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The much-anticipated 
Peninsula Paris will make its 
debut as the first Peninsula 
Hotel in Europe when it opens 
its doors on Avenue Kléber on 1 
August 2014. The meticulously 
restored building boasts a 
history that dates back to 1908, 
and a prime location close 
to the Arc de Triomphe and 
Champs Elysées. In line with 
the brand’s revered reputation, 
the hotel is expected to set 
spectacular new standards in 
design, luxury and technology. 

Special introductory rates have 
now been released, and they 
will be valid for stays from 1 
to 31 August.

 The Avant-Prèmiere room-
only rate is €695, with guests 
enjoying a spacious Superior 
Room with signature Peninsula 
marble bathroom and separate 
dressing room. Début rates 
start from €750 and include 
accommodation in a Superior 
Room and full breakfast for two.

READ MORE

PENINSUla PaRIS’ 
INTRODUCTORy RaTES

IT’S OffICIal: SEvEN-STaR lUxURy aT QamEa
In Malaysia over the weekend, 
the prestigious Seven Star 
Global Luxury awards saw 
Qamea resort & Spa in Fiji 
receive one of the top awards: 
the coveted Seven Star Global 
Luxury Award and Signum 
Virtutis – the Seal of Excellence. 
The honour provides resounding 
proof of the property’s status 
at the top of the luxury travel 

industry. The new Remote 
Resort and Yasawa Island Resort 
and Spa were the only other 
two Fijian resorts to receive 
award recognition. Qamea is no 
stranger to acclaim, having been 
awarded a 2014 TripAdvisor’s 
Travelers’ Choice Award, the 
title of Leading Boutique Hotel 
in the Fiji Islands in the World 
Travel Awards, amongst other 

titles. The hidden resort gem 
offers pure indulgence, romance 
and activities aplenty.  With just 
17 intimate, luxury bures and a 
world-renowned Jungle Spa, the 
Resort is an oasis of lush tropical 
flora, skirted by two kilometres 
of pristine white sand and 
tranquil waters.

www.qamea.com 

fOllOw ThE POlaR BEaRS  
ON a PhOTO SafaRI 
For travellers wanting an 
exclusive photography 
trip led by a world-famous 
photographer, arctic kingdom 
has an unbeatable experience 
currently on offer. The award-
winning photographer and 
author of ‘Cold Places’, Sue 
Flood, will be departing with 
a maximum travel group of 
just eight people on a Polar 
Bear Migration Fly-In Photo 
Safari on 10 November 2014. 
Guests fly in and stay in the 
company’s Polar Bear Cabins 

on the coast of Hudson Bay, 
Canada. Acting as the special 
photography guide, Flood will 
be with budding photographers 
as they lap up the unique 
and remote location, gaining 
fabulous perspectives of the 
majestic animals.

www.arctickingdom.com
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Six new members have been 
inducted into the exclusive 
ranks of the Leading Hotels 
of the World collection. The 
new additions are The Sport 
Hotel Hermitage & Spa in 
the ski region of Soldeu, 
Andorra; Amsterdam’s 
Conservatorium Hotel; the 
Golden Savoy beside the 
Bodrum coast in Turkey; 
Arakur Ushuaia Resort & 
Spa which lies in the Reserva 

Natural Cerro Alarken in 
Argentina; Casa San Agustin 
in Colombia’s heritage-
listed Cartegena; and The 
Hermitage in Jakarta. The 
collection only encompasses 
the ultimate in luxury 
accommodation, with each 
of these properties boasting 
only the best in services, 
dining and facilities.

www.lhw.com 

NEw BUSINESS lOUNgE OPENS IN la
This week Qantas, alongside 
Cathay Pacific and British 
airways, unveiled the new 
LA Business Lounge at Los 
Angeles International Airport. 
Reflecting Californian culture, 
the lounge accommodates 
400 customers and offers a 
swathe of features including 
a communal fireplace, a 
central glass atrium, and a 
new dining area and cocktail 
bar with barista service. The 
area also offers enhanced 
buffet selections, faster Wi-Fi, 
new workstations and nine 

shower suites with Aurora 
Spa amenities. All phases of 
the lounge are expected to 
be complete in early 2015, 
after which the lounge will 
accommodate 600 customers, 
with a dedicated ‘Family Zone’ 
and dining area, as well as 
seven additional shower suites. 
Qantas have also announced 
a refurbishment of the Qantas 
First Lounge, to be completed 
in line with this new business 
class space. 

