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Tahoe National Forest Summarizes Trail Conditions within the American Fire Area  

 
Nevada City, CA – Now that fire activity within the American Fire area has diminished, Tahoe National Forest 
(TNF) officials have assessed conditions on two popular trails: the Western States Trail (WST) and OHV Trail 
Loop 6, also known as Forest Service Trail 11E44 (Loop 6).  
 
The WST between Michigan Bluff and Deadwood Cemetery is open, and Loop 6 is open west of Deadwood 
Ridge Road. The entire fire area, including all roads and trails, is closed under Forest Order 17-13-08, which is 
in effect until May 1, 2014. Therefore, the WST and Loop 6 within the fire area east of Deadwood Ridge Road 
remain closed. These trails will be returned to acceptable standards before being considered safe for 
recreationists. 
 
The American Fire affected approximately 25 miles of the WST. To date, roughly 18 of those miles have 
undergone rehabilitation through fire suppression and/or burned area emergency rehabilitation efforts.  
 
Efforts are underway to winterize the remaining seven-mile segment so as to minimize erosion and stabilize 
trail tread. This segment is on the National Register of Historic Places between Last Chance and Deadwood and 
crosses the North Fork of the Middle Fork of the American River canyon (NFMFAR).  
 
Two fire-damaged trail bridges lie within the NFMFAR canyon. The smaller bridge, near Last Chance, has 
burned timber needing replacement. The larger swinging bridge that crosses the river needs further structural 
assessments before determining if it can be repaired.  
 
Although winterization activities have started on the approximately three miles of Loop 6 affected by the fire, 
further work is needed before the trail will be useable.  
 
In the coming months, TNF officials will work with the Western States Trail and the Western States Endurance 
Run foundations and other interested individuals and groups to repair and maintain the fire-impacted trails. 
“The American River Ranger District is looking forward to working with volunteers with an appropriate 
amount of involvement to preserve the trail’s historic character and support the strong interest in making the 
trail ready for internationally known events scheduled for next summer,” said Acting District Ranger Temoc 
Rios. In the meantime, the area remains closed in the interest of public safety. 
 
The TNF welcomes anyone who is interested in helping with trail work. Potential volunteers may express their 
interest by calling the American River District Office at 530-367-2224 between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays.  
 
For more Tahoe National Forest information, go to http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/tahoe/home. Follow us on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/Tahoe_NF. 
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Captions: 
 
2013WSTSwingingBridge.jpg 
The Western States Trail swinging bridge located within the American Fire area is standing but needs repairs. 
 
2013WST8.jpg 
Soil stabilization and rebuilding trail tread are among rehabilitation work needed on the Western States Trail 
following the American Fire. 
 
2013WST9.jpg 
Burned out stumps and other trail bed hazards need mitigation before the Western States Trail and Loop 6 can 
be reopened in its entirety. 
 
130927WSTRehab.jpg 
Rehabilitation work has begun on the Western States Trail and Loop 6 following the August 2013 American 
Fire. 

 
2013WST7.jpg 
Repairing retaining walls is included in rehabilitation plans for the Western States Trail following the August 
2013 American Fire. 
 
2013WSTBridge2.jpg 
The small Western States Trail bridge near Last Chance damaged in the August 2013 American Fire will need 
timber replacement and other structural repairs before it can be used safely. 

 


