
 

 

 

The American Branch hosted the ILA’s 

76th Biennial Conference in Washing-

ton, D.C., from April 8-12, 2014, in 

conjunction with the Annual Meeting 

of the American Society of Internation-

al Law. The overall theme addressed 

how international law is adapting to a 

rapidly changing world.   

 

Over 120 American Branch members, 

and about 495 ILA members altogether, 

were among the 1663 attendees at the 

joint meeting. 

 

This historic conference featured a 

unique opportunity for members of the 

two organizations to attend each other’s 

programs and to collaborate, formally 

and informally, on a full range of cur-

rent international legal topics.   

 

Along with the ASIL’s interest groups, 

over 20 ILA Committees and study 

groups held working sessions (as well 

as closed meetings), and the week fea-

tured dozens of timely panel discus-

sions and presentations on current in-

ternational law topics.   

 

ILA members from 40 national branch-

es (as well as the Headquarters Branch) 

attended. The largest contingents in-

cluded those from the U.K., the Nether-

lands, Germany, Japan, Canada, Swit-

zerland, Norway, Brazil, Bulgaria, Aus-

tralia, South Africa and Taiwan.   

 

Among the highlights of the event was 

the Closing Plenary, bringing together 

over 500 members of the two organiza-

tions to hear remarks by Lord Mance, 

Chair of ILA’s Executive Council; ILA 

Director of Studies Marcel Brus; newly 

anointed ILA President Ruth Wedg-

wood; and ASIL President Donald Do-

novan.   

 

At the joint Gala Dinner on Friday even-

ing Prof. Alain Pellet received the Man-

ley O. Hudson Medal, Prof. M. Cherif 

Bassiouni was honored with the Goler 

T. Butcher Medal, former ICC Prosecu-

(Continued on page 2) 

Plans are moving ahead rapidly for 

International Law Weekend 2014, 

which will take place October 23-25, 

2014 in New York City. Information 

about registration will be posted to the 

Branch website shortly.  Be sure to 

register early.  

 

In keeping with Branch tradition, the 

conference will open with a plenary 

session at the Association of the Bar of 

the City of New York at 42 W. 44th 

Street on Thursday evening, October 

23.  It will continue on Friday and Sat-

urday, Oct. 24 and 25, at Fordham 

Law School, 140 W. 62nd Street, near 

Lincoln Center. A reception is planned 

for Friday evening at the UN Mission 

of the Republic of South Africa.    

 

The unifying theme for this year’s 

meeting is “International Law in a 

Time of Chaos.” The role of interna-

tional law in conflict mitigation re-

mains key – whether by building com-

mercial links between states, fighting 

corruption, improving democratic gov-

ernance, or providing methods for re-

solving international and ethnic dis-

putes. ILW’s many panels and presen-

tations will seek to address the role of 

public and private international law-

yers in each of these tasks.   

 

Proposals have been accepted for 

some 35 substantive panels to take 

place on Friday and Saturday morning.  

They will cover a broad range of top-

ics, including (among others) princi-

ples of self-determination; secession 

and non-intervention; the developing 
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At the 76th Biennial, the ILA Execu-

tive Council elected ABILA President  

Ruth Wedgwood as the next President 

of the International Law Association. 

The nomination was made by John 

Noyes, Chair of ABILA’s Executive 

Committee, enthusiastically seconded 

by several Full Council members, and 

agreed by acclamation. In ILA prac-

tice, this honor is typically bestowed 

on the President of the Branch hosting 

the Biennial.  President Wedgwood’s 

two-year term began immediately.   
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tor Fatou Bensouda was made an Hon-

orary ASIL Member, and the 2014 Ar-

thur C. Helton Fellowship Award Win-

ners were recognized. Danilo Turk, 

former President of Slovenia, spoke on 

“International Law and Effectiveness in 

the Post Cold War Era.” 

 

Prof. Diane Amann was Distinguished 

Discussant at the 16th Annual Grotius 

Lecture during the 2014 joint meeting. 

She presented “The Post-Postcolonial 

Child.”    

 

Members of the Joint ABILA-ASIL 

Organizing Committee included Cathe-

rine Amirfar, Elizabeth Andersen, Don-

ald Francis Donovan, James A.R. 

Nafziger, David Stewart and Ruth 

Wedgwood.  The Co-Chairs of the Pro-

gram Committee were Oona Hathaway, 

Larry Johnson, and Fionnuala Ní 

Aoláin.  

 

The Honorary Committee of the Ameri-

can Branch for this historic event in-

cluded: Robert von Mehren, Esq. 