READ MORE

CENTaRa malDIvES IS fOR lOvERS
The Maldives is one of 
the world’s most romantic 
destinations for honeymooners, 
and Centara Grand island 
resort & Spa maldives 
channels this seamlessly.  
Its all-inclusive programme 
includes everything from 
champagne breakfasts  
through to sunset cocktails,  
lazy times in the spa to exciting 
off-island excursions (as well  
as all meals and wine). 

 Honeymooners are also 
treated to a free bottle of 
sparkling wine upon arrival, 
along with a personal gift from 

the resort. Centara will happily 
arrange private dinner, with 
a special option to dine on 
a completely deserted beach 
with butlers serving from a 
beachside mobile kitchen. 

There is plenty of leisure 
action, both on and off the 
island: snorkelling and diving, 
island trips, sunset cruises, 
feeding sting rays, swimming 
with whale sharks, fishing trips, 
a complimentary US$100 spa 
credit, a beachside cocktail 
party every evening and more.

www.centarahotelsresorts.com

SEaSONal DEalS fROm PEPPERS
This winter season, Peppers 
Hotels and resorts across 
Australia are offering a number 
of special deals that will help all 
high-end travellers indulge in 
the way that they most desire. 
From discounted dining, spa 
treatments and free additional 
nights amid the luxuries of 
Peppers Ruffles Lodge & Spa in 
the Gold Coast Hinterland, to 

special photography escapades 
on offer at Peppers Cradle 
Mountain Lodge in Tasmania, a 
vast array of special savings and 
experiences are now available. 
Other destinations boasting 
seasonal Peppers delights include 
the Tweed Coast, Hunter Valley 
and the Southern Highlands.

READ MORE
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Anantara Kihavah has 
welcomed Joseph lassus into 
its team as the new resident 
Marine Biologist. with his arrival, 
guests will be able to draw upon 
his expert knowledge as they 
descend into the regions dazzling 
underwater offerings.  
www.anantara.com

Qatar Airways has marked 
its sixth us gateway, with the 
launch of its new service to 
Miami International Airport. 
The development follows close 
behind the commencement of a 
Middle east-Philadelphia service 
in April, with services to Dallas/
Fort worth to commence in July. 
www.qatarairways.com

Centara Hotels & resorts have 
officially opened  the first 17 
units of its five-star Centara 
grand azuri Residences & 
Suites mauritius. A further 15 
units will follow by mid July and, 
once finished, the property will 
feature 57 serviced residences, 
townhouses and penthouses.  
www.centarahotelsresorts.com

Hilton worldwide has  
announced plans to open a 
new property in Qatar. The 
hilton Salwa Beach Resort 
& villas, Qatar is expected 
to cover a full 104 hectares 
on the coastline, featuring a 
water park, luxury marina, yacht 
club, a dive centre, cinemas, 
shopping and restaurants.  
www.hiltonworldwide.com

La Compagnie – the new all-
business-class airline – is set to 
begin trips between Paris Charles 
De Gaulle Airport and newark 
International Airport in July this 
year. It will commence operations 
with a redesigned Boeing 757-
200, with four to five weekly 
flights available throughout 
the summer period.  
www.lacompagnie.com 

NEWS iN BriEf
ThE 5 ThINgS I’D 
DONE wRONg  
aS a lEaDER
CEO and co-founder of finance 
advisory company Wealth 
Enhancers, Finn Kelly shares 
his, “Aha!” moment when he 
realised it had been his fault his 
company hadn’t reached some 
goals. What were his mistakes? 
The top five all people. 

