
 
Leaders’ update  
A message from Director Gordon Ginder  
 
Happy New Year and welcome to the inaugural issue of Massey’s new e-newsletter for research 
members. Look for the newsletter in your inbox each month to help keep you better informed of, 
connected with and supported by the VCU Massey Cancer Center research enterprise.  
 
Your program leaders, associate directors and research administrators are hard at work on Massey’s 
annual progress report for our Cancer Center Support Grant (CCSG), which is the grant that designates 
the Center by NCI. The report highlights Massey’s success over the last year, specifically the significance 
of our published science and quality of our research overall, our inter- and intra-programmatic 
collaborations, the impact of our research on our local community and the role of our shared resources 
in supporting our scientific work. The report is due March 1 and we will be happy to share it with you 
once it’s completed.  
 
Massey has launched an exciting new funding initiative to encourage collaborations in cancer research. 
The Multi-Investigator Award Program will offer up to $100,000 in preliminary support to a team of two 
or more investigators whose project is expected to lead to a multi-PI external peer-reviewed grant 
submission.  
 
Massey’s scientific writers have developed new clinical protocol templates for use in writing Massey 
investigator-initiated trials (IITs). These templates as well as a variety of additional PRMC resources are 
available on the Massey Web site. 
  
We welcome you to join us on the morning of Thursday, January 24, 2013, for Massey Day on the Hill. 
Massey researchers are needed to join Massey administrators, clinicians and donors in visiting 
legislators in the Virginia General Assembly to ask for their continued support of cancer research.  
Advance training will be provided on the morning of the legislative visits. If interested in participating, 
please contact Danielle Ransom in the Development Office at djransom@vcu.edu.  
 
Finally, VCU President Dr. Michael Rao is focusing his second annual Presidential Symposium on cancer 
this year and has asked Massey to lead and shape it. Details are still being determined, but the hope is 
to hold the conference in the fall. Stay tuned for more information as event plans develop.  
 
We invite you to share with us your noteworthy news to be considered for inclusion in future issues of 
the newsletter. Please send your news to Alaina Farrish in the Communications Office at 
akfarrish@vcu.edu.  
 
Wishing you all the best in 2013,  
 
Gordon D. Ginder, M.D.  
Director 
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