
Pilot Studies in Pancreatic Cancer (R21) & (R03) 
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National Cancer Institute 
 
The NIH Exploratory Grant (R21) funding mechanism focuses on pilot projects in early and 
conceptual stages that could provide a basis for more extended research. These studies may 
involve considerable risk but should have the potential to generate highly innovative findings or 
technical/methodological improvements that could have a major impact on the field of 
pancreatic cancer research.  Applications for R21 awards should describe projects that are 
distinct from those supported through the traditional R01 mechanism. For example, long-term 
projects, or projects designed to increase knowledge in a well-established area, will not be 
considered for R21 awards. Applications submitted under this mechanism should be exploratory 
and novel. These studies should break new ground or extend previous discoveries toward new 
directions or applications.   
Under PA-11-298, using the NIH Small Research Grant (R03) funding mechanism, this FOA 
focuses on different types of projects including pilot and feasibility studies; secondary analysis 
of existing data; small, self-contained research projects; development of research methodology; 
and development of new research technology.  
 
 
Breast Cancer Research Program - Breakthrough Award 
W81XWH-13-BCRP-BREAKTHROUGH2 
Department of Defense  
 
Research supported by the Breakthrough Award will have the potential for a major impact and 
accelerate progress toward ending breast cancer. The impact may be near-term or long-term, 
but must be significant and move beyond an incremental advancement. Applications must 
articulate the pathway to making an impact for breast cancer patients, even if clinical impact is 
not an immediate outcome. Research proposed under this award mechanism may be at 
different stages of idea and research development. Two different funding levels, based on the 
scope of the research, are available for this solicitation of the Breakthrough Award. 
Pre-Application Submission Deadline: 5:00 p.m. Eastern time (ET), October 8, 2013  
Invitation to Submit an Application: November 2013 
 
 
MCC Clinical Trial Concept- Request for Applications  
http://www.massey.vcu.edu/1173.htm  
 
Massey is offering funding for innovative clinical trials that attempt to translate the laboratory  
discoveries of Massey investigators to the clinic. Cancer Center members and associate  
members are eligible to apply for direct Massey funding to support such trials. We are now  
soliciting submissions of a conceptual outline for each proposed trial, which is to be submitted  
no later than Friday, August 30, 2013.  
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