1. He didn’t continuously 
remind people of a set vision.

2. He let the team change goals

3. He hired the wrong people 
(and did not get them sitting 
on the right seats on the bus)

4. He made decisions based on 
people, not the company’s 
vision and values

5. He didn’t let his team know 
what he was feeling

Read the solutions he found: 
www.businessinsider.com.au

BuSiNESS iNSidEr tiPS

NEw vaNUaTU wEBSITE  
JUST fOR TRavEl agENTS
Need to know more about 
Vanuatu? Want to win a famil 
or take advantage of $50 agent 
airfares? The vanuatu tourism 
office (VTO) has launched 
a practical trade micro-site, 
specifically to educate and 
inform travel agents about the 
destination. It features newly 
launched online training, 
powered by ‘Your Workshops’, 
where agents who complete 
the training become ‘Vanuatu 
Specialists’ and are given the 

chance to win a spot on a famil 
trip at the end of the year.

In a move to add more 
colour and character to the 
usual format of a trade site, 
the VTO has partnered with 
passionate Vanuatu advocate 
Steven Jacobs (presenter on 
Channel Nine’s TODAY show), 
and the site will also feature 
Steven’s firsthand Vanuatu 
travel experiences and tips. 

READ MORE

EAN – ExECutivE 
AssistANt NEtworK
Canberra
24 - 25 July, 2014
www.executiveassistant.com

LuxpEriENCE 
Sydney 
31 August - 3 September, 2014 
www.luxperience.com.au

pAtA trAvEL MArt – thE 
pACifiC AsiA trAvEL 
AssoCiAtioN  
Phnom Penh, Cambodia
17 - 19 September, 2014
www.pata.org

iLtM AMEriCAs 
Mexico 
22 - 25 September, 2014 
www.iltm.net/americas

iLtM spA 
London
29 September - 1 October, 
2014
www.iltm.net/spa

worLd trAvEL MArKEt 
(wtM) LoNdoN
ExCel London
3 - 6 November, 2014
www.wtmlondon.com

purE LifE ExpEriENCEs 
Palais des Congrès,  
Marrakech
November, 2014 
www.purelifeexperiences.com

EiBtM – GLoBAL 
MEEtiNGs ANd  
EvENts Expo
Barcelona, Spain
18 - 20 November 2014 
www.eibtm.com

INDUSTRy EvENTS

CLiCK hErE for upCoMiNG EvENts  
froM JuLy 2014
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G O u r M e T  n e w s

wINTER COCkTaIlS aT 
EmPORIUm hOTEl  
Brisbane’s Emporium Hotel is 
an unmissable fixture on the 
region’s cocktail circuit, and it 
has created a Winter Cocktail 
Bar Menu to warm the soul. 
The hotel’s famed Cocktail 
Bar offers a drink selection 
that is a stepped adventure, 
now accompanied by a drink-
inspired Winter Bites menu. 
Staff of the bar take inspiration 
from classic sips, adding 

polish and twists to forgotten 
nostalgic favourites using only 
the finest quality spirits and 
ingredients. Creating a ‘food 
trail’ theme, the cocktails are 
listed under Entrées, Mains, 
Desserts and All Day Classics, 
all of them good enough to eat. 
Click through to explore the  
menu on offer.

READ  MORE 

ExPERIENCE ElEPhaNT COffEE 
aT JahN RESTaURaNT 
The award-winning Jahn 
restaurant at Conrad koh 
Samui resort & Spa, has 
introduced a new coffee menu 
featuring the elusive Black 
Ivory Elephant Coffee; one of 
the most interesting coffees in 
the world. It is created through 
a process that sees it naturally 
refined by elephants at the 
Golden Elephant Triangle 
Foundation in Chiang Saen, 
northern Thailand. The best 
Thai Arabica beans are hand-
picked from an altitude as high 
as 1500 metres above sea level, 
consumed by the elephants 

and later deposited by them. 
After this the individual beans 
are sundried and roasted, and 
it takes around 10,000 beans 
to create each kilogram of 
roasted Black Ivory Coffee. 
While it may sound odd, it is 
a unique culinary experience 
not to be missed. The coffee 
is exclusively served at Jahn 
restaurant, priced at THB 1200 
per set (serving up to four 
persons). It is also subject to a 
10 per cent service charge and 
applicable government taxes. 