(chair), Hon. Sandra Day O’Connor, 

Hon. Stephen G. Breyer, Hon. Charles 

Brower, Hon. Thomas Buergenthal, 

Dean David D. Caron, Judge Joan Do-

noghue, Conrad Harper, Esq., P. Nicho-

las Kourides, Esq., Prof. Cynthia Lich-

tenstein, Hon. Gabrielle Kirk McDon-

ald, Hon. Theodor Meron, Prof. Mi-

chael Reisman, Prof. Arthur Rovine, 

Hon. Stephen Schwebel, Hon. Patricia 

Wald, and Prof. Edith Brown Weiss. 

(Continued from page 1) 
crime of aggression; climate geoengi-

neering; the Trans-Pacific Partnership; 

corporate internal investigations; EU 

law; current legal issues in the OAS; 

copyright and human rights law; Is-

lamic law in conflict mitigation; the 

changing status of treaties in U.S. law; 

NSA surveillance and privacy; regula-

tion of corporate governance; and the 

protection of civilians in peace opera-

tions. 

 

As in the past, a number of these pan-

els will be offered for CLE credit.  

 

ILW is a cooperative venture between 

ABILA and the International Law Stu-

dents Association (ILSA), and on Sat-

urday afternoon, a number of panels 

and networking opportunities will be 

held for purposes of providing career 

advice and counseling for those inter-

ested in various opportunities in the 

expanding fields of international law. 

 

The audience will include practition-

ers, professors, UN officials and dip-

lomats, business leaders, federal and 

state government officials, NGO lead-

ers, writers, journalists, and interested 

citizens.  

 

The coordinating and planning com-

mittee for ILW 2014 includes Ruth 

Wedgwood, ABILA President; Vivian 

Shen, Programs Director, International 

Law Students Association; Tamara 

Cummings-John, Legal Officer, Unit-

ed Nations Office of Legal Affairs; 

Davis Robinson, Former Legal Advis-

er, U.S. Department of State; Stephen 

Shapiro, Managing Partner, BSR In-

vestments; and David Stewart, ABILA 

President-Elect. 

 

A meeting of the ABILA membership 

will take place on Saturday at 2:15 

p.m. to hear reports from the Branch 

President, the Honorary Treasurer, and 

the Director of Studies, as well as on 
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the Good Governance Project and  

the work of the Executive Commit-

tee’s Nominating Committee.  While 

no elections will be held (since the 

2014 Annual Meeting of the Branch 

has already taken place immediately 

following the Biennial in Washing-

ton), all members are encouraged to 

attend the membership meeting. 

New ABILA Patrons 
 
The Branch welcomes four new Pa-

trons: Lee Buchheit, Christina Cerna, 

Anthony Larson, and Andre New-

burg.  We are grateful for your sup-

port. 

 

Information on becoming a Branch 

Patron is available on the Branch 

website. 

 

Can You Help with the Branch 

Newsletter? 

 

We’re looking for one or more 

members to assist with keeping 

everyone up-to-date regarding 

events and developments of shared 

interest.  

  

To contribute materials, to assist, or 

to volunteer to be an editor, please 

email abilanews@gmail.com. 

Stay In Touch 

 

Follow the ILA on Twitter: 

@ILA_official.   

“Like” the ILA on Facebook at In-

ternational Law  

Association (ILA).  

 Join the ABILA “Group” on 

LinkedIn. 

mailto:abilanews@gmail.com
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The ILA has established a scholarship 

fund to help postgraduate students and 

other young scholars attend ILA Re-

gional or Biennial Conferences.  The 

first call for candidates concerns the 

Lisbon ILA Regional Conference.   

 

The Scholarship Committee may 

award a Full Scholarship to cover the 

registration fees, reasonable travel 

costs, a per diem allowance depending 

on the cost of living in the host coun-

try, and the costs of a low budget resi-

dence or hotel. 

   

Applicants must have completed a law 

degree or law conversion course at 

university level.  They must prove a 

strong interest in international law 

through academic qualifications, publi-

cations, extra-curricular activities, etc.  

 

Preference may be given to applicants 

who reside where there is no ILA 

Branch operating.  For additional in-

formation, see http://www.ila-hq.org/.  

New ILA Scholarship 
Program 

During the 2014 Biennial, the Full 

Council of the International Law Asso-

ciation met twice.  At its first meeting 

on April 7,  the Council voted to accept 

the applications of three new branches 

(Albania, the Caribbean, and Nigeria), 

bringing to 52 the number of ILA 

branches.  The full list of ILA branches 

is available at http://www.ila-hq.org/

en/branches/index.cfm.  The Council 

also adopted amendments to the ILA 

Constitution, reflecting technical 

changes. See http://www.ila-hq.org/en/

about_us/index.cfm. 

 

Several new members were elected to 

ILA Committees and study groups.  

From the American Branch, Elizabeth 

L. Broomfield of Cleary Gottlieb Steen 

& Hamilton LLP was named to the 

Sovereign Bankruptcy Study Group.   

