
Leaders’ Update 
A message from Director Gordon Ginder 

As we approach the end of the calendar year, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on some of 
the significant progress made at Massey Cancer Center in 2014.  

We experienced unprecedented growth in our membership, welcoming 36 new research members 
during the calendar year. Joining us were both senior and junior investigators with diverse research 
interests and scientific backgrounds spanning 22 departments, five schools and one college at VCU and 
comprising each Massey membership level and program. It’s especially noteworthy that of the 36 new 
members, 22 of them were external recruits new to the university, and several of those are leaders from 
all across the institution.  

I am also pleased to report that we increased our year-over-year total peer-reviewed cancer research 
funding by 6.3 percent and NCI funding by 1.4 percent (through November 1, 2014), in the face of 
decreased NIH funding rates.  

This year we have initiated a directed effort to enhance the research training environment at Massey. 
Funds have been identified to support additional pre-doctoral students in the Cancer and Molecular 
Medicine Ph.D. track through the CCTR. Future plans are underway to provide support for post-doctoral 
training in cancer research. When sufficient funds have been identified, we will issue a call for applicants 
for this new initiative.  A major goal of these efforts is to enable our faculty to obtain more NCI and NIH 
training grants in cancer directed research that ultimately will increase the scientific impact of our 
center while helping train future cancer researchers. 

Another major accomplishment for Massey this year was recognition from NCI with a $4.4 million, 5-
year, renewable grant that positions the cancer center as the academic, lead component of a 
Minority/Underserved NCI Community Oncology Research Program (NCORP-MU). Massey was one of 
only 12 institutions in the nation to receive this type of grant that fosters access to cancer research for 
minority and medically underserved patients. The grant also supports Massey in leading a statewide 
cancer clinical trials network and focusing research on cancer disparities. The network’s eight 
community hospitals and oncology practices from across Virginia have begun enrolling patients on 
Massey-led clinical trials and are deepening their collaboration with Massey on clinical research. The 
grant comes after we completed a substantial re-organization of Massey’s Clinical Trials Office, which 
was done to strengthen our clinical research efforts and support the growth of our statewide clinical 
research network.  

Thank you for your many important contributions to Massey’s progress and for helping Massey advance 
cancer research. I look forward to continued success in 2015. 

Wishing you and your families a joyous holiday season, 

Gordon D. Ginder, M.D. 
Director  


