
 
 
March 18, 2013 
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 

I am very pleased to announce that Allan R. Tunkel, MD, PhD, MACP has been appointed Associate Dean 
for Medical Education at The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University reporting to the Dean of 
Medicine and Biological Sciences. Dr. Tunkel was selected from an outstanding pool of candidates 
through a national search.  He will begin his duties on July 15, 2013 succeeding Associate Dean Philip 
Gruppuso, MD. I would like to take this opportunity once again to thank Dean Gruppuso for everything 
that he has done for Alpert Medical School over these past eight years. 
 

Dr. Tunkel brings to Brown an exceptional background in medical education, administration, and clinical 
expertise. Currently, he is Chair of Medicine at Monmouth Medical Center and Professor of Medicine at 
Drexel University College of Medicine.  Dr. Tunkel has held many significant academic leadership 
positions at Drexel College of Medicine. He was the Senior Associate Dean for Academic Campuses 
supervising Drexel’s relationship with its 25 clinical academic campuses throughout Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey. While in that role he developed new affiliate relationships with hospitals in medical 
education and residency training. From 2002 to 2005, Dr. Tunkel was the Associate Dean of Admissions 
managing all activities to recruit a class of 250 students including transfer students and special 
programs. During his tenure in the Department of Medicine he has served as Vice Chair, Vice-Chair for 
Education, and Residency Program Director. He has received numerous teaching awards and honors and 
is passionate about physician training.  
 

An undergraduate of Seton Hall University, Dr. Tunkel later pursued a PhD in experimental pathology 
followed by a medical degree at the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, New Jersey 
Medical School. He completed his residency and chief residency in Medicine at the Hospital of the 
Medical College of Pennsylvania followed by a fellowship in Infectious Diseases at the University of 
Virginia. He is also widely acknowledged as an expert in bacterial meningitis.  
  
As Associate Dean, Dr. Tunkel will have primary responsibility for the undergraduate medical education 
programs at Alpert Medical School. He will supervise curriculum planning, evaluation and management 
for the four-year medical program and Brown's eight-year BA/MD continuum program, the Program in 
Liberal Medical Education; oversee medical school admissions, financial aid, registrar activities and the 
Office of Diversity and Multicultural Affairs on student recruitment; and have primary responsibility for 
medical school accreditation requirements and processes.  
 

We welcome Dr. Tunkel at an important time in the history of Alpert Medical School.  I am confident 
that he will bring strong and engaged leadership to the academic mission of the Medical School and will 
play a vital role in the planning and execution of our strategic growth initiatives. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Edward J. Wing, MD 
Dean of Medicine and Biological Sciences 
The Warren Alpert Medical School of Brown University  