Christina M. Mariottini of the Max 

Planck Institute Luxembourg for Inter-

national, European and Regulatory 

Procedural Law, has joined the ILA’s 

Committee on Protection of Privacy in 

Private International and Procedural 

Law as an alternate member.  David 

Stewart was named a member of the 

ILA Council and Plenary Meetings 

same Committee. 

 

The Full Council at its April 7th meet-

ing also elected Ruth Wedgwood, 

President of the American Branch, as 

President of the International Law As-

sociation, replacing Alexander 

Yankov of the Bulgarian Branch, 

which had hosted the 75th biennial in 

Sofia in 2012. 

 

At its April 11th meeting, the Council 

passed motions of thanks to the chairs 

of working sessions and to the Ameri-

can Branch for hosting the biennial.  

There was extensive discussion of fu-

ture ILA initiatives regarding member-

ship, fundraising, continued expansion 

of national and regional branches, and 

cooperative relationships with other 

international law organizations. 

 

At the April 11th Council meeting, 

and again at the Conference’s closing 

plenary, ILA Director of Studies Mar-

cel Brus reported on the extensive 

work of the ILA’s Committees and 

study groups.   

 

The plenary adopted as ILA resolu-

tions four Committee resolutions, 

from:  (1) the Committee on Interna-

tional Trade Law, concerning promo-

tion of the coherence of WTO, region-

al, and domestic trade law; (2) the 

Committee on Reparation for Victims 

of Armed Conflict, appending Proce-

dural Principles for Reparation Mech-

anisms; (3) the Committee on Cultural 

Heritage Law, appending the ILA 

Draft Convention on Immunity from 

Suit and Seizure for Cultural Objects 

Temporarily Abroad for Cultural, Edu-

cational or Scientific Purposes; and (4) 

the Committee on Legal Principles 

Relating to Climate Change, append-

ing the ILA Legal Principles Relating 

to Climate Change.   

President Wedgwood wearing 

the official ILA medallion 

ABILA Dues 
 
If you have not already renewed your 

membership for 2014, please do so at 

the earliest opportunity. We need 

your help in keeping our membership 

lists up-to-date.  

 

All levels of membership may now 

be paid by credit card through Pay-

Pal.   

 

Please visit the Membership page of 

our website to get started:  http://

www.ila-americanbranch.org/

Membership.aspx.   

 

For questions, contact Seana Cuevas 

at seana@ila-americanbranch.org. 

http://www.ila-hq.org/
http://www.ila-hq.org/en/branches/index.cfm
http://www.ila-hq.org/en/branches/index.cfm
http://www.ila-hq.org/en/about_us/index.cfm
http://www.ila-hq.org/en/about_us/index.cfm
mailto:seana@ila-americanbranch.org


 

 

The American Branch of the Interna-

tional Law Association held its 93rd 

Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C., 

following the closing plenary of the 

ILA Biennial.  The primary order of 

business was to consider reports of the 

nominating committee and to elect of-

ficers and members of the Executive 

Committee (and in the case of the cor-

poration, directors) in accordance with 

their respective bylaws.  

 

Amity Boye, Director of Executive 

Projects at White & Case in New York 

and former ILSA Executive Director, 

was elected as Honorary Secretary, 

with her term beginning immediately.   

 

Also elected to fill a vacancy on the 

Executive Committee, with his term to 

start immediately, was Prof. Aaron X. 

Fellmeth, Professor at Arizona State 

University College of Law, Chair of the 

American Branch International Human 

Rights Committee, and a member of the 

ILA’s Committee on Intellectual Prop-

erty and Private International Law.   

 

Prof. David P. Stewart of Georgetown 

University Law Center, formerly of the 

Legal Adviser’s Office in the U.S. De-

partment of State, was elected President 

of the American Branch.  He is com-

pleting a term as ABILA’s President-

Elect. His term will officially begin 

October 23, 2014, at the close of Inter-

national Law Weekend.   

 

Sherry K. Holbrook, Political Affairs 

Officer at the United Nations Depart-

ment of Political Affairs, and Steven 

M. Schneebaum, incoming Chair of the 

International Law Students Association 

and a partner at Fox Rothschild, LLP in 

Washington, D.C., were elected as new 

members of the Executive Committee, 

with their terms to begin October 23rd. 

   

The following individuals were reelect-

ed to positions as officers or Executive 

Committee members, with their terms 

also to begin October 23rd:  as Vice-

Presidents, Catherine M. Amirfar, Prof. 

Paul R. Dubinsky, Gary Horlick, Prof. 

Philip M. Moremen, and Prof. Leila N. 

Sadat; as Honorary Treasurer, Houston 

Putnam Lowry; and as at-large mem-

bers of the Executive Committee, Prof. 

William Aceves, Roberto J. Aguirre 

Luzi, Prof. Andrea Bjorklund, Prof. 