www.conradkohsamui.com 

lE méRIDIEN REINvENTS ThE éClaIR
In line with National Chocolate 
Éclair Day (22 June), Le 
méridien Hotels & resorts 
this week announced the 
launch of its first-ever global 
éclair programme, seeing it 
partner with award-winning 
pastry chef, Johnny Iuzzini. The 
hotel group will offer guests a 
variety of modern twists on the 
chic Parisian treat, including 
both classic tastes and unique 
destination-inspired creations. 

Each hotel will offer modern 
takes on the signature flavours 
of coffee, chocolate and vanilla, 
and create one locally-infused 
treat, such as the Dulce de 
Leche Éclair, infused with 
coconut at Le Méridien 
Panama. Across the globe the 
company will also host exciting 
on-property events and offers 
that celebrate the French treat.

READ MORE
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C r u I s e  n e w s

SEaBOURN JOINS wITh UNESCO
Seabourn has signed an 
agreement with the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) in a unique alliance 
to help protect World Heritage. 
The ultra-luxe cruise line has 
committed to raising one-million 
dollars for UNESCO as part of its 
new multi-year agreement.

For cruise guests, this alliance 
means that their travels on 
Seabourn’s intimate, all-suite 
ships will be enhanced with 
deeper insight and behind-
the-scenes information about 
current and future World 

Heritage sites and projects. 
Speakers with special knowledge 
will sail on ships as a part of the 
line’s Seabourn Conversations 
programme, and fares for 
optional excursions to World 
Heritage Sites will now include 
a small donation to UNESCO’s 
World Heritage Fund.

The company will also 
create special World Heritage 
Discovery Tours at a number 
of ports worldwide, with 
exclusive enhanced content 
on World Heritage.

READ MORE

ChRISTmaS CRUISINg  
wITh UNIwORlD
To mark the end-of-year festive 
season, the uniworld Boutique 
river Cruise Collection is 
offering seven all-inclusive 
cruises along Europe’s Rhine, 
Main, Danube, and Seine 
rivers. These offerings include 
for free the company’s ‘Taste 
of Christmas’ programme 
which sees cruisers alight to 
enjoy the Christmas Markets in 
cities such as Vienna, Paris and 
Frankfurt. Every tour wraps up 
with treats from a local vendor, 

like gingerbread in Germany 
or vanillekipferi in Austria. 
Varying in each itinerary,  
other excursions include  
horse-drawn wagon rides in  
the Bavarian Forest, New  
Year’s Eve concerts or private 
palace tours. All Holiday River 
Cruises include gratuities, 
airport transfers, shore 
excursions, and onboard meals 
with unlimited beverages.

READ MORE

PETS ahOy ON QUEEN maRy 2
High-end travellers do not 
have to leave their pets at home 
when they hit the high seas. 
Many people are unaware that 
Cunard’s esteemed Queen 
Mary 2 vessel has kennels 
on board for transatlantic 
voyages between Southampton, 
Hamburg and New York. 
Both cats and dogs are 
accommodated in the kennels, 
and are cared for by a full-
time Kennel Master. The ship 

features a pet play area and 
dog-walking zone, with pets 
provided access to Frisbees, 
toys, premium food, freshly 
baked healthy cookies, fleece 
blankets and more. Should 
passengers wish to make use of 
this service, they can enjoy all 
the ship’s delights, with special 
visiting hours which can be 
spent with their furry friend.

www.cunardline.com.au
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F I V e  s T A r  K I D s

BlaCkOUT-fREE famIly  
fUN aT NaNUkU
Breaking from the popular 
resort snare of having blackout 
periods over school holidays, 
Fiji’s new five-star escape, 
Nanuku resort & Spa, has 
released a five-night ‘Family of 
Four’ special that can be used 
by travellers any time until 19 
December this year.

