
Leaders’ update  

A message from Harry Bear,  
Interim associate director for clinical research  
 
I am pleased to update you on clinical research at Massey. We’ve made progress on several fronts.  
 
Massey’s menu of clinical trials has been expanded to serve as many of our patients as possible. A 
searchable list of all clinical trials offered by Massey is available on the Massey Web site through Oncore. 
 
Expansion also continues with Massey’s Clinical Research Affiliation Network in which Massey partners with 
community hospitals and oncology practices across the state to accrue patients to trials faster, thereby 
accelerating the research, and to make clinical trials available to more Virginians. Recent affiliates include 
Mary Washington Hospital in Fredericksburg and Shenandoah Oncology in Winchester.  
Other affiliates are in Hampton Roads, Danville, Lynchburg and Fredericksburg. 
 
Identifying patients eligible to participate in clinical trials is now easier with the CTED Automated 
Matching Tool, a.k.a. Automatch, developed by the Cancer Research Informatics and Services (CRIS) Core. 
Automatch screens patient data from a combination of sources, such as surgical pathology reports, 
clinical notes, standardized billing data, scheduling information and clinical laboratory test results, and 
evaluates these data against eligibility criteria for each study.  
 
Patient data used to determine eligibility include demographics, insurance, diagnoses; prior treatment for 
cancer; current and prior measures of disease status; and other selected cancer characteristics based on 
the NCI EVS meta-thesaurus or on user-defined search terms/text strings that are captured from  
unstructured text documents.  
 
In addition, the Automatch tool is integrated within the MD Alert system, matching the list of potentially 
eligible patients from Automatch with each physician's patient schedule. An email notification is sent to 
the physician on the day prior to the scheduled visit with a link to eligible patients and studies for 
patients scheduled on that day. The provider can electronically refer a patient to the research staff 
through the alert system, which simultaneously sends the sameinformation to the research nurse 
associated with that trial. To receive data or samples or to be added to the MD Alert system, submit a 
service request on the Massey Web site.  
 
Also, as noted in the newsletter’s last issue, clinical protocol templates are now available for use in 
writing Massey investigator-initiated trials. These templates as well as a variety of additional PRMC 
resources are available on the Massey Web site.  
 
Finally, recruitment is actively underway for a core director for the Clinical Research Shared Resource and 
a permanent associate director for clinical research. Top candidates have been identified and are visiting 
Massey.  
 
Please visit the Clinical Research Shared Resource section on the Massey Web site for more information 
about clinical research at Massey.  
 
Best regards,  
 
Harry D. Bear, M.D., Ph.D.,  
Interim associate director for clinical research 
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