Ronald A. Brand, Christina Cerna, Ste-

ven A. Hammond, Scott Horton, Karen 

A. Hudes Spergel, Prof. Larry D. John-

son, Aníbal M. Sabater, Prof. Michael 

P. Scharf, Prof. Louise Ellen Teitz, 

Nancy Thevenin, Jennifer Trahan, Vin-

cent J. Vitkowsky, Prof. George K. 

Walker, and Prof. Peter K. Yu.   

 

Ruth Wedgwood will become Chair of 

the Executive Committee in October, in 

accordance with a requirement in the 

American Branch By-Laws.   
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The term of all ABILA officers and 

Executive Committee members will run 

until the Branch’s 2016 Annual Meet-

ing. 

 

The members also approved a resolu-

tion of thanks to the following people 

who contributed so vitally to the suc-

cess of the ILA biennial:  as American 

Branch members on the Organizing 

Committee, Jim Nafziger, David Stew-

art, and Ruth Wedgwood; as the Ameri-

can Branch Treasurer for the Biennial, 

Cynthia Lichtenstein; and as the Ameri-

can Branch’s representative on the ILA 

Biennial/ASIL Annual Meeting Pro-

gram Committee, Larry Johnson. 

 

The Branch’s 2013 and 2012 financial 

statements have been compiled and are 

available on the ABILA website. 

 



 

 

eign immunity of States from foreign 

jurisdiction, and the limits of the institu-

tion of diplomatic protection in espous-

ing claims of individuals and legal per-

sons. 

 

Most past reparation mechanisms have 

faced certain common challenges such 

as the sheer volume of potentially eligi-

ble victims, strong political pressure to 

achieve results in a short period of time 

due to high expectations and urgent 

needs of victims, and limited financial 

and human resources available to admin-

ister the mechanism and fund compensa-

tion or in-kind benefits.   

 

Thus, at the national level reparation 

mechanisms will likely take many differ-

ent forms.  Most, however, will need to 

address such common issues as who is 

eligible for reparation, what type of 

harm will be addressed, and what type of 

remedies are to be made available.  Also, 

national systems will need to assess 

what is politically and financially feasi-

ble and what will be the most fair and 

efficient method of evaluating the claims 

received. 

 

The present Procedural Principles for 

Reparation Mechanisms will provide 

national policy-makers and legislators 

with a basis for planning reparation 

mechanisms.  The Committee wishes to 

send a strong signal to the international 

community that victims of armed con-

flict should enjoy a right of access to fair 

and effective reparation mechanisms. 

 

Submitted by Prof. James A.R. Nafziger 

 

ILA Committees in International Eco-

nomic Law 

 

The ILA has a number of Committees 

whose subject matter is what is now 

called “International Economic Law.  

One, the International Trade Committee, 

was referred to above (under the report  

of the discussion by Prof. Marcel Brus, 

the ILA Director of Studies of the work 

(Continued on page 6) 
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ILA Committee on Cultural Heritage 

Law 

 

The Committee on Cultural Heritage 

Law recently completed two projects.   

 

The first, on national and international 

trade controls of cultural material, result-

ed in a study that Edward Elgar pub-

lished in April 2014, entitled Handbook 

on the Law of Cultural Heritage and 

International Trade.  The book includes 

nineteen national reports on export and 

import controls, each prepared by a 

member of the Committee, as well as 

five overarching chapters on internation-

al controls and issues.   

 

A second project was completed at the 

Washington Conference when the ILA 

adopted the Committee’s Draft Conven-

tion on Immunity from Suit and Seizure 

for Cultural Objects Temporarily 

Abroad for Cultural, Educational or Sci-

entific Purposes. This instrument re-

sponds to an important problem involv-

ing international loans of cultural materi-

al for scientific, cultural or educational 

purposes, especially for temporary ex-

hibits.   

 

The fundamental purpose of the Draft 

Convention, which is intended for even-

tual adoption by an international or re-

gional organization and ratification of it 

by states, is to protect the integrity of 

international loans and thereby encour-

age their role in promoting cross-cultural 

understanding.  Nout van Woudenberg 

of the Dutch Branch served as special 

rapporteur for the project.   

 

At the Washington Conference the com-

mittee also reviewed progress in the rati-

fication and implementation of the 

UNESCO Convention on the Protection 

of the Underwater Cultural Heritage, 

which is based upon the Committee’s 

Buenos Aires Draft Convention on that 

subject.   

 

Finally, the Committee launched its next 

project, on the legal aspects of land-

scapes as cultural heritage.  A variety of 

related issues have been raised in arbitral 

tribunals and courts of law. Unfortunate-

ly the issues have been only haphazardly 

addressed in the decisions and literature.  

The need is apparent for a more focused 

treatment of the topic with particular 

attention to the long-neglected aspects of 

indigenous concepts of landscapes.   