From just AU$7190, a 
family of two adults and two 
children can enjoy a five-night 
stay for the price of four in a 
two-bedroom Duplex Villa 
with private plunge pool, all 
meals and a host of added 

extras. These include private 
car transfers from Nadi or Suva 
International Airports, butler 
and nanny services, free Wi-Fi, 
golf buggy use, non-motorised 
water sports, complimentary 
access to the resort’s ‘Lai lai’ 
kids’ club, and a wide range of 
age-appropriate activities for 
older children.

This offer must be bought 
before 31 July, and rates for 
additional children are available 
on request.

www.nanukufiji.com 

kIDS gET COOkINg
Just 90 minutes out of 
Melbourne, the boutique hotel 
Lake House has launched a 
new cooking school offering 
a huge variety of cooking 
classes and demonstrations. 
Among the offerings of truffle, 
butchery and season-inspired 
Masterclasses, the property is 
running a unique ‘Cooking for 
Kids’ option during the School 
Holidays on 6 July. It will be a 
session packed with fun and 
learning, run by Masterchef 

Alumni and KitchenWhiz 
host Alice Zaslavsky. The 
price is $85 per child, with 
the experience running for 
90 minutes (11:30am until 
1pm) which includes a special 
kids’ lunch. Being the holiday 
period, families may be 
easily swayed to extend the 
experience with a stay in the 
luxe hotel located right beside 
Lake Daylesford.

www.lakehouse.com.au 

famIlIES fly-IN,  
fly-OUT TO CaSTaway 
Families will find that getting 
there can be half the fun with 
Castaway island’s five-night 
Fly-In Fly-Out Package 
which comes complete with 
scenic helicopter and sea 
plane transfers from/to Nadi 
Airport for the ultimate Fijian 
escape. The package also 
includes a banana boat ride, an 
escorted snorkelling safari, a 
dolphin safari excursion, and 
a sunset cruise for four. All 
of this can be enjoyed from 

F$9480 (around AU$5600) 
for four adults or two adults 
and two children, with travel 
agents receiving a 10 per 
cent commission. A slightly 
different price and itinerary is 
also available for couples. The 
offer is valid until 31 March 
2015, and terms and conditions 
apply. It’s the superstar way for 
families to enjoy the beautiful 
Mamanuca Islands.

www.castawayfiji.com/book 
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I n D u s T r y  e V e n T s

In a bid to tackle the 
increasingly fierce competition 
from other destinations in 
the Pacific, tahiti tourisme 
unveiled its new global brand 
to the Australian travel 
industry in a colourful event in 
Sydney on Wednesday night. 
Developed by the Melbourne 
office of FutureBrand, the 
rebranding addresses the 
nation’s need to standout in the 
increasingly competitive world 
of global tourism. Drawing on 
the untouched natural beauty, 
sophisticated luxury and 
authentic culture of the Islands 
of Tahiti, the new brand will be 
rolled out over the remainder 
of the year. 

www.tahitinow.com.au

TahITI TOURISmE 
UNvEIlS NEw 
glOBal BRaND 
IDENTITy

LATTE was fortunate to attend 
a celebratory dinner that 
launched the new ‘an affair 
with italy travel directory’ 
on 18 June 2014. 

The event saw four 
acclaimed Italian Chefs 
– Allesandro Pavoni of 
Lombardy, Giovanni Pilu of 
Sardinia, Gabriele Taddeucci of 
Tuscany, and Eugenio Maiale 
of Abruzzo – bring their 
heritage to the table, creating 
an indulgent menu that 
showcased the diversity and 
delights of Italian cuisine. Each 
chef was asked to cook original 
dishes using the very best 
seasonal Australian produce, 
the result was a four-course 
menu preceded by canapés, 
all matched with fine Italian 
wines. The menu began with 
an octopus salad with potatoes, 

parsley and garlic matched 
with an Aghiloia Vermentino 
di Gallura, and finished with 
the most traditional Florentine 
dessert, the Zuccotto alla 
Fiorentina matched with a 2012 
Piero Gatti Moscato.

