
Time Read-Aloud Outline 
(Rock Around The Clock) 

 
During the summer, the days are longer and the nights are shorter.  Why?  Time is a fun 
concept to read about with all ages, though it can be a bit too abstract for the youngest kids at 
Read-Alouds.  With those kids, you can focus on days of the week.   

 
The Reason for Seasons by Gail Gibbons 
Ages 5 to 8 
Gibbons has an amazing way of making scientific information understandable 
for any age.  Her graphics are clear and the text is straight forward.  The book 
explains the relationship between the earth and the sun, and how this causes 
seasons. 

 
Bats Around the Clock by Kathi Appelt 
Ages 4 and up  
It's fun to tell time as you dance around the clock! Put on your dancing shoes 
and get ready to boogie! It's American Batstand - a twelve-hour rock and roll 
extravaganza with Click Dark as your host. Decked out in go-go boots and 
bobby sox, the buoyant bats bebop their way around the clock. And there's a 
special guest appearance at the end!  Telling time has never been so much 
fun! 

 
 

The Completed Hickory Dickory Dock by Eileen Christelow 
Ages 3 and up  
Hickory dickory dock--we all know about the mouse and the clock, but what 
happened after the clock struck one? Follow that energetic mouse through 
the other eleven hours of nonstop fun in an appealing book that begs to be 
read aloud.  

 
 

The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle 
Ages 4 and up  
This book has a lot more than you would expect.  Children can learn basic 
time telling, increasing sizes, and the cycle of day to night.   It is a very 
unique book which fosters discussion between parents and kids.  It allows 
adults to talk with kids about right and wrong behavior, about cooperation 
and conflict, and about standing up to bullies.  Very young children don't 
understand why the grouchy ladybug seems so angry.  He wastes his 

whole day threatening to fight with larger animals until he ends up right where he started. 
 
 
Additional books  
  
Boom Chicka Rock by John Archambault (Ages 3 to 5) 
A rollicking, rhythmic romp through the numbers. 
 
Tell Time with the Very Busy Spider by Eric Carle (board book) (Ages 3 to 6) 
The very busy spider doesn’t have time to talk to the other animals because she’s building a 
web. Spin the hands on the clock to set the time on each page. 



 
10 Minutes to Bedtime by Peggy Rathmann (Ages 3 to 7) 
This nearly wordless books chronicles the last ten minutes before bedtime for a young boy 
when a pack of hamsters come to play. 
 
Me Counting Time: From Seconds to Centuries by Joan Sweeney (ages 4 to 8) 
A child explains the time units from a second to a millennium in easy to understand terms. 
 
About Time:  A First Look at Time and Clocks by Bruce Koscielniak (Ages 5 to 8) 
This non-fiction book about clocks is full of facts and photos. 
 
Clocks and More Clocks by Pat Hutchins (Ages 6 to 10) 
Older children will have to solve a riddle about the different times on the clocks. 
 
 
Books about days and months 
 
Cookie's Week by Cindy Ward (Ages 2 to 5) 
This is a sweet tale of a mischievous kitten's antics through each day of the week. 
 
The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle (Ages 2 to 6) 
A very hungry caterpillar eats through something different each day of the week until he’s ready 
to make a cocoon. 
 
Chicken Soup With Rice by Maurice Sendak (Ages 4 to 8) 
This rhyming books describes the best ways to eat chicken soup with rice throughout the year. 
 
 
Chapter Books to suggest as give-aways for older children 
 
Hugo Cabret by Brian Selznick (Ages 8 and up)  
This Caldecott winner with black and white drawings was turned into a movie.  The spell-binding 
mystery takes place in the Paris train station clock tower. 
 
The Borrowers by Mary Norton (Ages 7 and up) 
This classic chapter book tells the adventures of a tiny family that lives in the walls of a house 
behind the grandfather clock.  The family adventures stretch your imagination. 
 
 
 
Activities 
 
1.  Teach the nursery rhyme "Hickory Dickory Dock." 

Hickory Dickory Dock 
Hickory, dickory, dock, 

 The mouse ran up the clock. 
The clock struck one, 
The mouse ran down, 
Hickory, dickory, dock. 

 



For more nursery rhymes, check out a very comprehensive list at 
http://www.nurseryrhymes.com/.  
 
2.  Sing and dance to "Rock Around the Clock."  The music and lyrics can be found here: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O21xFX7QBpE. 
 
 
3.  Make your own clocks out of paper and a brass brad.  You can leave a one in the room with 
the time for the Read-Aloud to start.  Find a clock and hand templates here: 
http://www.handwritingforkids.com/handwrite/manuscript/clock/craft-clock.htm  
 
 
4.  Make your own clock pages for The Grouchy Ladybug.  Kids can either recreate what 
happens in the book or choose their own time and animals to include.  Templates can be found 
here: http://learningandteachingwithpreschoolers.blogspot.com/2012/05/grouchy-ladybug.html  
 
 
5. Bring in various kinds of timers (a stop watch, an egg timer, a cell phone timer, an hourglass) 
and examine how they are similar and different. 
 
6. Make a sundial out of a paper plate and a straw.  Take it outside and test get it set to tell time. 
http://www.nwf.org/Kids/Family-Fun/crafts/sundial.aspx.  
 
7. Have the kids compete in challenges during set time periods. For example, how long can you 
stand on one foot? Or how many sit-ups can you do in 30 seconds? 
 
7. If you talk about days and months, let the child decorate a calendar page for the current 
month or their favorite month. 
 
 
 
Conversation Starters 
 
How long is a day?   
How long is a week? 
How long is a month? 
How long is a year? 
What is a leap year?  Why do we have them? 
 
Do we have longer days during the winter or the summer?   
Do we have longer nights during the winter or the summer? 
 
Do we really need clocks? 
Would you be happier without clocks? 
What is your favorite kind of clock? 
 
What is your favorite time of day, day of the week or month? Why? 
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