 

The Committee plans to complete its 

work at the 2016 ILA Conference in Jo-

hannesburg. 

 

Submitted by Prof. James A.R. Nafziger, 

Chair of the Committee  

 

ILA Committee on Reparations for 

Victims of Armed Conflict 

 

The Committee on Reparation for Vic-

tims of Armed Conflict completed its 

work at the Washington Conference.  

The project was initiated in 2003 by Dr. 

Luke Lee, former Chair and ABILA 

Honorary Vice President.    

 

In 2012, at the ILA Biennial Conference 

in Sofia, the ILA adopted the Commit-

tee’s Declaration of International Law 

Principles on Reparation for Victims of 

Armed Conflict.  At its 2014 Biennial  in 

Washington the ILA adopted Procedural 

Principles for Reparation Mechanisms.   

 

The second, procedural phase of the 

Committee’s project proved to be more 

challenging than the substantive phase 

even though the aim -- and now outcome 

-- was at the level of soft law.  Establish-

ing a mechanism ensuring the imple-

mentation of the right of the victim to 

reparation is by no means less important 

than fixing the substantive rights.   

 

As the practice shows, the traditional 

modes of filing claims is full of obsta-

cles, including the political question 

doctrine, statutes of limitation, the sover-
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ABILA MEMBERS 
of international Committees and 

study groups) as having presented to 

the Biennial a Resolution and con-

cluded its twenty years of work.  A 

newer Committee on regional 

groupings is already at work.  In 

addition, the ILA has an active 

Committee on International Com-

mercial Arbitration and another on 

International Investment Law.   

 

Cynthia Lichtenstein is a very long 

time member of the longest existing 

ILA international committee, the 

International Monetary Law Com-

mittee (or MOCOMILA). The other 

U.S. members are Andre Newburg, 

Lee Buchheit, Ernest Patrikis, 

Thomas Baxter and Sean Hagan (the 

latter three because of their connec-

tions to the Federal Reserve Bank of 

New York and the IMF).   

 

An offshoot of MOCOMILA is the 

International Securities Regulation 

Committee, of which Cynthia is one 

of the founders and former Chair.   

 

Both these Committees reported at 

the Washington Biennial (see the 

ILA website for their reports). For 

its closed meeting, MOCOMILA 

was received at the IMF, where  

Managing Director Christine 

LaGarde, hosted a dinner for the 

Committee.   

 

The International Securities Regula-

tion Committee, presently co-

chaired by Ida Levine of the British 

Branch and the Hon. Edward 

Fleischman, former SEC Commis-

sioner and long-time single Chair of 

the Committee, an ABILA member, 

was received at the SEC at a meet-

ing with a number of staff members 

arranged by Eric Pan. 

 

Submitted by Prof. Cynthia Lichten-

stein 
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Recruit a Member 

Every ABILA member is urged to 

recruit at least one new member 

between now and ILW 2014. 

   

Besides ILW, ILW-Midwest and ILW

-West, membership offers the chance 

to participate in important committee 

work and in regional and institution-

sponsored events.   

 

Members receive the Branch’s 

biennial proceedings, the ILA’s 

biennial report, and the Branch’s 

annual International Practitioner’s 

Notebook.   

 

Our goal is to double the number of 

individual members this year, 

especially by reaching out to students 

and recent graduates. We also 

welcome new institutional members 

and students.      

New Members 
 

The Branch welcomes the following 

new members who have joined over 

the past 6 months.  We are delighted to 

have you!   

 

Margaret Moses, Elizabeth Broom-

field, Lori Damrosch, Morvarid 

Zolghadr, Norah Altaweel Alotaibi, 

Xia Feng, Cristina Mariottini, Myanna 

Dellinger, Lucy Greenwood, Lorena 

Perez McGill, Lyonette Louis-Jacques, 

Marc Francis Ramsay, Sonia Rolland, 

Oonagh Sands, Usha Kula, Patrick J. 

Hannan, Lila Bakke, Georgiana 

Nikias, Akiko Ito, Kenneth Rosen, 

Annecooos Wiersema, Irene Calboli, 

Sherry Holbrook, Amelia Porges, Da-

na Elizabeth Heitz, David B. Rigney, 

Michael Harris Hoffman, John Fiore, 

Kristen E. Eichensehr.   

 

*** 

 

The ASIL has released its new Bench-

book on International Law, edited by 

Prof. Diane Marie Amman, with the 

assistance of nearly fifty others, many 

of them ABILA members.  

 

The 356-page book represents the cul-

mination of a multiyear project aimed 

at producing a guide to aid judges, 

their staffs, and lawyers in litigation 

that raises foreign or international law 

issues. All chapters of the Benchbook 

are available online at http://

www.asil.org/benchbook.    