Friends since the age of 
10, Emma Scott and Julie 
Adams launched the online 
magazine ‘An Affair with 
Italy’ two years ago, sharing 
the stories and anecdotes 
of creatives with a personal 
connection to Italy. Compiling 
the information gained, the 
Australian duo have now 
launched the all-new Travel 
Directory’, which provides 
a trove of advice on where 
to stay,  eat, drink, shop and 
play when in Italy. 

www.anaffairwithitaly.com

aN ITalIaN affaIR
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aBODE – SyDNEy’S NEw  
DININg hUB
The latest gourmet destination 
to hit Sydney is aBodE Bistro 
& Bar, located in PARKROYAL 
Darling Harbour on the fringe 
of the CBD, and it is sure to 
make diners feel at home. 
During the week it opens from 
7am until late (with an 11am 
opening time on Sundays) 
making it a perfect venue for 
any occasion, day or night. The 
multi-space interior features 
chic Florence Broadhurt 
wallpaper, bold carpeting, 
and most importantly, an 
array of divine drinks, meals 
and cocktails: with ‘his’ and 
‘hers’ mixes that span from 
the sweet ‘Berry Welcome’ to 
the citron tastes of a ‘Captain 
Oscar’. The bistro has a focus 
on seasonal produce, serving 
up divine Wagyu sliders, 

seared scallops, and butternut 
pumpkin risotto just to list a 
few. The space was officially 
opened with an elegant launch 
event on Tuesday evening, with 
guests enjoying the creations 
of Head Chef Ryan Hong 
and the atmospheric new 
interiors on offer.

www.facebook.com

gRaCE Of mONaCO
Monday evening saw LATTE 
also attend a private screening 
of the long-awaited film, ‘Grace 
of Monaco’. The screening was 
held at Dendy Opera Quays 
and put on by atout france, 
with Peugeot, Louis Roederer, 
Qantas and Lancome as 

sponsors. Attendees not only 
enjoyed the fantastic movie, but 
were treated to complimentary 
perfume gifts, with a selection of 
amazing prizes also distributed 
throughout the evening. 

www.rendezvousenfrance.com

aUThENTIC aSIa: INDIa laUNCh
Yesterday, the leading provider 
of cruise options, Cruiseco, 
released its brochure for the 
Authentic Asia: India 2015/16 
voyages. To celebrate the 
occasion, an indulgent Indian 
luncheon was held in the Glass 
Wine Bar at Glass Brasserie in 
the Hilton Sydney, and LATTE 
was fortunate to be among the 
attendees. To put on the affair, 
the company partnered with Taj 
Hotels Resorts & Palaces and 
Incredible India, offering guests 
a gourmet table of delights that 

started with curried pumpkin 
samosas and prawn pakoras, 
moving on to perfectly prepped 
cheesy parthas and lamb 
biryani, with the spread created 
by none other than esteemed 
chef, Luke Mangan. Cruiseco’s 
new itinerary boasts a range of 
adventures that take travellers 
right into the heart of India, 
and bookings are now open for 
itineraries that commence as of 
27 February 2015.

www.cruising.com.au

a TaSTE Of ThE SOUTh
On Monday evening, LATTE 
attended an event within the 
stunning folds of the home 
of Hugo Llorens, the Consul 
General of the United States 
of America. The evening was 
run by travel South uSa to 
promote why people should 
travel the region, the reasons 
showcased largely revolved 
around its warmth, hospitality 
and music. Representatives of 
the Southern States mingled 
the night away, with guests 
enjoying food such as Elvis’ 

favourite sandwiches (which is 
peanut butter and banana for 
those who are curious), and live 
music from Damien Horne – 
singer for country music trio 
The Farm – who enchanted 
listeners with renditions of 
Jonny Cash, Elvis and Aretha 
Franklin. Australia has become 
a major inbound tourism source 
for the destination, with the 
attending representatives keen 
to encourage this travel pattern.

www.travelsouthusa.org
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