childhood 

Mike Perkins    3:00 PM 
Empowering Children and Teens:  Strategies for 
AD/HD and Weaknesses in Executive Function 

Gayle Born, Jim Trotti and Mary Jane Trotti 
3:30 PM Social Skills 

Gayle Born is an educational therapist with Parkaire Consultants.  Her services 
include academic therapy, IEP/504 plan consultation, school placement, and 
group therapy for social skills success for children ages four through high school.  
Gayle’s background in Special Education/Learning Disabilities has led her to serve 
children with neurological disorders.  She has been a teacher, administrator, and 
is now in private practice, spanning over 35 years.   



Jim Trotti is a therapist with Parkaire Consultants.  He has additional training as 
a personal fitness trainer and combines physical activity with his counseling 
services.  Jim also works as a high school learning specialist at a private school in 
the Atlanta area.  In addition to his private practice, Jim runs social skills groups 
of all ages.  He specializes in communication skills for students on the autistic 
spectrum.  Jim teaches and leads Camp Friendship, a summer camp for students 
with social deficits, during the summer months.   

Mary Jane Trotti is an Educational Therapist with Parkaire Consultants, a clinic 
that serves neurologically impaired children, adolescents, and adults.  In 
addition to her individual activity-based cognitive therapy, Mary Jane runs social 
skills therapy groups for children ages 4 to adult.  With dual training in 
Counseling and Education, Mary Jane works in helping children and adults in 
both the social and school arena.  She has taught at every level of education 
from pre-school to college.   

Ms. Danielle M. Moore and Crystal Downs
4:00 PM    Learning Attention and Processing 

Danielle received a Bachelor’s Degree from the State University of New York in 
Speech and Language Pathology with a minor concentration in English Literature. 
She received her Master’s Degree in Communication Disorders and Sciences and 
her Teacher Certificate for the Speech and Hearing Handicapped at The College 
of Saint Rose. She is a current member of the American Speech Language and 
Hearing Association.  She has worked in both public and private schools in New 
York and Georgia, as well as in private practice.  

Crystal serves children with academic and communication difficulties.  She 
earned her Bachelor's Degree in Psychology from the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and Masters Degree in Communication Disorders from the 
University of Massachusetts at Amherst. She holds her Certificate of Clinical 
Competence from the American Speech and Hearing Association and a Georgia 
Speech-Language Pathology license. Crystal has assisted children with ADD & 
ADHD, apraxia, auditory processing, autistic spectrum, brain injury, cerebral 
palsy, cognitive-linguistic difficulties, executive functioning, fluency disorders, 
food aversions, receptive-expressive language difficulties, learning differences, 
and cognitive dificulties.  

Ann Leverette    4:30 PM 
App Showdown…Getting Your Child Writing! 

ATL3, Inc. began in 2002 to provide assistive technology training to children and adults with 
disabilities. Ann has an M.Ed. from UGA and has worked in both environmental and experiential 
education, as well as public and private school education for 35 years. She has provided 
technology services for several private schools in the Atlanta area, as well as teacher and 
professional trainings in assistive technology. Technology can have a profound impact on a 
child’s life but lacks value if the user lacks training or willingness to use it. The “L” in ATL3, Inc. is 
important because without "Learning," the technology is just an expensive paper weight. Ann is 
also an adapted swimming teacher specializing in helping children whose sensory issues, 
extreme anxiety or motor planning issues prevent the child from being successful in typical 
swim classes. 