 

Profs. Mark W. Janis (a member of 

the ILA Human Rights Committee) 

and John E. Noyes (a member of the 

ILA Committee on Baselines under the 

International Law of the Sea, and chair 

of the American Branch Executive 

Committee) have published the 5th 

(cont’d p. 8) 
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Law (the immediate past dean of that 

school).  

 

Many other faculty members from 

around the world participated in those 

and other panels that focused on ways 

to improve the teaching of international 

law around the world. 

 

Submitted by Committee Chair Mark 

E. Wojcik. 

 

ABILA Arms Control and Disarma-

ment Committee. 

 

In response to the call for workshops 

for the forthcoming 2014 ILW, the 

Committee submitted a panel proposal 

to the Organizing Committee of ILW.  

 

The proposed panel topic is on 

“Nuclear Non-Proliferation and Dis-

armament:  U.S. Policy and Internation-

al Law.”   

 

The Committee is also working on a 

committee report on the topic of  “U.S. 

Nuclear Weapons Policy under Interna-

tional Law.”  

 

We hope to produce a draft report by 

the end of September 2014. 

 

Submitted by Co-Chairs Leo Lovelace 

& John Kim. 

◘ 7 

ABILA Teaching International Law 

Committee  

 

More than 180 persons from over 20 

countries around the world participated 

in the ninth Global Legal Skills Confer-

ence, which was held from May 21-23, 

2014 at the University of Verona Facul-

ty of Law (Italy).   

 

The Teaching International Law Com-

mittee was a cosponsor of the GLS-9 

Conference, which was also co-

sponsored by the American Bar Associ-

ation Section of International Law, the 

International Bar Association, the Law 

Society of England and Wales 

(International Division), the Interna-

tional Law Students Association (which 

organizes the Philip C. Jessup Interna-

tional Law Moot Court Competition), 

and Scribes–The American Society of 

Legal Writers. 

 

The conference featured a number of 

panels on skills education, legal writ-

ing, and teaching international law.  

One roundtable discussion on teaching 

international law featured professors 

from the United States and Canada 

while other panels discussed incorpo-

rating legal research and other skills 

education into international law.   

 

Participants included Professor William 

B.T. Mock, Jr. of The John Marshall 

Law School in Chicago (Secretary of 

the American Bar Association Section 

of International Law), Professor Cindy 

Galway Buys of Southern Illinois Uni-

versity School of Law (and Chair of the 

Association of American Law Schools 

Section on International Law), Profes-

sor Anthony S. Winer of the William 

Mitchell College of Law (and author of 

a new book from Carolina Academic 

Press on Researching International 

Law), and Professor Donna Greschner 

of the University of Victoria Faculty of 

NEWS OF ABILA COMMITTEES 
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ABILA Committee  

Memberships:   

 

Be sure to review your ABILA 

Committee memberships and advise 

the relevant Chair/Co-Chairs if you 

no longer wish to participate or if 

you would like to become  

active in a particular Committee.  



 

 

NEWS OF MEMBERS 

Please let us know your news!   

We look forward to including announcements of 

publications, appointments, achievements, success 

and other noteworthy accomplishments.   

Email us at abilanews@gmail.com. 
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edition of their widely adopted International Law Cases 

and Commentary (West Academic, 2014).  John Noyes 

is also a coauthor (with Profs. Kristen Juras and Erik 

Franckx) of Cases and Materials on the Law of the Sea 

(Brill, 2d ed. 2014).  

 

Charles T (“Chuck”) Kotuby, Jr. has been named 

partner in the area of global disputes by Jones Day 

(Washington).  He recently co-authored (with Luke A. 

Sobota) an article entitled “Practical Suggestions to Pro-

mote the Legitimacy and Vitality of International Invest-

ment Arbitration,” 28 ICSID Review 454–465 (2013).  

 

Melissa Kucinski has returned from her position at The 

Hague Conference on Private International Law to start 

her own family law practice with a focus on internation-

al matters, including child abduction, relocation and cus-

tody cases.  Melissa is one of a few practitioners with 

experience mediating cases in the U.S. under the 1980 

Hague Child Abduction Convention. She was an observ-

er on the Uniform Law Commission's drafting commit-

tee to implement the 1996 Hague Protection Convention, 

and will be co-presenting on that convention at ILW  

2014.  She chaired a planning committee for the ABA’s 

International Family Law conference in Seattle in June 

2014.  She will also be teaching International Family 

Law  at George Washington University School of Law.   

 

The Center of Theological Inquiry has announced the 

appointment of Prof. Mary Ellen O’Connell as one of 

its Senior Research Fellows in legal studies in the forth-

coming Inquiry on Law & Religious Freedom, an inter-

disciplinary research project conducted in collaboration 

with Robin Lovin, CTI’s Director of Research and the 

Inquiry’s Senior Research Fellow in theology. Prof. 

O’Connnell will be in residence in Princeton in the 2014

-2015 academic year. 

