
Leaders’ Update 
A message from Director Gordon Ginder 

Thank you to all who attended and participated in the Massey Cancer Research Retreat last Friday. We 
were delighted that more abstracts than ever were submitted for the poster session, and we enjoyed 
stimulating presentations from keynote speakers Deborah Schrag, M.D., M.P.H., and William Hahn, 
M.D., Ph.D., from the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center. We were also pleased to hear from some of 
Massey’s newest research members, Iain M. Morgan, Ph.D., director of the VCU Philips Institute of Oral 
Health Research; Barbara Boyan, Ph. D., dean of the VCU School of Engineering; and Shin-Ping Tu, M.D., 
M.P.H., chair of the Division of General Internal Medicine. More details about the retreat are available 
on Massey’s website.  
 
I mentioned in my last letter in January that our scientific External Advisory Board (EAB) visited Massey 
at the beginning of the year to conduct a review of the cancer center. Our EAB is a group of cancer 
scientists and leaders from other NCI-designated cancer centers such as Johns Hopkins, Duke and 
Roswell Park, who periodically review and advise Massey on its research activities and impact in the 
context of our NCI designation. We recently received the EAB’s formal report and it was an overall 
positive evaluation of the great amount of progress made at Massey since our last NCI CCSG (Cancer 
Center Support Grant) review in 2011. The board members were especially impressed with the high 
caliber of new faculty we have recruited within the past few years across all of our research programs 
and in clinical research and informatics. They encouraged us to continue to build our high-impact 
science in all disciplines as well as in transdisciplinary collaborative research across our programs. 
They challenged us to work hard on increasing our clinical research, focusing on clinical trial accrual at 
VCU Health System sites and especially on investigator-initiated trials derived from Massey’s pre-clinical 
research, in order to position our center for NCI Comprehensive status at our next NCI review in 2016. 
They also advised us to carefully examine the scientific impact of our shared resources to maximize their 
impact on our research capabilities and accomplishments. Massey senior leaders and I were glad to see 
that the areas where the EAB identified need for continued growth and improvement were the same 
areas that we had identified through our own internal planning and evaluation processes. 
Overall, the EAB concluded that Massey leadership has done an outstanding job of leading the center 
and positioning its scientific programs, clinical research, prevention and control research, care and 
outreach to best serve the university and the population of our greater region.  
 
I look forward to working with all Massey leaders and member colleagues to continue to grow and 
improve the cancer center’s research activities. Thank you for your contribution to this endeavor.   
 

Regards,  

Gordon D. Ginder, M.D. 
Director  

 

http://www.massey.vcu.edu/news/blog/2014/record-turnout-research-retreat/