 

Prof. Michael Scharf has been appointed Interim Dean 

of Case Western Reserve University School of Law.   

 

Prof. Myanna Dellinger, recently named co-chair of 

ABILA's International Environmental Law Committee 

(with Prof. Wil Burns), has published “Narrowed Con-

stellations in a Supranational Climate Change Regime 

Complex: The “Magic Number is Three,” 37 Fordham 

Int’l L.J. 373 (2014).  Prof. Dellinger directs the Institute 

for Global Law and Policy at Western State College of 

Law.  

Edward Elgar has published a Handbook on the Law of 

Cultural Heritage Law and International Trade co-edited 

by ABILA members Prof. James Nafziger with Robert 

Kirkwood Paterson, a member of the Canadian Branch.  

The Handbook is the product of the ILA Cultural Heritage 

Law Committee's work.  

 

Prof. Mark E. Wojcik of The John Marshall Law School 

in Chicago was chosen as Chair-Elect of the Association 

of American Law Schools Section on Graduate Programs 

for Non-U.S. Lawyers. He also served as a Co-Chair of 

the ninth Global Legal Skills Conference.  More infor-

mation about the GLS-9 Conference, including conference 

presenters and topics during the conference held in Italy, 

is available at http://glsc.jmls.edu/2014. 

 

In June 2014, Prof. Wojcik will receive a Community 

Leadership Award from the Illinois State Bar Association. 

He was also named as editor of the International Legal 

Research Series and the International Legal Practice Se-

ries published by Carolina Academic Press. 

 

Wolters Kluwer will soon release the 2nd edition of Trans-

national and International Criminal Law (2014) by David 

Luban, Julie O’Sullivan and David P. Stewart.  Prof. 

Stewart also authored The Foreign Sovereign Immunities 

Act: A Guide for Judges (2014), published by the Federal 

Judicial Center.  He was recently named to the full-time 

faculty as Professor from Practice by Georgetown Law. 

http://glsc.jmls.edu/2014
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Cultural Law: International,  

Comparative, and Indigenous 
 

James A.R. Nafziger, Robert Kirkwood Paterson,  

and Alison Dundes Renteln 

 

Cambridge University Press, 

2010 

Pp. 1042 (Hardback, $167), 

available through http://

www.cambridge.org  

ISBN 9780521865500 

Paperback available from 

April 2014 

 

Reviewed by Richard E. Bis-

sell, former Chair of the 

World Bank Inspection Panel 

 

The publisher has chosen to market Cultural Law: Interna-

tional, Comparative, and Indigenous as a textbook. Howev-

er, at 1042 pages, it is even more important as a reference 

volume for a field that has yet to come into being.  As such, 

it is an invaluable benchmark for the intersection of law and 

social science for both the worlds of educators and practi-

tioners.   

 

The authors are candid about the void they seek to fill.  The 

world of law, and particularly international law, has tended 

to fragment the intersection of legal processes with the 

world of cultural activities and artifacts into bite-sized top-

ics.  Too often, particular issues, such as sports law, are of-

fered up as electives to students otherwise immersed in torts 

and contracts.  How better to wake up students, in a course 

on constitutional law, than to bring up the thorny issue of 

free, prior and informed consent by indigenous peoples pre-

sent on the land long before the constitution writers arrived?   

 

The authors press for a more thoughtful interdisciplinary 

construction, where “cultural law” can take its place in the 

“mainstream of legal and social science education.”  It is 

through this survey reference volume, adaptable as a text-

book, that they make their case. 

 

The first section of the volume provides the logical construc-

tion for a field of cultural law, with sections on, among oth-

ers, dispute resolution amid cultural diversity, legal dis-

course, cultural identity paradigms, culture as a human right, 

and a fascinating section on cultural law in the world of mu-

sic.  Who knew that musical pitch standards were set in the 

resolutions of the 1885 Vienna Conference as a matter 

of international law?   

 

Having described a logical framework, the authors use 

the second section to explain how traditional social sci-

ence and legal fields come to this intersection of culture 

and the law, as well as some of the barriers that prevent 

their collaboration.  The anthropologists receive their 

due, and various approaches to constructing legal sys-

tems are also surveyed, including natural, positivist, in-

ternational, comparative, common, civil, customary, and 

indigenous. 

 

A series of evidence-rich sections about cultural topics 

follow, which range from the familiar to the obscure.  

The well-covered topic of cultural heritage is given sig-

nificant space, with the variety of legal processes that 

enmesh museums, art dealers, forgers and fakers, grave 

robbers, and war criminals.  This section flows naturally 

into an exploration of cultural material protection draw-

ing upon jurisprudence at the national level (United 

States, Canada, Switzerland, England, and India).  It also 

surveys the extensive international legal structures, from 

the Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural 

Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954) to the 

most recent Convention on the Protection and Promotion 

of the Diversity of Cultural Expression (2005).    

 

As one might imagine, there is treatment of Holocaust-

related claims to works of art, and the thorny issues of 

jurisdiction and ownership that have arisen.  The materi-

als associated with indigenous peoples are considered, as 

treated by both national and international legal process-

es.  Even underwater cultural heritage has its place, such 

as the contested claims over the RMS Titanic. 

 

The largest single section considers aspects of rectifica-

tion, criminal justice and dispute resolution with regard 

to cultural material.  The reference materials here are 

particularly rich, drawing not only on international in-

struments such as the UNESCO Convention (1970) with 

regard to return and restitution, but also the many do-

mestic legal cases in the US and abroad about ownership 

disputes.  The latter are given due attention both for the 

criminal prosecutions that have occurred (and precedents 

set), as well as for the dispute resolution processes that 

exist both within and outside the court system.   

 

A specific section on museums and treatment of muse-

ums by the law is quite valuable.  They clearly need 



 

 

Calendar of ILA and 
ABILA Events 

 

 
ABILA will have cooperating entity status at 

the ABA Conference on International Families: 

Money, Children and Long Term Planning, to 

be held June 19-21 in Seattle, Washington. For 

more information see http://ambar.org/

seattle2014. ABILA members Louise Ellen 

Teitz and Melissa Kucinski will be speakers. 

 

An ILA Regional Conference entitled 

“Towards a Universal Justice? Putting 

International Courts and Jurisdictions into 

Perspective” will take place September 11-12, 

2014, in Lisbon, Portugal. Early bird 

registration deadline in June 15.  For 

information, see http://

www.ilalisbonconference2014.com/.   

 

ABILA will be a cooperating entity for the 

2014 Fall Meeting of the ABA Section of 

International Law October 21-25, 2014 at the 

Hilton Buenos Aires.   

 

The American Society of International Law's 

Midyear Meeting and Research Forum will take 

place in Chicago November 6-8, 2014. For 

information, see http://www.asil.org/

midyearmeeting.  

 

The next ASIL Annual Meeting will take place 

in Washington April 8-15, 2015. 

 

The next ILA Biennial Conference will take 

place August 7-11, 2016, in Johannesburg, 

South Africa, at the Standen Conference 

Centre.  

 

For information about ILA, ABILA and co-

sponsored events, please see: 

www.ila-americanbranch.org/

ABILA_ILA_Events.aspx 
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more and better trained counsels, given the constant flow of highly spe-

cialized disputes that result in legal trouble.  This section, more than any 

other, makes it clear that this volume would be valuable either in a domes-

tic or an internationally-focused class.  Much of the case material is drawn 

from U.S. courts, well complemented by more than enough international 

examples.  

 

The world of sports as cultural expressions is included, along with strong 

chapters on religion in law, and language and linguistic expression.  Much 

of the latter work is placed in the context of international human rights.  

Key institutions cited include the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, 

the European Court of Human Rights, the European Convention for the 

Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, the African 

Charter on Human and People’s Rights, and the various UN instruments 

such as the Universal Declaration (1948).   

 

The world of intangible cultural heritage is illuminated by discussions of 

traditional knowledge, biological diversity, indigenous intellectual proper-

ty, and aboriginal culture.  This section could have been strengthened by 

drawing upon the precedents at international financial institutions (IFI) 

such as the World Bank, where the rights of indigenous peoples have 

steadily expanded with codification in IFI policies as well as with mecha-

nisms to allow redress by individuals and groups in appeals to the finan-

cial institutions.  But as is, this section would provide a student with a 

thought-provoking starting point. 

 

Will the authors succeed in embedding cultural law across the curricula of 

law schools and social science departments?  Oddly, some of the pieces 

are already there.  A quick survey of five top law schools shows courses 

(sometimes open to arts and sciences students as well) on topics such as 

indigenous people in international law, art and the law, Islamic law and 

finance, social norms and law, obscenity law and pop culture, federal Indi-

an law, legal pluralism and global law, and international family law.   

 

But the test will be whether law schools will offer a survey course with the 

breadth of this reference volume.  Then students would obtain an interdis-

ciplinary perspective with breadth and depth as a foundation for profes-

sional development.  At that point, this volume, valuable as it is for the 

intellectual framework it provides, will need companion efforts to keep up 

with the extraordinarily dynamic topics that it covers.   

For membership inquiries, please 
contact: 

American Branch of the 
International Law Association 

c/o Seana Cuevas 
Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 
355 S. Grand Ave., 35th Fl. 

Los Angeles, CA 90071-1560 
Seana@ila-americanbranch.org   

http://ambar.org/seattle2014
http://ambar.org/seattle2014
http://www.asil.org/midyearmeeting
http://www.asil.org/midyearmeeting
mailto:Seana@ila-americanbranch.org

